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AUSTRALIA 


GOVERNMENT WANTS NUCLEAR-FREE SOUTH PACIFIC 
BK241148 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 24 Mar 83 


[Text] The new defense minister, Mr Scholes, has made it clear that the 
federal government warnis a nuclear free zone in the South Pacific. Mr 
Scholes said it was Labor Party policy to work towards creating such a zone. 
But he agreed this could not be done without international agreement. 


The defense minister indicated that the new government was concerned about 
French and Japanese activities in the South Pacific. He told a Radio 
Australia correspondent in Canberra (Ted Keness) that he would like to see 
an end to the French nuclear testing in the area. 


Mr Scholes also said that Japan's dumpting of nuclear waste in the Pacific 
region was a matter of concern. However, Mr Scholes indicated that Australia 
was not likely to take any extraordinary measures over the testing or dump- 


ing. 


He also made it clear that Australia was not likely to take unilateral action 
in trying to create the nuclear free zone. Mr Scholes also ruled out any 
possibility that Australia would acquire nuclear weapons under a federal 
labor government. He said Australia had always had a conventional weapons 
policy which it would not alter, especially in the light of the Labor Party's 
strong position on uranium. 


CSO: 4200/498 














AUSTRALIA 


AGREEMENT WITH NEW ZEALAND SIGNED 
BK281135 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 28 Mar 83 


[text] Australia and New Zealand today signed a wide-ranging agreement de- 
signed to gradually establish free trade between the two countries. The 
agreement was signed in Canberra by Australia's federal minister for trade, 
Mr Bowen, and the New Zealand's high commissioner Sir Laurie Francis. The 
agreement took almost 3 years to negotiate by the former Liberal-National 
Party coalition government and following a review was accepted without 
change by the new Labor Government. 


Under the agreement, both countries will move towards free trade, with New 
Zealand dismantling its report subsidies and import barriers over the next 
5 years. However, 2 New Zealand system of import licensing will not be 
dropped entirely until 1995. 


After today's cerenony, Mr Bowen said that overall, Australia would get more 
benefits from the new arrangement than New Zealand. The agreement would make 
for good partnership. 
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AUSTRALIA 


CANBERRA MAY TIGHTEN FOREIGN OWNERSHIP POLICY 
Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES in English 30 Mar 83 p 1 


[Article by Florence Chong] 


{Text] Sydney, Tues—-The new Labour government may take a tougher stand on 
foreign ownership in Australian industry. 


Deputy Prime Minister Lionel Bowen yesterday indicated that the government 
might tighten existing policies on foreign investment in the country. 


He said the level of foreign control of Australian industry was the second 
biggest in the world after Canada. 


The last statistics taken in 1976-77 showed that 59 per cent of Australian 
companies were controlled by overseas companies. 


"We are too foreign-owned and controlled perhaps for our own benefit," Mr 
Bowen told an audience at a seminar. 


The minister said he is undertaking an extensive investigation of the owner- 
ship of Australia's minerai Industry with a view to possible policy changes. 
The review, however, is only internal at this stage and there are no immedi- 


ate plans for any major policy changes. 


It is aimed at determining what level of foreign ownership there is, and if 
it is desirable this should we reversed. 


A Different Attitude 


It will cover such aspects as trading agreements of mineral companies, which 
companies are the major sellers and the role of commercial institutions such 


as Japanese trading houses and shipping. 


Observers noted that Mr Bowen"s attitude on foreign ownership appeared to 
differ from the views expressed in a recent interview by Treasurer Paul 


Keating. 








Mr Keating was quoted in the Sydney Mourning Herald as saying "I think that 
there has been a general agreement between the parties on foreign investment 
for some time now." 


He also endorsed the trend under the old coalition government of Mr Malcolm 
Fraser to relax foreign investment rules because of the recession, and allowed 
some resource projects to start up without the required 50 per cent Australian 


equity. 
Call for More Flexibility 


Asked if there was a bipartisan approach to foreign investment policy, Mr 
Bowen said there was to the extent the present government "wants intelligent 
foreign investment in Australia." 


Meanwhile, speaking at the annual conference of the Australian Association of 
Permanent Building Societies in the Gold Coast, Queensland Premier Joh 
Bjielke-Petersen urged the Federal government to be more flexible with its 
foreign investment guidelines to generate new spending and job opportunities. 


He said the Foreign Investment Review Board guidelines had blocked countless 
projects which would have benefited Australia. 
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BURMA 


EDITORIAL EXAMINES ECONOMIC SITUATION 
Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 21 Mar 83 p 4 


[Text] In explaining the 1983-84 yearly plan to the fourth session of the 
Third Pyithu Hluttaw on 14 March, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Planning & Finance Thura U Tun Tin spoke at length on the economic plan per- 
formance of the first year of the Fourth Four-Year Plan and the improved 
economic situation in the country. 


Economic growth rate for 1982-83 was targeted at 5.9 per cent but actual rate 
is expected to be 7.1 per cent with the plan performance standing at 101.3 


per cent. 


Such improvements are attributable to the increase in output value as well as 
quantity in the agriculture sector. In this connection, it is interesting to 
note that as a result of township-wide implementation of special high-yield 
projects--paddy in 82 townships and other crops in 87 townships led to increase 
in output value at 105.5 per cent in the agriculture sector during the first 
year of the Fourth Four-Year Plan. 


The increase in agricultural production, it will be noted, is not without im- 
pact upon industries, particularly our agro-based industries. The production 
of paddy in 1982-83 was estimated at 644.4 million baskets with the State 
slated to buy 207 million baskets. The State has bought more than 186.7 
million baskets of paddy as of 11 March. 


Under the 1983-84 economic plan, a target of 5.0 per cent increase in Gross 
National Product has been set. If production can be increased according to 
the target in 1983-84, it would mean improved per capita economic situation 
with increase by 2.6 per cent in per capita income and 2.4 per cent in per 


capita consumption. 


Under such circumstances it is vital that the strength of the entire people be 
mobilized under the leadership of the Burma Socialist Programme Party for 
achieving regional and sectoral plan targets to ensure success of 1983-84 
Economic Plan and to achieve the Fourth Four-Year Plan objectives oriented 
towards the targets of the 20-Year Long Term Plan. 
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FIJI 


EDITORIAL URGES END TO NUCLEAR TESTING, DUMPING 
Suva THE FIJI TIMES in English 30 Mar 83 p 6 
{Editorial: "The Crusade Must Go 0n"] 


[Text] News despatches from Paris and Tahiti hint at another series of nuclear 
tests at Mururoa Atoll in the South Pacific over the Easter weekend. 


The French Government's policy, obviously in the face of mounting Pacific and 
worldwide pressure against the continuation of these tests, is one of silence. 
It neither confirms nor denies reports of actual detonations, despite their 
being recorded on monitoring seismic equipment in Wellington or Golden in 
Colorado. 


So, even if France conducts tests this Easter, there will be no official con- 
firmation. 


This is only one of the more repugnant aspects of nuclear bomb testing. 


At a time when there is mounting fear all over the world about the very real 
threat of a cataclysmic nuclear war, the race for developing even more ter- 
rible doomsday weapons has gathered speed. 


Some of the biggest anti-nuclear marches and demonstrations have taken place 
in Paris. But apparently the militarists in France are not moved by such 
demonstrations. 


The anti-nuclear movement in the South Pacific is defunct. It is ironic that 
two of the tiniest nations in the region--Kiribati and Nauru--are now the 
standard-bearers of this movement. They fought a valiant battle in London two 
months ago to ban nuclear testing and dumping in the South Pacific, and scored 
a significant moral victory. 


But France has been able to use its considerable economic power to dilute the 
anti-bomb lobby in which Fiji, for example, once spoke with a loud voice. 
Depressed commodity prices and the pressures of trade have forced some of the 
nations in this region to weigh idealism against realism, to the detriment of 
such worthwhile and ultimately beneficial causes as keeping the Pacific free 
from nuclear pollution. The battle must, however, continue. The pressure on 
the French and the Japanese to stop them from using the Pacific as their nu- 
clear garbage dump should be strengthened. 
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INDONESIA 


APPROXIMATELY 3,000 TIMORESE DETAINEES TO BE RELEASED 


Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Mar 83 p 3 


/article by Jacques de Barrin: "Indonesians Plan to Free More Than 3000 People 
Before the End of the Year"/ 


/Text/ Djakarta--Is it a response to the United Nations commission on the 
rights of man which, in February, invited the international community to 
"relieve the suffering of the people of East Timor", the former Portuguese 
colony annexed by Indonesia in 1975? At any rate, authorized sources indicate 
that the Atauro camp, where about 3200 people live, “will be closed at the end 
of the year at the latest." These people (of whom about 60 percent are women 
and children) have been displaced from the neighboring island of Timor and are 
suspected of sympathizing with the revolutionary front for the independence of 
East Timor (Fretilin). These families, we are assured, will return to their 
former villages or will be settled, for security reasons, in new centers built 


close to the highways. 


The same source adds that a new contingent of Timorese, authorized to settle 
abroad because of their desire to be reunited with their families, will soon be 
given permission to leave the island. Ninety-seven will leave in the next 3 
months for Australia, and about 200 will be sent to Portugal by the end of the 
year. The fate of poet Inacio Moura, who holds a Portuguese passport, has not 
yet been decided. In fact, this avowed sympathizer of the Fretilin, who has 
asked to emigrate to Australia, is considered in high places as a political 


prisoner. 


The Djakarta authorities, moreoyer, have noted with relief that the Timor 
question did not figure in the preliminary draft of the final declaration of 
the non-aligned summit meeting. The attempt made by 10 states, one of which 
was Vietnam, to call Indonesia to task, seems doomed to failure. 





The local officials admit that it is difficult to suppress completely a guerrilla 
war which, in their opinion, is made up of no more than 100 armed men. for 

all that, it is out of the question, in their opinion, to grant the right of 
self-determination to this province. 


"For us, the question of East Timor is settled once and for all", President 


Suharte tust repeated before the people's consultative assembly. "The 
inhabitants of Timor are already united physically and spiritually to the 


Indonesian people." The chief of state's wish is to arrive at a settlement of 
this affair on the international level "in the not too distant future" thanks 
to a "more active diplomacy." 


9895 7 
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INDONESIA 


BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON INDONESIAN PERSONALITIES 


[Unless otherwise noted, the following information on Indonesian personalities 
has been extracted from Indonesian language sources published in Jakarta.) 


REAR ADMIRAL SOEWARSO--The post commander of the Navy Section of the Indonesian 
Armed Forces Staff and Command School was transferred yesterday [3 February] 
from Rear Adm Adang Safaat to his replacement, Rear Adm Soewarso, at a ceremony 
held in Yos Sudarso Hall at the Navy Section of the Indonesian Armed Forces 
Staff and Command School in the Cipulir district of Jakarta. Rear Adm Adang 
Safaat had held the post of commander of the staff and command school for more 
than 5 years and will be assigned to new duties at navy headquarters. Rear 

Adm Soewarso had previously been chief of the Navy Data Collection and Pro- 
cessing Service and will temporarily continue to hold that position. [Text] 
[Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 4 Feb 83 p 4] 5170 


AIR COMMODORE WARDOYO KUSUMO--The Indonesian Air Force chief of staff, Air 
Marshal Sukardi, presided over the transfer of the office of commander of Air 
Region I from the former incumbent, Air Commodore Ibnu Subroto, to his 
replacement, Air Commodore Wardoyo Kusumo, on Wednesday, 2 Feb, at Medan Air 
Force Base. Air Commodore Ibnu Subroto will be assigned to new duties at air 
force headquarters as assistant to the chief of staff for planning and budget 
affairs. Air Commodore Wardoyo had previously served as principal general 
inspector in the office of the air force inspector general. [Excerpts] 
[Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 4 Feb 83 p 8] 5170 


REAR ADM ADANG SAFAAT--The post of commander of the Military Sea Frontier 
Command [KOLINLAMIL] has been transferred from the former incumbent, Rear Adm 
Soeprapto, to his replacement, Rear Adm Adang Safaat, at a formal military 
ceremony at KOLINLAMIL Dock in Tanjung Priok, Jakarta. Rear Adm Soeprapto will 
be assigned as senior officer in the office of the navy chief of staff at navy 
headquarters. Rear Adm Adang Safaat had previously been senior officer in the 
office of the navy chief of staff. [Excerpts] [Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in 
Indonesian 11 Feb 83 p 8] 5170 

















AMBASSADOR ABDOERACHMAN DJAJAPRAWIRA--The Argentine Government has agreed to the 
appointment of Abdoerachman Djajaprawira as Indonesian ambassador to Argentina. 
He replaces Ambassador A.G.G. Oke Djelantik, who had completed his tour of duty. 
Ambassador Abdoerachman was born in Jakarta on 7 October 1928. He entered the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1954. He has held a number of positions in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, both in Indonesia as well as overseas. In 1978 

he was assigned to the Inspectorate General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
a position which he held until he was appointed Indonesian ambassador to 
Argentina. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 5 Feb 83 p 9] 5170 


J. SOEDJATI DJIWANDONO--J. Soedjati Djiwandono, a member of the Executive 
Council of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), has been 
awarded a Ph. D. in international relations from the London School of Economics 
and Political Science. The ceremony took place on 19 January 1983. The title 
of his doctoral dissertation was: "An Analysis of the Use and Role of a Third 
Party in the Settlement of International Disputes with Special Reference to 
Indonesian-Soviet Relations.” Essentially, the dissertation reviews the role 
of the Soviet Union in the implementation of Indonesian foreign policy during 
the period of the West Irian campaign and Indonesian confrontation of Malaysia. 
Soedjati will resume his position as a director and senior staff member of CSIS 
and will hold the position of chairman of the Department of International 
Relations of CSIS. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 8 Feb 83 p 6] 5170 


JOGIE SUARDI MEMET-~-A change in command in the post of commander of 
Defense Area II took place on Saturday [12 February] at the headquarters of 
Defense Area II in Yogyakarta [Central Java], with Lt Gen wWijogo, the former 
incumbent, handing over to his replacement, Maj Gen Jogie Suardi Memet. 
Mohammed Jogie Suardi Memet was born on 16 May 1919 in Cirebon (Central Java]. 
In 1945-46 he took part in people's defense groups in Cirebon and joined 
Students’ Army Battalion 400. His military career then continued in various 
areas of West Java. He became the commander of Paratroop Battalion 330 in 
1965 and, 2 years later, was appointed to the command of Bandung Military 
District. After that he served as chief of staff of Air Defense Brigade 17. 
Before becoming commanding general of the Air Defense Command [KOPASANDHA], 
Gen Yogie was commander of Infantry Brigade 15 in the Siliwangi Division. 
Finally, he became commander of Military Region VI/Siliwangi, a position he 
held until his appointment as commander of Defense Area II. Courses which he 
has attended included paratroop training, advanced officer's training 
{[KUPALTU], the airborne infantry course [SUSLAPA INFANTRI], and the Army Staff 
and Command School. Gen Yogie holds the Guerrilla Star Medal, the 8-year ser- 
vice medal, and dozens of campaign medals. During hiS career since becoming 
an officer Yogie has been promoted every 4 years. This year he has been pro- 
moted to the rank of lieutenant general. He has two sons. The new commander 
of Defense Area II has “broken” the tradition of the Defense Area command. 

For the first time a commander of a military region haS been directly promoted 
to be commander of Defense Area II. His predecessor, Lt Gen Wiyogo, had pre- 
viously been commander of Defense Area I (Sumatra and West Kalimantan). The 
previous commander of Defense Area I, Gen (Retired) Widjojo Sujono, had pre- 
viously been commander of Defense Area III (Sulawesi). Another predecessor, 
Gen (Retired) Widodo, had also previously been commander of Defense Area I. 

















It has also been a “tradition” that after an officer is commander of Defense 
Area II, he is promoted to a still higher position. After Gen Widodo had com- 
pleted his service as commander of Defense Area II, he became Army chief of 
staff, while Gen Widjojo Sujono was subsequently promoted to be chief of staff 
of the Security and Order Commander [KOPKAMTIB]. Like other commanders of 
Defense Areas, Maj Gen Yogie Suardi Memet is a senior officer of the “succeeding 
generation” [i.e., he belongs to the generation that reached higher command 
well after the Indonesian Revolution of 1945-49]. However, whereas Lt Gen 
Susilo Sudarman (commander of Defense Area I), Lt Gen Himawan Sutanto (com- 
mander of Defense Area III), and Lt Gen Seno Hartono (commander of Defense 
Area IV) are graduates of the Military Academy in Yogyakarta in 1948, Gen 
Yogie is a 1952 graduate of the Army Officers’ Training Course [SP3AD]. Gen 
Yogie, during his career in the Siliwangi Military Region almost followed up 
on the whole career of Lt Gen Himawan Sutanto. When Siliwangi Division troops 
were participating in Operation "Kilat” [Lightning] in 1964, himawan was com- 
mander of Battalion 330. Yogie was a company commander at the time in tbat 
battalion and later became battalion commander. When, in October 1978, 
Himawan left the post of commander of the Siliwangi Military Region, his 
replacement was Gen Yogie, who had been commanding general of the Air Defense 
Command. [Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR HORAPAN in Indonesian 12 Feb 83 pp l, 12] 
5170 
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INDONESIA 


NEW GOVERNOR OF BANK INDONESIA 
Jakarta INDONESIAN OBSERVER in English 21 Mar 83 p 4 


[Text] Jakarta, 20 Mar (ANT)—The new Governor of Bank Indonesia [Indonesian 
Central Bank], Dr. Arifin M. Siregar, who is fluent in Indonesian, English, 
Dutch, German and French languages, has served as the alternate governor of 
the International Monetary Fund for Indonesia since February 1973. 


His latest position in Bank Indonesia, before he was appointed governor of 
the bank by the President, was Managing Director. He has occupied his posi- 
tion since November 1, 1971. 


Born in Medan on February 11, 1934, he was graduated from the Netherlands 
School of Economics in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, in 1956; from University of 
Munster, West Germany, in 1958; and obtained the degree of Ph.D. in Economics 
in 1960 [magna cum laude]. 


He was a research worker dealing with industrial problems at the University of 
Munster, West Germany, from July 1961; and an economic affairs officer in the 
Bureau of General Economic Research and Policies of the United Nations Head- 
quarters from June 1961 to March 1963. 


From March 1963 to June 1965, Siregar was a co-founded and research worker of 
the United Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut; and later, from july 
1965 to March 1969, he was posted as an economist in the Asian Department of 
the International Monetary Fund in Washington, USA. 


Siregar has since 1972 become member of the Board of Directors and the Executive 
Committee of Private Development Finance Company of Indonesia [PDFCI]. 


He was active an an adviser and member of the the Indonesian delegation to the 
IGGI [InterGovernmerntal Group on Indonesia) meetings. 


In June 1979, he was appointed president of the Indonesian Economic Association. 


He was an adviser and member of the Indonesian delegation for the regular meet- 
ings of the Interim and Development Committee of the International Monetary 


Fund and the World Bank. 


He was also ar adviser and member of Indonesian delegation for the meetings 
of the Asian Development Bank, the Islamic Development Bank and the ASEAN 
meetings on economic and mbnetary issues. 
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INDONESIA 


MANGANESE DEPOSIT AT KLIRIPAN OF EXPORT QUALITY 
Jakarta INDONESIAN OBSERVER in English 21 Mar 83 p 7 


[Text] Yogyakarta, 20 Mar (Ant)-—-The head of Yogyakarta provincial Manganese 
Mining Enterprise, Sumanto, has said that manganese deposits have been found 
in ten areas in Yogyakarta province, but those found at Kliripan village in 
the kabupaten of Kulon Progo have attracted the attention of foundaries in 


Japan. 


Sumanto has further said that the deposit of the 38-45 per cent quality manga- 
nese at Kliripan has been estimated at some 750,000 tons, quantity still 
feasible for mining to support Yogyakarta provincial as well as national de- 
velopment programs. 


Sumanto also disclosed that according to the LIPI, the Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences, the Krakatau Steel factory required some 17,000 tons of mangenese 


ore annually. 


If the manganese ore in the various areas of Yogyakarta province could be 
processed effectively, the requirement of the Indonesian steel factory could 
be met by the province, he added. 


In his explanations to “Antara last Thursday, Sumanto pointed out that most 


of the manganese ore from Kembang village in Pengasih district, kabupaten of 
Kulon Progo, had been absorbed however for the manufacture of "ABC" dry bat- 


teries. 
Exploitation since 1912 


Sumanto further explained that exploitation of manganese from Kliripan village 
had already started as early as 1912 by the Dutch-Indies mining enterprise 
until 1941, which was later continued by the Japanese between the years 1942- 


1945. 


Research results had shown that the manganese deposit at Kliripan is worth- 
while exploitirg. The deposits at the other places are all very small, Sumanto 


said. 
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From 1945 to 1953 mining activities at Kliripan came to a standstill. In 
1954 mining had been reactivated by a number of private enterprises until 


1959. 


In 1959 differences occurred among these private enterprises about the 
allotted mining areas. Based on the existing regulations the provincial 
government took the Kliripan wines over and since 1962 the management and 
exploitation has been entrusted to the Yogyakarta provincial Manganese Min- 
ing Enterprise, Sumanto said. 
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INDONESIA 


WORLD BANK LOAN FOR TRANSMIGRATION PROJECT 
Jakarta INDONESIAN OBSERVER in English 24 Mar 83 p 7 


[Text] Suitable land to resettle about 300,000 families in Indonesia will 

be identified under a project supported by a Dollars 101 million loan from 

the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). The screen- 
ing and evaluation of site will enable planners to find suitable locations for 
future settlements and ailow more time for planning and coordination of 
settlement among various agencies. The site screening and evaluation work 
will account for 75 percent of the total cost, estimated at Dollars 187.3 
million, with Indonesia providing Dollars 86.3 million. 


Indonesia's overall transmigration program, designed to move poor and land- 
less farmers to Java to less-crowded islands, is the largest voluntary reset- 


tlement effort in the world. 


Under the project, the Directorate of City and Regional Planning will screen 
approximately 500 sites; aerial photography, detailed topographic mapping, 
and soil surveys will be done on selected sites. Evaluation of the surveys 
will identify suitable land for up to 100,000 families a year over three 
years. By careful selection of sites, migrants will benefit from increased 
agricultural productivity, better markets, and improved tenure. 


In addition, about 2,000 families will be resettled in Baturaja, South 
Sumatra, with 4,400 hectares of tree crops, food crops, and gardens. Houses 
and village facilities such as schools and health centers will be constructed 
and soil conservation practices will be introduced. New facilities will also 
be provided for the existing migrant community. 


The project will also support program development at three agencies. Train- 
ing for the staff of the Directorate General of Transmigration will be im 
proved, and agricultural research in support of transmigration. Technical 
assistance will be supplied to the Minister for Development Supervision and 
Environment to improve the ecological soundness of transmigration projects. 


Past Bank Group lending in support of the Government's transmigration program 
amounted to Dollars 209 million under three projects, including an IBRD loan 
of Dollars 22 million for a pilot swamp reclamation project in South Sumatera. 








The IBRD loan is for 20 years, including five years of grace, at an interest 
rate of 11.6 percent per annum. The loan also carries an annual commitment 
charge of 0.75 percent on undisbursed balances and a front-end fee of 1.5 
percent on the amount of the loan. 
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INDONESIA 


PERTAMINA MAY NOT GET OIL HUNT LOANS 
Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES in English 31 Mar 83 p 4 
[Article by Peter Hazelhurst] 


[Text] Tokyo, Wed.-—-A Japanese company formed three years ago to help Indo- 
nesia explore oil may go back on its promises and refuse to give Pertamina 
additional loans to develop oil fields in Java, Kalimantan and Sumatra. 


Japanese government officials said the firm, Indonesian-Nippon Oil Cooper- 
ation (Inoco), a joint venture between the government and private oil com- 
panies, may have to renege on its promises because Inoco shareholders are 
reluctant to give Pertamina more loans because oil prices have dropped. 


Said an Indonesian diplomat: "We have not confirmed this report but if it 
is true it is a shock, Pertamina needs these loans for further prospect- 
ing work and to finance the digging of 25 wells in Java, Sumatra and Kali- 


mantan.” 


Inoco, which is capitalised at 36.5 billion yen or S$320 million had origi- 
nally decided to provide Pertamina with US$160 million (S$335 million) to 


exploit new wells. 


It subsequently promised Pertamina an additional US$88 million when estimates 
last year showed that the development costs would rise. 





However, shareholders of seven of 26 private firms in the Japanese consortium 
have turned down Pertamina's request for additional loans. 


Alarmed by the drop in the price of oil, shareholders of prominent companies, 
including the Mitsubishi Oil Company, Daikyo Oil Company, General Sekiyu Com- 
pany, Fuji Kosan Company and the Sumitomo Oil Development Company, voted down 
Inoco's proposal to provide Pertamina with further loans. 


Officials in the Japan Petroleum Development Corporation, one of Inoco's 
semi~official partners, said many shareholders had turned against the project 
because many new wells in Indonesia had failed to provide a profitable supply 


of oil. 
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“Only six of the 23 wells which have been completed were successful. We 
originally estimated that the project would provide 100,006 barrels of oil 


a day. But they are only providing 6,000 barrels of oil a day. Some share- 
holders described the project as a disaster and said they were no longer pre- 


pared to pour more money into it," an Inoco manager said. 


Inoco was founded in September 1979 to help Indonesia explore oil in confor- 
mity with Japan's policy of diversifying its oil suppliers. In turn, Japan 
was to receive crude oil from Indonesia. 
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KAMPUCHEA 





BOU THANG GREETINGS ON MPA ANNIVERSARY 
BK251420 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1200 GMT 24 Mar 83 


[Greetings message from PRK Defense Minister Bou Thang to General MPR Defense 
Minister Jamsrangiyn Yondon--date not given] 


[Text] Dear Comrade Minister: 


On behalf of cadres and male and female combatants and in my own name, I 
extend most sincere greetings to you on the glorious day of the 62d found- 
ing anniversary of the MPA. 


Availing myself of this occasion, I express the conviction that the bond 

of solidarity and friendship between the two peoples and armies of Kampuchea 
and Mongolia will further strengthen and develop on the basis of our peoples’ 
common desire for independence, peace and socialism. 


Once again, allow me to extend to you and, through you, the cadres and male 
and female combatants of the MPA, our best regards and wishes for greater 


victories in the defense and construction of your glorious socialist father- 
land. 


Please accept my highest regards. 


[Signed] Bou Thang, defense minister of the PRK. 
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INTRUSIONS ALONG THAI BORDER INTERCEPTED 


BKO11700 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1200 GMT 31 Mar 83 
[From the “Roundup of Outstanding Events of the Week" program] 


[Text] Taking advantage of the artillery fire cover provided by the Thai au- 
thorities, the Pol Pot remnants hiding in Thai territory surreptitiously 
crossed the border in an attempt to carry out sabotage activities and commit 
crimes in Kampuchea. However, each of their attempts in the past week was 
intercepted and smashed by our border defense forces and militia units. Both 
those who had crossed the border and those who were crossing it met with the 


same fate. 


On 17 March, at a point 40 km southwest of Stung Treng town, a number of 
bandits attempted to contact their informers and loot the people's paddy. 
Even before they could enjoy their booty, our armed forces surrounded then, 
killed 27 of them on the spot and seized 21 assorted weapons. On 18 March, 

a number of enemy elements crossed the border from Thailand into the Varin 
area, Siem Reap Province, in two columns in an attempt to carry out crimes 
there. The highly vigilant regional armed forces intercepted them, killing 
24 on the spot and seizing or destroying 5 weapons, a field radio and some 
other war materiel. The survivors fled back to Thai territory in panic. On 
19 March, our border defense forces at Hill 343 of Koh Kong Province en- 
countered a group of enemy elements trying to sneak into the country through 
a dense forest. We killed eight of them and seized seven AK's. On 22 March, 
the militia units of Rovieng District stumbled on three enemy soldiers attempt- 
ing to plant mines to cut off Route 56. As they refused to surrender, our 
wilitiamen killed all three of them and seized an AK, a B-40 and two mines. 
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FRESH SRV DIVISION HEADING FOR THAI BORDER 
BKO80706 Hong Kong AFP in English 0652 GMT 8 Apr 83 
[By Jim Wolf] 


[Text] Bangkok, 8 Apr (AFP)-—-A fresh Vietnamese division, including three 
infantry regiments, has begun rumbling toward the Thai-Cambodian border in 
an apparent prelude to new drives against resistance enclaves, Western ex- 
perts said today. 


The sources said the Siem Reap-based ninth division appeared to be moving 
along Cambodia's Highway Six, which curls around the great Tonle Sap Lake 
enroute to Thailand from Phnom Penh. 


The ninth division, now estimated to field about 6,000 men, includes three 
infantry regiments equipped with Soviet-built T-54 and T-55 tanks. U.S.-made 
M-113 armored personnel carriers and 130 m artillery. 


Elements of four Vietnamese divisions have already taken part in Vietnam's 
current dry-season offensive north of the key border town of Aranyaprathet, 
230 kilometers (142 miles) east of Bangkok, according to the best information 
available. 


Western sources said the fresh Vietnamese division, one of over a dozen in 
Cambodia, appeared to be rolling into position to serve as a reserve. 


Hanoi-led forces launched their latest drive against Beijing-armed Cambodian 
insurgents last Thursday, overrunning two major border settlements, scatter- 
ing refugees and guerrillas and allegedly holding bits of Thai territory 
before being bombed, napalmed and strafed back across the border. 


One military expert said an attack on the Ban Sa-ngae headquarters of guer- 
rilla leader Son Sann appeared to be “next on the agenda." 


Ban Sa-ngae, which houses about 22,000 civilians and 3,000 guerrillas, is 40 
kilometers (24 miles) north of Phnom Chat, a Khmer Rouge mountain stronghold 
captured by Vietnamese fifth division units at the start of the campaign. 














A report from the front said a fresh Vietnamese battalion, also from the north- 
western province of Siem Reap, had meanwhile been rotated in and taken up 
position at Svay Chek, 18 kilometers (11 miles) due east of Nong Samet, another 
potential Vietnamese target. 


Nong Samet, also controlled by forces loyal to Son Sann's Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front, houses about 77,000 civilians. 


Military analysts said Vietnam may be waiting until reinforcements are in place 
before striking, but the consensus is that another major assault is inevitable. 


One likely scenario, according to experts, is the use of infantry at KPNLF 
headquarters to destroy it for good, while hurling artillery fire only at the 
Nong Samet to drive its huge population into Thailand. 


Both camps are said by experts to be indefensible in the face of sustained 
artillery attacks. The frontier was reported tense but calm today. Thai 
officials said 18 artillery rounds had dropped beside KPNLF headquarters 


yesterday. 
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KPRAF POLITICAL OFFICERS ARRIVE IN HANOI 
BKO50813 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0437 GMT 5 Apr 83 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 5 Apr (SPK)—A delegation of political ofricers of the 
KPRAF led by Meas Kroch, deputy defense minister and chief of the general 
Political Department, arrived on Monday in Hanoi for a visit at the invita- 
tion of the VPA's Political Department. 


It was greeted by General Chu Huy Man, member of the VCP Central Committee 
Political Bureau and chief of the VCP's general Political Department; Gener- 
als Dang Vu Hiep and Nguyen Nam Khanh, members of the VCP Central Committee 
and deputy chiefs of the general Political Department; and other high-ranking 
officers. 


Sieng Saran and Khamfeuane Tounalom, respectively ambassadors of Kampuchea 
and Laos to Vietnam, were also present when the delegation arrived. 


At a reception he hosted in honor of the Kampuchean military delegation, Gen 
Chu Huy Man warly greeted the great victories won by the Kampuchean people 
and their armed forces during the past 4 years and stressed that they are the 
result of two peoples’ and armed forces’ special friendship and solidarity. 


On behalf of the Kampuchean army delegation, Meas Kroch praised the combat 
solidarity between the Kampuchean and Vietnamese peoples and their armed 
forces, as well as between the armed forces of Kampuchea and Laos. He af- 
firmed that the present visit of the delegation will contribute to strengthen- 
ing further the solidarity between the Kampuchean and Vietnamese peoples. 


CSO: 4219/55 
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BRIEF 


UPCOMING GREEK COMMUNIST PARTY VISIT--At the invitation of the KPRP Central 
Committee, a delegation of the Greek Communist Party (GDP), will soon arrive 
in Phnom Penh for an official friendship visit to Kampuchea, according to a 
communique of the PRK Ministry of Foreign Affairs made public today. The 
delegation will be led by Panaiodis Laphazanis, alternate member of the GCP 
Central Committee and deputy head of the GCP Central Committee's external 
relations. [Text] [BK051009 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1444 GMT 4 Apr 83] 
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RESTRICTIONS ON TEMPLE FAIRS DISCUSSED 


Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 28, 29 Jan 83 


[Conversation with the Editor" Column: “Aren't We Allowed To Have Any Temple 
Fairs?"] 


{28 Jan 83 p 2] 


[Text] [Question] Dear Editor: First of all, we would like to say that we 
admire you for clearing up different problems in this column. Today we have 


the following question. 


1. We have heard that there was an announcement banning the people from organ- 
izing temple fairs. Is this true? Why? This is all we have to ask, and we 
hope you can clear this up for us. Vientiane people, 10 January 1983. 


[Answer] Dear person who uses the name "people": The order of Vientiane Cap- 
ital Administrative Committee No 4311/VT on 9 December 1982 to the administra- 
tive committees of districts that are subordinate to Vientiane Capital ordered 
them to stop giving permission to many different organizations in the bases 
and to the people who organize the fairs to raise money. 


Recently the base administrative committees have allowed many different organ- 
izations and the people to organize temple fairs which are not consistent with 
the policies set by the party and governmer.:: It is a revival and encouragement 
of the money-raising techniques of the old ‘zgime. 


By lacking control and inspection of the [temple] fairs and other festive gath- 
erings used to raise money as they pleased; at many fairs bad incidents occur- 
red, e.g., gambling, music, singing, and dancing, the characteristics of the 
old regime and of the reactionaries and Western capitalists. They also organ- 
ized the Lao dance “ramvong"” for money-raising without any regard for the reg- 
ulations concerning sociocultural controls and our national tradition. As a 
result, a number of bad incidents occurred which created an opening through 
which enemies could easily interfere, and [this] also caused difficulties for 


public security work. 




















Thus, the Vientiane Capital Administrative Committee has ordered the district 
and canton administrative committees within Vientiane Capital to stop giving 
permission to allow base organizations and the people to organize fairs and 
money-raising that is not consistent with the policies and the new socialist 
culture. Meanwhile, they should strictly follow up their inspection of the 
fairs which have not been granted permission. 


[29 Jan 83 pp 2, 4] 


[Text] The preceding was part of the order issued for everyone to implement. 
The comrade who used the name “the people” should review the working and not 
rush to misjudge the order, e.g., incorrect criticism which will damage the 


administrative committee of our own people. 


Truly the traditional fair has not been banned at all. Our people have the 
right to organize it; however, they are not allowed to exploit it as a way to 
earn money. It can be simply said that any fair for raising money is absolute- 
ly banned. A paragraph of the order said that the people's traditional fair 

is allowed to be organized according to our fine Lao tradition. If [there are] 
different festive activities during a celebration, the contents must be in 

line with the set policies of the party and government. There can be absolute- 
ly no exploitation with fundraising of any kind. 





This is a section of the order that has been issued. Many of our people have 
not yet grasped [the contents] of this order. Thus they believe that the gov- 
ernment has banned fairs. Speaking in this manner is like a person who knows 
nothing but talks with their eyes closed. In other words, it is a form of the 
enemy propaganda which takes advantage of some forms or situations that the 
people do not understand to propagandize and create confusion; or it is what 
we call the enemy's psychological warfare. Comrade, when you understand this 
you must explain it to others. Absolutely do not let them be misled because 
it causes many undesirable effects for us. Once again, if it is possible the 
administrative committee should clearly explain [this] to the people, and also 
guide ways to organize the ceremony to be consistent with the order that has 
been issued. They should cooperate with the local canton and village adminis- 
trative committees to make them become widely [persuasive] and unified within 
limits so that the order becomes effective and the people understand our cor- 
rect policies. We should not let anyone who does not understand take advantage 
by propagandizing about bad things which will result in a lack of unity and 


misunderstanding. 


We have had quite a long discussion. We hope you are able to grasp it and 
effectively implement the order. When you, yourself, understand the order you 
should explain it so other people understand it correctly. This is to create 
solidarity and to increase steadily the solidarity of the masses. 


9884 
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COLUMN CLARIFIES POLICY ON LAND ABANDONED BY REFUGEES 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 25, 26 Jan 83 


["“Conversation with the Editor" Column: “Problem of Land Control") 


[25 Jan 83 p 2] 


[Text] [Question] Dear editor: Not long ago I read about the problem of con- 
trolling the abandoned land which is national property, and the empty land in 
Vientiane Capital left by refugees who fled the country. I am very interested 
in this issue. I want to ask you for more details. Recently, some cases in- 
volving the circular have not been handled so well. What can be done about it? 
i hope you can clear thir up for me. Heung, 15 Jan 1983. 


[Answer] Dear Comrade Heung: Circular No 1464 issued 30 December 1982 by the 
Ministry of Finance gives the following details concerning "the protection of 
the abandoned land which is a national property and the empty land left by ref- 
ugees who fled the country in Vientiane Capital. It is noted that there is a 
fair amount of abandoned land of the government and of the refugees who fled 

the country, in each ward in Vientiane Capital. However, no administrative com- 
mittees of any level attentively protect it. Now some opportunists are taking 
the land as their own. In some localities, the administrative committees have 
allowed their acquaintances to build houses, and [in some cases] have allowed 
the opportunists to sell it. 


"Hence, all levels of administrative committees are assigned to help, in their 
own areas, taking care of the abandoned land of the government and of the refu- 
gees who fled the country in their own areas. Absolutely no one is allowed to 
use their power to seize this land for themselves, and no one is allowed to put 
up private houses. However, the people's collective benefits are for the nation 
itself. The Ministry of Finance will decide to let [villages], cantons, dis- 
tricts, and different organizations set up hospitals, schools, club, offices and 
collective houses; however, they have to first ask for approval from the Minis- 
try of Finance." 


All of the above was included in the Ministry of Finance circular No 1264 which 
was already covered in VIENTIANE MAI. However, for Comrade Heung who is inter- 
ested in the VIENTIANE MAI column, we would like to discuss additional cases. 
First of all, all levels of administrative committees, especially from the dis- 
trict, canton, village and the people, must absorb and firmly grasp the contents 
of this circular. 
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[26 Jan 83 p 2] 


[Text] Generally speaking, the administrative committee must be a driving force 
to further the contents of the circular among the people to know and strictly 
carry them out. It is true, as you said, that bad things happened in the past. 
This is because our administrative committees who are involved in the base lev- 
els as well as the people and cadres still take this matter lightly. They do 
not grasp their own right of collective mastery. In exceptional cases like the 
desire to build collective houses, e.g., hospitals, schools, offices, etc., on 
the abandoned land of the government, it is indicated in the circular that it 
must be approved by the Ministry of Finance first, otherwise it will be consider- 
ed to violate the circular, and is considered wrongdoing. For cases in the past 
that violated this circular's regulations, the administrative committee involved 
should notify the purpose or report to the Ministry of Finance in order to get 
approval from the ministry first, so it will be legal. Meanwhile, the adminis- 
trative committee must recheck the problem. If they see any places still vio- 
lating the regulations, they must [prepare a document] and then report to the 
Ministry of Finance accordingly, in order to implement the contents of the cir- 
cular that is still in effect. Although it did not set up detailed rules, its 
contents are considered complete and will take effect starting from the date it 
was signed. Thus, any places realizing they have violated the circular should 
correctly prepare the document and ask for approval in the right way. Other- 
wise, they will be considered as violating [the regulation]. If this is so, 
there is a need for new measures in order to maintain all the regulations that 


are in effect. Thank you. 


9884 
CSO: 4206/61 











VIENTIANE GOVERNMENT ORDERS PROPERTY REGISTRATION 


Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 10 Feb 83 p 1 


[Announcement of the Vientiane Capital Administrative Committee on 7 February 
1983 Concerning Property Registration] 


[Text] In order to allow the administrative committee to inspect and register 
land and private homes within the municipal area of Vientiane Capital for the 
purpose of guaranteeing the rightful property of the people, the Vientiane 
Capital Administrative Committee hereby makes the following announcement. 


l. Private land and homeowners, whether they are government employees, mili- 
tary, police, the people, or aliens, must bring their land registration papers 
and house building permits to report to the Department of Lands, [government 
housing], Ministry of Finance, on the date and time set. 


2. For houses that were bought from others either before or after the libera- 
tion nationwide, the buyers must report their purchase papers and registration. 


3. For houses whose owners have fled [the country] or whose owners have no 
longer resided in the houses since the nationwide liberation, the people who 
have moved in and are taking care of the houses must report [to the authorities 
mentioned.] If available please bring along the ownership transfer papers of 
the homeowners who fled or are no longer there. 


4. For houses that are being rented out either to organizations, offices, per- 
sons, aliens, diplomats or international organizations, the owners must report 
their lease along with their registered titles. 


5. Houses that were newly built after the nationwide liberation, whether they 
were built with dirt or wood, that have registered titles and a house building 


permit, must be reported. 


6. Government houses and land that were given to cadres, government employees, 
soldiers and police to live in and to take care of will be inspected and later 


registered separately. 
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7. Schedules for inspection and registration are as follows: for Saisettha 
and Chanthaburi Districts, from 14 February 1983 to 16 March 1983; other dis- 


tricts will be announced later. 


8. If this is not done within the above time period the home and land owner- 
ship will be considered illegal. 


Vientiane Capital, 7 February 1983. Representative of the Vientiane Capital 
Administrative Committee, Chairman, Phao Phimphichan. 


9884 
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NOUHAK SIGNS DECREE ON CULTURAL CONTROLS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 10 Feb 83 p 2 


{[Article: "Decree on Cultural Controls in the LPDR by the Council of Prime 
Ministers" ] 


[Text] Many of the plenums of the party Central Committee indicate that cul- 
tural demands are to fulfill the demands of the people in terms of material 
and nonmaterial means. 





Thus, material products are material values for culture which are produced in 
order to satisfy living in society, e.g., living conditions, clothing, trans- 
portation, etc. Nonmaterial cultural products are nonmaterial values for cul- 
ture whose aim is to fulfill the needs of the people in society, e.g., know- 
ledge, intelligence, quality, morality, ideology, education, etc. 


The cultural products that indicate social characteristics of different [social 
forms] at different times always have a strong effect on [social intelligence]. 


In our country cultural production has recently been expanded along with in- 
ternal and external trade. This is because the demand for the cultural pro- 
ducts of Laos has increased both within and without the country. Cultural ex- 
change between countries has increased. Meanwhile, trade in cultural products, 
both for import and export, has also increased. Because there have been no 
controls in the past, we have been infiltrated by foreign cultural products 
that are not consistent with our present Lao society, e.g., tapes of Thai music, 
nude pictures, novels, sex magazines, [peepshows], etc. Also, valuable Lao 
cultural products are being illegally smuggled out of the country. 


In order to maintain control over our fine national culture and to build up the 
new socialism, the Council of Ministers has agreed to the following plenum: 


Article I. In order to carry out the work of control by the Ministry of Cul- 
ture the following detailed duties must be carried out. 


1. [We] must firmly grasp the demands of being able to serve and to fulfill 
{cultural materials] in order to set rules for any occupation or any socio- 

cultural products that can be included in trade enterprise (for government, 

collective and private enterprise). 











2. It is the duty of administrative committees of different levels to give out 
[license permits] for occupations and sociocultural products of the government, 
collective and private sectors which are correctly requested according to the 
regulations of the Ministry of Culture. [People] must request licenses from 
the police department for photography, films, film developing, etc., involving 
national security. The police department will set up regulations, measures 

and qualifications, and forms for the [permit holders] to run their enterprises. 


3. Guide and lead the government, collective and private organizations that 
have been permitted to run enterprises to follow correctly the set enterprise 
regulations. Meanwhile, any illegal moves must be stopped immediately. 


Article II. Setting occupations and types of cultural goods within the control 
of the Ministry of Culture. 


The Ministry of Culture is given the power to decide what kinds of vocational 
occupations and [cultural materials] are acceptable for enterprises, and which 


are not, as follows. 


A. Government, collective and private organizations are allowed to run the 
following enterprises: 


1. New books, old books, newspapers, magazines, pictures, and different pro- 
paganda pictures which are distributed to branches by the Ministry of Culture 
by giving commissions to the sellers. 


2. Paintings, different inset carvings (wood, stone, dirt, tusk), carvings, 
sculptures, and cast statues that are not in the forbidden categories. 


3. [Official decorations], green flags to order for different organizations 
and offices. | 


4. Weaving, sewing, and embroidery products. 


5. Musical instruments produced in the country, and tapes of Lao songs or Lao 
music approved by the Ministry of Culture. 


6. Approved publishing which is under the guidance of the Ministry of Culture. 


B. Government, collective and private organizations are not allowed [to run] 
the following [enterprises]: 


l. Film purchasing and sales, including movies and regular film, both blank 
as well as film that has already been shot. 


2. Trade in [paper for developing pictures], developers, cameras, [enlarging 
equipment], and different accessories and spare parts for photography. 


3. Trade in records, cassette tapes (both those that have already been record- 
ed and those that have not). 
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4. Trade in antiques: - items of stone, gold, steel, and wood, household 
items, items used in production and fighting many centuries ago or with valu- 
able designs, and during the war of liberation; books, documents and different 
old bibles; no matter what [script] they were printed in, they are meaningful 
in history, art, literature, and science; old objects of art which are now 
rare, and new objects of art which are no longer being produced; Buddist tem- 
ple offerings, musical instruments, gold items of all tribes used in different 


temple fairs. 


5. No private sector is allowed to have private troupes. 


6. Trade in different documents that are propagandistic, with older contents 
that are not consistent with the party and government policies, and our fine 
tradition, e.g., nudes or magazine covers, and novels that will ruin morality, 


etc. 


Article III. It is the duty of the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Fi- 
nance (the Revenue Department), the Ministry of Industry and Trade, the Minis- 
try of Interior, provincial administrative organizations and capital adminis- 
trative organizations to carry out this plenum and the detailed regulations 
depending on their individual roles. Vientiane, 22 March 1983, [rank] of [per- 
manent] Council of Ministers, the Council of Ministers, Deputy Minister, signed 
and stamped, Nouhak Phoumsavan. 


9884 
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BRIEFS 


NEW POLISH AMBASSADOR--Vientiane, 8 Mar (OANA-KPL)--Sali Vongkhamsao, secre- 
tary of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party Central Committee, vice-chairman 
of the Council of Ministers and chairman of the State Planning Committee, on 
7 March, received here Josep Puta, new Polish ambassador to Laos. On the 
occasion, Vice-Chairman S. Vongkhamsao had conducted a cordial and friendly 
conversation with the Polish guest by underlining on the basic construction 
of socialist economy since the foundation of the Lao PDR. Moreover, the host 
and guest had further exchanged views on the development of mutual relations 
and cooperation between the Lao PDR and the Polish People's Republic, for 

the benefit of the peoples of the two countries. [Text] [BK101958 Vientiane 
KPL in English 0901 CMT 8 Mar 83] 


AID FROM INDIA--Vientiane, 9 Mar (OANA-KPL)--A handing-over ceremony of 600,000 
kips worth of aid from the Republic of India was organized here on 8 March. 
This 12-ton aid, namely fabric, is the assistance of the Indian Government 
given to the Lao PDR. On the occasion, Chanpheng Bounnaphon, deputy-minister 
of trade, on behalf of the Lao Government, extended sincere thanks to the 
Indian Government through an intermediary, Tara Signh, charge d'affaires A. I. 
of Indian Embassy to Laos, who presented the aid on behalf of the Indian 
Government. The deputy-minister of trade further appreciated the Indian as- 
sistance wnich was regarded as a contribution to the development of friend- 
ship relations and cooperation between Laos and India. [Text] [BK102006 
Vientiane KPL in English 0927 GMT 9 Mar 83] 


CSSR ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY--Vientiane, 7 Mar (KPL)--Ladislav Kocsis, ambassador 
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic to the Lao PDR [People's Democratic Re- 
public] on 4 March, held here a get-together marking the 34th commemoration 
of victorious Tebruary of the CSSR. Present on the occasion were Maisouk 
Saisompheng, member of the Party Central Committee, minister of industry, 
handicrafts and forestry; Thongsing Thammay: - lternate-member of the Party 
Central Committee, and chairman of the State ~..aittee for News Agency, News- 
paper, Radio and Television; Ounheuan Phounsavat, vice-president of Laos- 
Czechoslovakia Friendship Association; and Soulivong Phasitthidet, deputy- 
minister for foreign affairs. Diplomatic envoys of the socialist countries 
and representatives of international organizations to the Lao PDR were also 
on hand. [Text] [BK101958 Vientiane KPL in English 0908 GMT 7 Mar 83] 
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SWEDISH AID TO LAOS--Vientiane, 23 Mar (OANA-KPL)--A hand-over ceremony of 
Laos-Sweden acetylene-oxygen factory was held here on 21 March. Present at 
the ceremony were Nousai Sitthisai, Lao deputy-minister of industry, handi- 
craft and forestry, and Mats Aberg, Swedish charge d'affaires to Laos. The 
representative of SIDA and Swedish expert work team were also on hand. It was 
reported that this newly reinstalled factory [which] costs over 9 million 
kronas can produce 4,500 tanks of oxygen and acetylene per year. N. Sitthisai, 
on this occasion, expressed deep gratitude to the Swedish Government and 
people for their assistance accorded to Laos and wished for the development 
of friendship relations and cooperation between the two countries. [Text] 
{[BK240551 Vientiane KPL in English 0919 GMT 23 Mar 83] 


PARTY DELEGATION RETURNS HOME--Vientiane, 23 Mar (KPL)--A Lao party delegation 
led by Col General Saman Vi-gnaket, secretary of the Party CC, head of the 
Organizational Committee of the Party CC, returned home on 22 March, from 
Moscow after attending the conference of secretaries of the Party CC of the 
socialist countries held in Moscow from 14-15 March. Meeting the delegation 
at the airport were Maichantan Sengmani, secretary of the Party CC, head of 
the party and State Control Committee of the Party Central Committee and of 
the Council of Ministers along with a number of high ranking officials. Also 
present at the airport was Vladimir Sobchenko, ambassador of the Soviet Union 
to Laos. [Text] [BK240551 Vientiane KPL in English 0925 GMT 23 Mar 83] 


SRV PROVINCIAL DELEGATION'S VISIT--Vientiane, 23 Mar (KPL)--A provincial 
party delegation of Binh Tri Thien led by Vu Thanh, member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam CC, secretary of the party of the province, is now visiting 
the southern province of Savannakhet. The official visit of this Vietnamese 
delegation is aimed to enhance the relations of friendship and special militant 
solidarity between the peoples of the two provinces. Bounn-ngang Volachit, 
party secretary of Savannakhet, who is also a member of the Lao People's 
Revolutionary Party CC and party and administrative officials are to exchange 
views on mutual assistance between the two provinces. The Vietnamese Pro- 
vincial Party delegation is also to take part in the 28th anniversary of the 
Lao People's Revolutionary Party. [Text] [BK240551 Vientiane KPL in English 


0927 GMT 23 Mar 83] 


USSR AMITY ASSOCIATION ANNIVERSARY--Vientiane, 18 Feb (KPL)--The Lao-Soviet 
Friendship Association on 14 February, organized here a get-together to mark 
the 7th founding anniversary of the above association. Among those present 
on this occasion, was Khamsouk Sai-gnaseng, member of the Party CC, president 
of the Lao-Soviet Friendship Association. The Soviet cultural counsellor 

and the representatives of the Soviet-Lao Friendship Association to Laos were 
also on hand. K. Sai-gnaseng, on this occasion, delivered a speech, praising 
the past 7 years" activities of the said association and its development which 
have helped Lao people to understand the Soviet people more. He further wished 
for the strengthening of the association. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 
0915 GMT 18 Feb 83 BK] 


DELEGATIONS RETURN FROM SRV-—-Vientiane, 18 Feb (OANA/KPL)--A delegation of the 
Ministry of Transport and Postal Office led by Phao Bounnaphon, alternate- 
member of the Central Committee of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party, and 








ee ——— 


minister of the said ministry, on 17 February, ended its 13-day official visit 
to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. A protocol on cooperation in the said 
fields for 1983 was signed and talks for further mutual cooperation on com- 
munication, transport and postal service, based on bilateral agreement signed 
between the Lao PDR and the SRV, were held during its stay in Vietnam. [Text] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0910 GMT 18 Feb 83 BK] 


DELEGATION RETURNS FROM ATHENS—Vientiane, 17 Feb (OANA/KPL)--The delegation 
of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union [LPRYU], which attended the 
international conference for the solidarity with Palestinian people held from 
20 to 24 January in Athens was recently back home. The Lao delegation which 
was led by Bouakeo Dalaloi, head of the External Relations Department of the 
LPRYU, while in Athens, also attended the conference of the Executive Committee 
of the International Students* Union, held from 22 to 25 January in the same 
city. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0905 GMT 17 Feb 83 BK] 


VIETNAMESE PROVINCIAL DELEGATION—Vientiane, 15 Mar (KPL)--A delegation of the 
Vietnamese Lai Chau Province led by its party committee's secretary Nguyen 
Hiem, on 1l March, arrived in its Lao sister province of Phong Saly for an 
official friendship visit. In Phong Saly Province, the Vietnamese delegation 
was greeted by Kham On, secretary of the Provincial Party Committee, and other 
members of the Party Committee and Administrative Committee of Phong Saly. 

The visit of the Vietnamese delegation to its sister Lao province is aimed at 
strengthening the existing mutual cooperation between the two sister provinces, 
and generally for the enhancement of friendship relations and special com- 
bative solidarity between the two sister provinces. [Text] [BK220514 
Vientiane KPL in English 0910 GMT 15 Mar 83] 





SRV TRANSPORT PROTOCOL SIGNED-—-Vientiane, 14 Mar (OANA-KPL)-——A protocol on 
border transport for 1982-83 was signed here on 11 March between the Lao 
Transit Company and the Federation of Border Trade Company of Vietnam. The 
ceremony was attended by Bouasi Lovansai, first deputy minister of transport 
and posts, and Tran Van Hoa, economic counselor-assistant of the SRV Embassy 
to the LPDR. [Text] [BK220514 Vientiane KPL in English 0923 GMT 14 Mar 83] 


SRV MINING MEMORANDUM SIGNED--Vientiane, 19 Mar (OANA-KPL)--A memorandum on 
construction of gypsum mines in Donghen, Savannakhet Province, was signed here 
on 18 March between Laos and Vietnam. The signing ceremony was conducted by 
Phanom Phouthakeo, head of Lao Mineral Extraction Company of the Ministry of 
Industry, Handicraft and Forestry, and Ta Van Due, head of the Grit and Sand 
Supply Federation. The signing ceremony was attended by Nousai Sitthisai, 
deputy-minister of industry, handicraft and forestry, and Dam Xuan Dung, 
economic counsellor of the Vietnamese Embassy to Laos. [Text] [BK220514 
Vientiane KPL in English 0909 GMT 19 Mar 83] 


SRV-AIDED ROAD CONSTRUCTION—-Vientiane, 15 Mar (OANA-KPL)-—-A 86 km long seg- 
ment of raod on Highway No 6 linking Ban Ban and Nam Neun hamlets in Kham 
District, Xiengkhouang Province, constructed by road-builders of the Federa- 
tion Construction Enterprise No 8 of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, was 
handed over to the Lao PDR on 10 March. The handing-over ceremony was attended 
by Phao Bounnaphon, alternate member of the Party Central Committee and chairman 








of the Administrative Committee of Xieng Khouang Province, Nguyen Nam Hai, 
deputy-minister of communication and transport, of Vietnam and Dam Xuan Dung 
and Le Hiu Vi, respectively economic counsellor and charge d'affaires A.I. 
of the Vietnamese Embassy to Laos. [Text] [BK220514 Vientiane KPL in 
English 0901 GMT 15 Mar 83] 


MPR ART PERFORMANCE-—-Vientiane, 19 Mar (KPL)--The state folksong and dance 
ensemble of the Mongolian People’s Republic, led by its Director Damchaaguin 
Miang Mardory, on the evening of 17 March, gave its premier here. Among 
those present at the show were Maisouk Saisompheng, member of the Party CC, 
minister of industry, handicrafts and forestry; Sisana Sisan, member of the 
Party CC, minister of culture, president of the Laos-Mongolia Friendship As- 
sociation; Khamphai Boupha, member of the party CC, first vice-minister for 
foreign affairs; and other high ranking party, state officials. Orsoogiyn 
Nyamaa, the Mongolian ambassador to Laos and the diplomatic envoys of the 
socialist countries were also on hand. The Mongolian art troup arrived here 
on 16 March. [Text] [BK220514 Vientiane KPL in English 0911 GMT 19 Mar 83] 





ITALIAN ENVOY TO LEAVE—Vientiane, 2 Mar (KPL)--Phoun Sipaseut, vice-chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, and minister for foreign affairs, on 1 April 
received F. Ripandelli, extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of Italy 
to Laos, on the occasion of the latter's ending of diplomatic mission here. 
The meeting was proceeded in a friendship atmosphere. [Text] [BK031509 
Vientiane KPL in English 0912 GMT 3 Apr 83] 


MPR COOPERATION COMMISSIONS’ MEETING--Vientiane, 31 Mar (KPL)--Talks were held 
here on 29 March, between the delegations of the Intergovernmental Commissions 
for Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperations of Laos and Mongolia. 

The talks were conducted by Somphavan Inthavong, vice-chairman of the State 
Planning Committee and of the Lao-Mongolian Intergovernmental Commission for 
Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation, and (B. I. Baljingiyn), first 
vice-chairman of the State Committee for External Economic Relations and vice- 
chairman of Mongolian-Lao Intergovernmental Commission for Economic, Scientific 
and Technical Cooperation. The discussion was dealt on the implementation of 
the past cooperation programs laid down by the third session of the commissions 
and on the preparation for the commission's fourth session which is scheduled 
to be opened in the third trimester of this year in Ulaanbaatar. The talks 
which were proceeded in an atmosphere of friendship cordiality marked with an 
identity of views on all issues discussed. [Text] [BKO31509 Vientiane KPL 

in English 0903 GMT 31 Mar 83] 


DELEGATION'S DEPARTURE FOR MOSCOW-—-Vientiane, 31 Mar (KPL)--A delegation of 
Laos-USSR Friendship Association, led by Savang Chanthepha, vice-president of 
the Lao Committee for World Peace Defence, on 30 March, left here for Moscow 
to attend a seminar marking the 25th anniversary of the Federation of Friend- 
ship Associations and Cultural Cooperation of the Soviet Union. Seeing the 
delegation off at the airport was Dr Khamliang Phonsena, minister of public 
health, vice-president of Laos-USSR Friendship Association. Ivan Trouchine, 
the Soviet Embassy’s cultural counselor, and Yuriy Astakov, representative of 
USSR-Laos Friendship Association to Laos, were also present at the airport. 
[Text] [BKO31509 Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 31 Mar 83] 








SOVIET AMITY DELEGATION'S DFPARTURE-—-Vientiane, 31 Mar (KPL)--A delegation 

of the USSR-Laos Friendship Association led »y its vice-president, D. Aleksey, 
who is also a member of the presidium of tne Federation of the USSR-Laos 
Friendship Association for Cultural Cooperation with Foreign Countries, on 

30 March, left here after paying an 8-day visit to Laos. The delegation was 
seen off at the airport by Dr. Khamliang Phonsena, minister of public health, 
vice-president of Laos-USSR Friendship Association, along with other officials 
concerned. Ivan Trouchine, cultural counselor of the Soviet Embassy to Laos, 
and Yuriy Astakov, representative of USSR-Laos Friendship Association to 
Laos, were also on hand. [Text] [BKO31509 Vientiane KPL in English 0912 GMT 
31 Mar 83] 


ENVOY TO UNITED NATIONS--Vientiane, 24 Mar (OANA-KPL)--Souphanouvong, president 
of the People's Democratic Republic, the People’s Supreme Assembly, and the 
Lao Front for National Construction, yesterday, received Kithong Vongsai, new 
ambassador of the Lao PDR to UNO. On this occasion, President Souphanouvong 
gave advise to K. Vongsai, underlining on foreign policy of the Lao PDR, and 
also wished the latter successes in fulfilling his mission which was assigned 
to him by the party and government. Thongdam Chanthaphon, deputy-minister and 
head of presidential office, was also on hand. [Text] [BK281405 Vientiane 
KPL in English 0909 GMT 23 Mar 83] 


MEMORANDUM SIGNED WITH USSR-—Vientiane, 24 Mar (OANA-KPL)--A memorandum on 
building construction work and production activities of the Intergovernmental 
Commission for Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation Between Laos 

and the Soviet Union was signed here on 22 March. The signing was conducted 

by Sengkham Phinit and Bibin, respectively deputy-ministers of construction of 
Laos and the Soviet Union. Also present on the occasion were Seun Phetsang-man, 
deputy minister of construction, Konstantin Andreyevich Stepanov, economic 
counselor of the Soviet Embassy to Laos. The memorandum has spelled out the 
chronological implementation of the fraternal cooperation projects between 

the two construction ministries. [Text] [BK281405 Vientiane KPL in English 


0911 GMT 24 Mar 83] 


USSR DELEGATION DEPARTS--Vientiane, 26 Mar (KPL)--A delegation of the building 
construction work and production activity of the Intergovernmental Commission 
for Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation Between USSR and the 
Lao PDR led by Bibin, deputy minister of concluding [as received] its 2-week 
visit. The delegation was seen off at the airport by Senkham Phinit, deputy- 
minister of construction, and other officials. [Text] [BK281405 Vientiane 
KPL in English 0912 GMT 26 Mar 83] 


MEETING WITH HUNGARIAN GROUP--Vientiane, 26 Mar (KPL)--A 5th Plenary of the 
Sub-Commission for Scientific and Technical Cooperation Between Laos and Hungary 
was officially opened here on 25 March. Attending the plenary were on the Lao 
side headed by Dr Somphavan Inthavong, vice-chairman of State Planning Commit- 
tee and president of the Lao-Hungarian Sub-Commission for Scientific and 
Technical Cooperation, and on the Hungarian side headed by Imre Szekacs, 
chairman of the 4ungarian-Lao Sub-Commission for Scientific and Technical Co- 
operation. Janos Zegnal, Hungarian ambassador to Laos, was also on hand. 

The participants will review the past cooperation activities, and will discuss 
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matters for effective measures in the implementation of the coming cooperation 
plan which is being expected at the end of the discussion. The Hungarian Sub- 
Commission arrived here on 24 March. [Text] [BK281405 Vientiane KPL in 
English 0909 GMT 26 Mar 83] 


USSR AGRICULTURAL MEMORANDUM—-Vientiane, 16 Mar (OANA-KPL)--A memorandum on 
cooperation in the agricultural field was signed here on 14 March, between 
Olot Chounlamounti, deputy-minister if agriculture, irrigation and agri- 
coops, and N. Oromov, general manager of the Federation of Enterprises for 
Agricultural Equipments Supply of the USSR. The signing ceremony was attended 
by Inkong Mahavong, member of the Party Central Committee, and minister of 
agriculture, irrigation and agri-coops, and V. Sevalnev, vice-economic counselor 
of the Soviet Embassy to the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. The memorandum 
spelled out that the Soviet Union will supply equipments for the chemical lab- 
oratories which are to be installed in Vientiane, Laung Prabang and Champassak 
Provinces. Projects on tea and coffee production and processing the supply of 
essential agricultural equipments and insecticide for the projects were also 
mentioned in the memorandum. [Text] [BK220522 Vientiane KPL in English 0902 
GMT 16 Mar 83] 


BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION—Vientiane, 16 Mar (OANA-KPL)—The construction of a 54- 
ton and 128-meter long bridge across San River (180 km from Vientiane) was 
recently completed. The construction and design of this new bridge began in 
February 1982, [and] were sponsored by SIDA Organization of Sweden. [Text] 
{[BK220522 Vientiane KPL in English 0907 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE—Vientiane, 30 Mar (OANA-KPL)-—-Thongsai Phothisan, am- 
bassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Lao PDR to the Republic of 
France, recently presented credentials to the French president, Francois 
Mitterrand. Claude Cheysson, French minister for external relations, was also 
present at the credentials presentation ceremony. [Text] [BKO11707 

Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 30 Mar 83] 


EDUCATION DELEGATION RETURNS--Vientiane, 1 Apr (KPL)--A Lao delegation of the 
Education Ministry, led by its minister, Bountiem Phitsamai, on 28 March, 
returned home from Kampuchea after paying a 10-day visit there in response 

to the invitation of the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of 
Kampuchea. Meeting the delegation at the airport were Outtama Chounlamani, 
deputy-minister of education, along with other officials concerned. Neou 
Samom, extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of Kampuchea to Laos, was 
also on hand. [Text] [BKO11707 Vientiane KPL in English 0928 GMT 1 Apr 83] 


PUBLISHING COOPERATION WITH USSR--A protocol on book publishing cooperation 
between Laos and the Soviet Union was signed on 14 February by Khamseng 
Soundala, head of the Publishing House Department, and V. A. Basline, head of 
the visiting Soviet publishing house delegation. Also present at the sign- 
ing ceremony were Somsi Desa, deputy minister of culture, Ivan Truchine, 
cultural representative of the Soviet Embassy. This protocol is in accordance 
with the implementation of the agreement on publishing work between Laos and 
the USSR in 1981. [Text] [BK181539 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 

0000 GMT 16 Feb 83] 

















VIENTIANE RICE PURCHASES -- In 1982 cadres and workers of the [food] supply 
company with a total of 148 workers including 44 women, subordinate to the 
Vientiane Capital Trade Service, together actively and happily carried out 
their duties. During this period they were able to purchase paddy rice from 
the people's production base, then make it into regular rice to sell in order 
to improve the cadres, in particular, and to improve the cadres’ families when 
needed. In doing this they carried out a plan where they calculated the rice 
left in storage in 1981, the rice purchased and exchanged, agricultural rice 
taxes, and the rice brought from the center, to be a total of 8,581,196 kg 
(regular rice). It exceeded the plan by 60.1 percent on the average. They 
[cleared] 100 percent of the [annual budget]. [Excerpt] [Vientiane VIENTIANE 
MAI in Lao 29 Jan 83 p 1] 9884 


LAO SOUNG RESETTLEMENT EFFORTS--On the morning of 23 January 1983 Mr Khamgnot 
Inthanam, the district party secretary and also the chairman of the Sikhotta- 
bong District administrative committee, Vientiane Capital, had concerned talks 


with the Lao Soung people in Ban Biengkham and Ban Champa subordinate to Nong 
Nieu Canton of that district. Joining him this time were Mr Bounthon, chief 


of district police headquarters, along with a number of cadres involved. 


The content of the discussion was aimed at mobilizing the people in this area 
together to convert from highland slash and burn cultivation and come down to 
raise paddy rice in the flatlands. This is to limit and prevent damage from 
cutting down trees and destroying the forest which is a valuable national re- 
source, and which will [otherwise] gradually disappear. Meanwhile, he asked 
the Lao Soung people and the races living in this district to see the signifi- 
cance of improving and protecting the woods in this area to become steadily 
prosperous and to widely expand in order to serve the rights and collective 
advantage of the nation and the people in the future. [Text] [Vientiane VIEN- 


TIANE MAI in Lao 26 Jan 83 p 1] 9884 
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MALAYSIA 


DAILY WANTS AUSTRALIAN REACTION TO SRV ACTION 
BK061429 Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 5 Apr 83 p 12 


{Editorial: “Too Intransigent"] 


[Text] It would be useful to know what the new Australian Government makes 
of Vietnam's attack on Thai territory. Several times since Labour Party's 
ascendancy to power in Australia, Prime Minister Bob Hawke has affirmed his 
desire to strengthen political and economic ties with ASEAN. He has pro- 
mised not to move unilaterally on a host of issues on which sensitivities 
run high in ASEAN capitals. However, his party's contradictory election 
pledge to resume economic aid to Hanoi, to encourage other Western nations 
to tellow suit and to vote against the Kampuchean Coalition in the United 
Nations, threatens some of the key foundations on which constructive ASEAN- 
Australian relations are based. 


The Labour Party's Vietnam policy is grounded on the assumption that Canberra 
would be able to count on some influence with Hanoi if it helped the latter 
to “escape from the stifling total dependency" on the Soviets. But what has 
to be remembered is that neither aid from the EEC nor the possibility of 
recognition by the Carter administration in 1978 induced Vietnam to change 
course. In fact the Kampuchean invasion was initiated while Mr Co Thach was 
bargaining with U.S. representatives for aid to the ramshackle Vietnamese 
economy. Since then there have been four UN resolutions demanding Vietnam's 
withdrawal and a political settlement in Kampuchea. Hanoi has taken no note 
of them and except for clever polemics and unfilfilled promises, it has shown 
no sincere willingness to negotiate a comprehensive solution. Its leaders 
have an aggressive mind of their own. Their callous indifference to the 
plight of their countrymen and their burning desire to control the whole of 
Indo-China prompt them to defer the task of national reconstruction for mili- 
tary adventure. 


Unless there are iron-clad guarantees that economic aid to Hanoi will not be 
channelled for further aggressive aims and for propping up the puppet regime 
in Phnom Penh, Australian assistance to Vietnam will be most inadvisable. 

It will only increase Hanoi'’s options in world affairs and increase its 
intransigence. It will lend respectability to actions which, by any yard- 
stick, are totally indefensible. 


If international pressure and the drying up of sources of economic assistance 
make Vietnam come back to the international fold and abide by rules of ac- 
cepted behavior, the chance of peace in this region will be enhanced. And 


this is a prospect we fervently desire. 
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MALAYSIA 


COMMENTARY RAPS CHEYSSON'S REMARKS ON KAMPUCHEA 


BKO11519 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0800 GMT 1 Apr 83 


[Unattributed commentary] 


[Text] The French have tended to be a maverick among nations. Their latest 
exhibition was the performance given by Mr Claude Cheysson, the French foreign 
minister, during his visit to Vietnam when he stated that his government 

would be prepared to accept the Heng Samrin regime in Kampuchea despite his 
earlier statements during the EEC-ASEAN conference. His reasoning was that 
the Heng Samrin regime was preferable to the Khmer Rouge regime which had 
earned the name for cruelty. No one, least of all the ASEAN nations, deny 

the atrocities committed by the Pol Pot regime, or their abhorrence of the 
activities of that regime during its rule in Kampuchea. 


The ASEAN's stand is made on a matter of principle, the principle being that 
no nation has the right to invade another and set up another government. As 
Malaysia's foreign minister, Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, puts it: Unless one has 
a colonialist or imperialist mentality, one would never accept foreign oc- 
cupation and domination of another country, whatever may be the pretext or 
excuse, not even to save the people of the country from their own evil govern- 
ment. An evil government is to be condemned, but foreign occupation is to be 
totally intolerable. One need not go very far back in history to see that this 
apparently laudable and altruistic effort of coming to the aid of a suffering 
people to get rid of an evil government has been the classif first step in 

the establishment of almost all colonial empires. The British Empire, the 
French and Dutch ones had all, at one time or another and in one country or 
another, stepped in with all their might to aid the so-called people suffering 
under despotism. The problem for these suffering people was that once a 
foreign power stepped in to their aid, it never left and they lost their free- 


dom. 


A question that has never been answered in the past by the excolonial powers, 
and in the case of Kampuchea has not been answered by the Vietnamese Govern- 
ment, is why they have not left once the evil government has been overthrown. 
As we are all aware, the Vietnamese have yet to take any positive action in 
that respect. Their unwillingness to withdraw their troops from Kampuchea 
and leave it to the Kampucheans to choose their own government only confirms 
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that the Heng Samrin regime is their puppet and not the choice of the people 
of Kampuchea. 


As far as Mr Cheysson's performance is concerned, it will only give support to 
the intransigence of the Hanoi Government. The only escuse that can be given 
is complete naivete. If the French think that by bending backwards and break- 
ing fundamental principles they can wean the Vietnamese away from the Soviets, 
they are very naive, and for a nation that prides itself on its rationality 
and logic, this is a disappointing behaviour. They should know that when it 
comes to the crunch, France cannot match Soviet aid to Vietnam, and so cannoc 
offer anything remotely matching that aid to wean her away from the Russian 
camp. As Tran Sri Ghazali puts it, and he puts it very mildly indeed, the 


French action is very disappointing. 
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MALAYSIA 


RAJARATNAM ON SRV ATTACK AGAINST KAMPUCHEANS 
BKO31325 Singapore Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 3 Apr 83 


[Text] The deputy prime minister of foreign affairs, Mr Rajaratnam, has de- 
scribed the Vietnamese attack against Kampuchean civilians on the Thai border 
as an act of desperation. He said that diplomatically Vietnam has lost in 
the United Nations and has also been unable to get support for the Hanoi- 
backed Heng Samrin regime at last month's nonaligned meeting in New Delhi. 

In Mr Rajaratnam’s view, Hanoi was just angry and venting anger on defense- 
less civilians. He said the attack should be properly condemned by the world. 
Mr Rajaratnam was speaking to reporters after he officiated at the inaugural 
ceremony of the Kampong [name indistinct] zone a residence committee on Beach 


Road this afternoon. 


In reply to a question, Mr Rajaratnam said the Democratic Kampuchean prime 
minister, Mr Son Sann, had told him at their meeting yesterday that the 
present Vietnamese offensive had destroyed a camp but not the Kampuchean 
Resistance Movement. The Vietnamese were not killing soldiers but civilians 
and they had no suprort from the Kampuchean people. He said no Kampuchean 
soldiers or even Heug Samrin soldiers were involved in the offensive. It was 


carried out solely by the Vietnamese. 


Mr Rajaratnam said the war in Kampuchea costs the Vietnamese in their finances 
$6 million a day. As Vietnam is a country which does not have much money, the 
war will come to an end the day the Soviet Union stops backing it. 


CSO: 4200/499 
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MALAYSIA 


RETREAT FROM ‘BUY BRITISH LAST’ POLICY EXPLAINED 


BKO21649 Hong Kong AFP in English 1636 GMT 2 Apr 83 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 2 Apr (AFP)—Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Bin 
Mohamad explained today that the withdrawal of "buy British last" directive 
was because British goods were now cheaper. 


He said it would be "stupid" if Malaysia did not buy the British goods now 
as the pound sterling had depreciated to 3.40 Malaysian dollars. 


"This has made the directive ineffective," he said. 


The directive was issued in October 1981 in retaliation to the British 
securities industry move to stop foreigners from taking over companies on 
the London stock exchange. 


The British amended rules of the exchange governing large share acquisition 
and takeovers when the Malaysian stockholders of Guthrie Company bought a 
substantial number of shares and took over the company. 


However, the prime minister clarified that he never said “buy British last.” 


“What I said was where possible do not buy British goods but if the price is 
cheap it will be stupid not to do so." 


The Malaysian leader who last month visited Britain had said earlier that 
there was a comprehensive change in attitude and thinking of Britain towards 
Malaysia as a sovereign and independent state. 
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MALAYSIA 


SON SANN THANKS MALAYSIA FOR SUPPORT 
BKO11001 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0600 GMT 1 Apr 83 


[Text] Malaysia today assured the Government of Democratic Kampuchea that 
it will continue to seek a solution to the Kampuchean issue at internation- 
al forums. The deputy prime minister, Datuk Musa Hitam, gave the assurance 
during talks with the prime minister of Democratic Kampuchea, Mr Son Sann, 


in Kuala Lumpur today. 


Datuk Musa said that problem is of utmost importance in terms of security 
and stability of the region. Because of this, the issue will not be al- 
lowed to fade away as long as the Vietnamese forces continue to stay in 
Kampuchea. Various campaigns will also be held to secure a political solu- 


tion. 


Mr Son Sann, on his part, thanked the Malaysian Government for its support 
at international forums, especially during the recent nonaligned summit in 
New Delhi. He was happy that progress had been made on the procedures of 

seating and unseating a member. The Kampuchean prime minister arrived in 

Kuala Lumpur yesterday for a 3-day visit. 
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MALAYSIA 


RITHAUDDEEN ON TRADE RESTRICTIONS WITHIN ASEAN 
BK311516 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0600 GMT 31 Mar 83 


[Text] The minister of trade and industry, Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, has 
expressed concern over the adoption of restrictive measures by certain ASEAN 
countries which he feels will curtail inter-ASEAN trade. The minister hopes 
the measures will be temporary, though each ASEAN country has its own reasons 
for adopting such trade practices. 


Opening the second Thai Expo ‘83 in Kuala Lumpur, Tengku Rithauddeen cited 
trade between Malaysia and Thailand as an example of the effect of such 
measures. The minister said that Malaysia's exports of palm olein to 
Thailand declined drastically from about 34,000 tons in 1980 to about 26,000 
tons the following year and 1,900 tons in the first 9 months of last year. 


He said this was largely due to a significant escalation of the tariff on 
this item and the introduction of quantitative restrictions or quotas. He 
believed these problems could be overcome through positive collective and 
conscientious efforts by both countries. Tengku Rithauddeen said that with 
the exception of Singapore, ASEAN countries had little trade with one 
another due to certain circumstances and competitive nature of the regional 
grouping'’s economies. 
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MALAYSIA 





BRIEFS 


CABINET TO BE RESHUFFLED—Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed said the cabinet would 
be reshuffled next month. He was speaking to newsmen after chairing the UMNO 
[United Malays National Organization] Supreme Council in Kuala Lumpur today. 
The prime minister says the reshuffle is due to the resignation of three 
ministers: Datuk Lee San Choon as the minister for transport, Datuk Mohamed 
Nasir as the minister in the prime minister's department and Datuk Mokhtar 
Hashim as the minister of culture, youth and sports. Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
has briefed the Supreme Council on the position of Datuk Mokhtar Hashim in 
the party. The council has agreed that Datuk Mokhtar continue as its menm- 
ber. [Excerpt] [BKO21327 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 


2 Apr 83] 


CONVICTED MINISTER'S RESIGNATION ACCEPTED—A spokesman of the prime minister's 
department said that Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir has accepted the resignation from 
the cabinet of the minister of culture, youth and sports, Datuk Mokhtar 
Hashim, who was found guilty of the murder of former Negeri Sembilan State 
Assembly speaker, Datuk Taha Talib, in early March. [Text] [BKO31531 Kuala 
Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1136 GMT 1 Apr 83] 


ABDULLAH READMITTED TO UMNO--Kuala Lumpur, 3 Apr (AFP)--Datuk Abdullah Ahmad, 
a 46-year-old former deputy minister detained under the Internal Security 
Act (ISA) for subversive activities and expelled from the United Malays 
National Organisation (UMNO), was readmitted to the party today. Datuk 
Abdullah's readmission to the UMNO, the major partner in the ruling National 
Front Government, was announced by Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad follow- 
ing an UMNO Supreme Council meeting this afternoon. Dr Mahathir is also presi- 
dent of the UMNO. Datuk Abdullah was detained under the ISA in November 1976 
and released in July 1981. He was dismissed from his post as deputy minister 
for science, technology and environment soon after his detention and expelled 
from UMNO in May 1977. [Text] [BKO31531 Hong Kong AFP in English 0946 GMT 


2 Apr 83) 


BAN ON NEWS MEDIA--Kuala Lumpur, Thurs (3ERNAMA)--Sabah Chief Minister Datuk 
Harris Salleh has banned BERNAMA and the NEW STRAITS TIMES [NST] from covering 
all his future press conference and state functions. Datuk Harris, who 
ordered the ban to be effective from today also instructed his press secre- 
tary, Encik Fauzi Patel, to prevent the national newspaper and the national 
news agency from obtaining any press statement regarding the state and state 
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policies. The chief minister's action was the result of what he termed as 
"distorted report" appearing in yesterday's issue of the NST and BERNAMA‘'s 
failure to include certain details in its coverage of a press conference given 
by Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Dr James Ongkili on Tuesday. He told a hur- 
riedly called press conference, also attended by the representatives of the 
newspaper and the national news agency, that "From today, I do not want 
BERNAMA and the NST to attend all my press conferences." [Text] [BK031531 
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAIT TIMES in English 1 Apr 83 p 1] 


1982 TRADE DEFICIT—According to figures by the Statistics Department, Penin- 
sular Malaysia's trade deficit in 1982 increased by almost three times to 
4.31 billion ringgit from 1.47 billion in 1981. Imports into Peninsular 
Malaysia in 1982 rose by nearly 11 percent from 23.57 billion ringgit to 
26.15 billion ringgit. Exports from Peninsular Malaysia fell by 1.2 percent 
from 23.1 billion to 21.83 billion ringgit. [Text] [BKO31531 Kuala Lumpur 
Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 2 Apr 83] 
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NEW CALEDONIA 


GROUPS REACT NEGATIVELY TO FRENCH PLAN 
BK241433 Hong Kong AFP in English 1417 GMT 24 Mar 83 


[Text] Noumea, New Caledonia, 24 Mar (AFP)--The two leading political groups 
in New Caledonia, the Independentist Front and the Federation for a New 
Caledonian Society, today reacted negatively to a French Government project 
giving the territory a new internal autonomy status. 


The outline of the project has just been delivered to High Commissioner 
Jacques Roynette by Secretary of State for Overseas Territories Henri 


Emannuelli. 


The new status calls for a "territorial government" to replace the current 
Executive Council, made up of a president elected by the New Caldeonia Assembly 
and of presidentiall appointed ministers. 


The assembly would have powers to censure over the government and be dissolv- 
able only by the Council of Ministers. The high commissioner in the South 
Pacific territory would no longer head the local executive but remain "the 
representative of the French president." 


Official sources [words indistinct] text of the project, which aims at "final- 
izing the process of decolonization,” would serve as "a basis of discussions” 

here. They said the document just presented is only "a long introductory note 
outlining the general orientation,” adding that the final text has not yet been 


drafted. 


In their communique today, the Independentists asserted that "if the French 
Government maintains its current intentions, the front will have to consider 
withdrawing from the institutions of the French republic and the creation of 
a provisional government, an organ of the Kanak National Liberation Front that 


will lead to the unilateral proclamation of independence." 


The front, which has called for independence in September, 1984, argued that it 
was not elected to the assembly "on a program of internal autonomy." 


The communique expressed the front's indignation at the term "internal autonomy’ 
which it said embodics a project that would give France the authority to “deter- 
mine the life and the economy of the territory.” 
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Speaking for the Federation for a New Caledonian Society, Gaston Morlet 
charged that in the French plan, none of the responsibilities that the feder- 
ation wanted transferred, such as authority over mining, traie and external 
relations, had been included. 


In the local executive, the Council of Ministers, there are currently four 
members of the Independentist Front, two from the federation and one non- 
affiliated representative. 


Mr Emmannuelli is expected to visit Noumea early next month to explain the 
Paris Government's plans for the territory's future, sources close to him 


reported. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


MELBOURNE CITES SOMARE ON AID--Papua New Guinea's Prime Minister Mr Somare says 
there will be sharp cuts in his government's spending if Australia does not 
increase its financial aid. Speaking on national radio, Mr Somare said it would 
be tough on everyone in Papua New Guinea if the talks on aid in Canberra late 
next month were not successful. He said that Papua New Guinea's economy was 
suffering severe problems because of fall in the international prices of the 
country's main exports, including coffee, copra, cooper and gold. Australia 
has promised to give about $264 million to Papua New Guinea this financial year. 
At present, Australian aid is set to decline by 5 percent a year but Papua New 
Guinea wants this rate of decline eased. [Text] [BK311520 Melbourne Overseas 
Service in English 0830 GMT 31 Mar 83] 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPPOSITION POLITICIAN VIEWS ON ELECTION 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Mar 83 p 5 
[Article by Aquilino Pimentel, Jr., mayor of Cagayan de Oro City] 


[Text] The headlines of the national papers in the last few days announce 
two events that bode ill for our country. 


The events are: (1) the announced on-going militarization of Mindanac, and 
(2) the announced intent of the ruling party to accredit its shadow, the 
Nacionalista Party, as the national opposition party to be recognized by 
law and thus entitled to all the privileges conferred upon the party, like 
subsidies from the government and block voting. 


The newspapers have announced that more military aircrafts, vessels, tanks, 
guns and men are being poured into Mindanao. And I, myself, have seen evi- 
dence of this increased militarization along the highways of our island. 


The intention apparently is to extirpate the rebellion going on in the 
island being waged by the NPA and by the MNLF and demonstrate the capacity 
of the national government to maintain law and order in this part of the 


country. 
The question is: has the government succeeded? Is it succeeding? 


Maybe it is too early to say. But judging from the initial activities of 
the anti-government forces soon after the announced militarization of 
Mindanao was made, it is apparent that the rebels have not been dissuaded 


from pursuing their ends. 


From our part of the island alone, in Northern Mindanao, within days of the 
arrival of two marine battalions, a municipal building was raided by the 
rebels, who killed a policeman, wounded three others and took away fire- 
arms, communication equipment and typewriters belonging to the government. 
In quick succession, the mayor of another town was wounded in an ambush and 
his bodyguard killed by the rebels. Earlier, a colonel, a captain and a 
town mayor along with a couple others met their death in still another 


ambuscade. 
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In the meantime, hundreds of civilians are fleeing to Cagayan de Oro city. 
There they look for food and shelter and work. All of which are, of 
course, hardly available, if at all. 


It would seem, then, that militarization as the solution to the problems of 
the nation may succeed in the establishment of the peace of the cemetery 
and the order of the graveyard in the manner of the Roman legions of old, 
who, Tacitus records, had in the areas they pacified, “made a desolation 
and called it peace.” 


I am alarmed at this trend towards the increasing reliance upon violence 

by our people--in the government or out of it--to settle our grievances 
against one another. Because I am convinced that violence will merely 

beget more violence. And who among the combatants will say enough? I 

doubt if either side will say that. Both have their own interests to 

advance by the escalation of violence, by the killing of NPAs by the military 


and vice versa. 


In the trenchant words of Bishop Francisco Claver of Bukidnon in his speech 
entitled An Option for Peace which he delivered before the 2nd National 
Convention of the Pilipino-Democratic Party-Lakas ng Bayan at Cagayan de 
Oro city on Feb. 5, 1983, "I'm not too sure the ordinary Filipino can 

take the killing philosophically: It's war--nothing personal about." The 
fact is--and we see it happening again and again--such killings do not 
remain impersonal happenings for long. They do become in time personal 
vendettas, family feuds. And the violence goes on." [as published] 


And it will go on and on, the killing of people from the left and from the 
right and from the center and from the sidelines--unless the people them- 
selves put an end to it. And opt, as Bishop Claver put it, for peace. 


The good Bishop says that "The option for peace, for non-violence x x x 
is not a popular one in the Philippines today. Not certainly to people who 
are angry and frustrated and desperate from twelve long years of slavery 


x x x." 


But to opt for peace, he says is not to support the present regime. The 
option for peace which Bishop Claver advocates and which I echo is "not a 
spineless, uncomplaining, unimaginative acceptance of things as they are--a 
forfeiting by non-action of rights and freedoms that are ours by our humanity 
and citizenship. It is not the apathetic submission to a criminal state of 
things in which the few, who have the most guns and by virtue of their guns 
lord it over the many, and the many are required to be grateful for their 
slavery. It is not a timid acquiescence to our reduction to being a 

people without dignity, without pride, without hope.” 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRIMF MINISTER VIRATA ASSIMES TWO MORE POSTS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Mar 83 ppl, 11 


Text) Prime Minister Cesar E. A. Virata confirmed yesterday that he wili 
assume the posts of minister of economic planning and director-general of the 
nationai economic development authority in a concurrent capacity. 


This means that he will have two portfolios in the Cabinet--the Finance Min- 
istry and the Economic Planning Ministry. 


He is also the chairman and presiding officer of the Executive Committec. 


The positions of economic planning minister and NEDA director-general are to 
be vacated by Pliacido Mapa, Jr. who will assume the presidency of the Philip- 


pine National Bank on Monday. 


Virata said he will assume the economic planning portfolio and director-gen- 
eralship of NEDA on Monday. 


Mapa will replace Panfilo Domingo as president of the PNB. Domingo resigned 
earlier due to heaith reasons. 


Mapa will be formally elected president on Monday by the PNB board of 


iirectors. 


As finance minister and director general of the NEDA, Virata will have two 
votes in the seven-man monetary board of the Central Bank. However, only five 
seats of the board are presently occupied. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PROFILE ON NEW PNB PRESIDENT MAPA 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 p 6 


(Text) PLACIDO L. Mapa Jr., named to succeed P.O. Domingo as president of the 
Philippine National Bank (PNB), is known in government circles as "Mr. Low-Key 
Man” 

In the banking community, he is "Mr. Conservative," and in his neighborhood, 
"Mr. Family Man." 


He is a devout Catholic--"he loves to go to church," his friends say--and is 
in active member of the Opus Dei, a lay religious organization. 


with him at the helm of PNB, observers say there is reason to expect great 
changes in the country’s largest commercial bank. 


THE new P\B president is an wutstanding economist and banker and top govern- 
ment official. 


At 49, Mapa was the first Filipino to become executive director of the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) or World Bank) in 
cashington, DC; first Filipino to become IBRD alternate director; and first 
Filipino to become IBRD executive director. 


He bewan nis government career in 1963 as executive assistant of the Loans and 
[Investments Council under the Office of the President. 


He rose to become finance undersecretary, from 1965-1966; chairman of the 


iational Feonomic Council (NEC) in 1970, director-general of the Presidential 
Ecomomic Staff (PES) under the Office of the President, 1966-70; chairman, 
National Economic Council in 1970; president, Philippine Foreign loan and 


uarantee rp. (PFLGC) for nine months in 1979; and board chairman of the 


J 


state-owned Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) 1976-79. 


MAPA is equally known in banking circles, having been president and general 
manager of one of the country's largest commercial banks--the Philippine Com- 
mercial and Industrial Bank (PCIB). He is at present vice chairman and direc- 
tor of the Philippine Airlines (PAL). 








Chosen as one of the Ten Outstanding Young Men (TOYM) in 1965 in the field of 
economics, Mapa completed his elementary and high school at De la Salle; his 


AB magna cum laude at the Atenco de Manila in 1955; MA in economics at St. 
Louis University, in 1957, and Ph.D. in economics, Harvard, 1962. 


A native of Bacolod City, the new PNB boss is married to the former Ma. Cora- 
zon Tinio. They have nine children--seven girls and two boys. 


CSO: 4200/447 








PHILIPPINES 


MAPA REPLACES DOMINGO AS PNB PRESIDENT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 pp l, 6 


[Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text] PANFILO 0. Domingo, president of the Philippine National Bank for the 
past 10 years, announced his retirement from the state-owned bank during the 


annual stockholders’ meeting yesterday. 


Domingo will be replaced by Economic Planning Minister Placido Mapa who was 
elected PNB director during the meeting. 


Mapa is expected to be formally elected to the bank's top post during the 
meeting of the PNB board of directors on Monday. 


Mapa will have to relinquish his post as economic planning minister as well as 
membership in the Central Bank's Monetary Board when he assumes the PNB 


presidency. 
His successor is expected to be named, soon. 
The guess is that his deputy, Ramon Cardenas, will be named to the post. 


EARLIER, Domingo was reelected to the bank's board together with 10 other 
incumbent directors. Fernando Maramag Jr., who is due for retirement, was not 


reelected. 


Domingo, with a patch over his right eye, told the stockholders that he will 
submit his retirement tomorrow to take effect March 31, 1983. 


He said his retirement was prompted by an eye ailment for which he will short- 
ly seek medical attention abroad. Last year, Domingo went on an extended 
leave to undergo operation in the United States because of a detached retina. 


He said his retirement was accepted last Friday by President Marcos. 


Domingo, known to be a maverick banker for his bold and innovative ideas, 
spent his entire banking career with PNB spanning 35 years. He joined the 
bank as bookkeeper in 1948, and became the PNB's youngest president in Decem- 


ber 1972. 
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DURING Domingo’s 10-year term, PNB reported record deposits, assets, capital 
accounts and profits. Last year, the bank's assets amounted to P58.08 bil- 
lion, capital accounts P3.3 billion, deposits, P20.3 billion, and net income 
P158.6 million. PNB's loans amounted to P33.1 billion at end 1982. 


Shortly after becoming president, Domingo adopted a management by objective 
(MBO) program for the PBN that has been credited largely for the phenomenal 
growth of the government bank in the past 10 years. 


Aside from Domingo and Mapa, the other PNB directors are Gerardo P. Sicat, BIR 
Commissioner Ruben Ancheta, Local Governments Minister Jose A. Rono, Agricul- 
ture Minister Arturo Tanco Jr., Energy Minister Geronimo Velasco, Deputy Trade 
and Industry Minister Edgardo L. Tordesillas, Renato Tayag, Ismael Reinoso, 
Generoso F. Tanseco, and Marcos F. Catalan. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL SCORES GOVERNMENT STRIKE POLICY 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Mar 83 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] THERE is not a more effective way of aborting a massive walkout by the 
workers of the government corporations than to reject the strike notice and 
point out that the Constitution and the law do not permit strikes by members 
of the civil service. That position was spelled out firmly, leaving no doubt 
that if the walkout is called disciplinary measures will follow. 


However, the position of the government does not necessarily quell the unrest 
in the minds of the workers of which the desire to declare a strike is but a 


manifestation. 


The government should find out if there are compelling reasons for the res- 
tiveness in the ranks of the workers. If there are, such reasons should be 


dealt with accordingly. 


It may be true that the laws prohibit government workers from demanding col- 
lective bargaining and from striking, but it is also clear that they are 
workers, and the Constitution is quite explicit about the promotion of the 
welfare of the workers. Therefore, if the grievances are valid, the govern- 
ment should act justly on the complaints. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FOREIGN CURRENCY WITHDRAWALS DECREASE BANK ASSETS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by G. T. Nervez] 


[Text] HEAVY withdrawals of foreign currency time and demand deposits brought 
down the combined assets of the commercial banking system in January 1983, the 


Central Bank said yesterday. 


The CB said that last January deposits of private commercial banks dropped by 
P1.8 billion. The bulk of the deposits withdrawn amounting to P1.66 billion 
or 92.2 percent were foreign currency time and demand deposits. 


The sharp drop in deposits in private banks was offset partly by the Fl.1l 
billion and P200 million increases in deposits of the Philippine National Bank 


(PNB) and the local branches of foreign banks, respectively, the CB said. 


The net result was a drop of P532 million in bank deposits last January, it 
added. 


HOWEVER, the heavy withdrawal of deposits which together with borrowings make 
up the principal sources of bank funds, brought down the combined assets of 
the commercial banking system, the CB said. 


Bank borrowings during the month went down by P239 million, CB data showed. 


Total assets of the banking system slumped to P197.4 billion in January 1983, 
down by a whooping P1.4 billion or .7 percent from the end-December 1982 


level. 


Compared to the level in January 1982, total assets of the banks increased by 
P30.7 billion or 18.4 percent, the CB said. 


The CB noted that because of the drop in resources, liquid assets of banks, 
particularly cash and due from banks dropped by P4.5 billion or 12 percent. 


The decline in liquid assests has affected the PNB, private domestic banks and 
branches of foreign banks. 











THE CB also reported that in 1982, gross operating income of commercial banks 
amounted to P24.4 billion, a marked improvement of 18.6 percent over the 
previous year's P20.5 billion. 


On the other hand, operating expenses amounted to P22.74 billion or 93.3 per- 
cent of gross income. Expenses rose at a rate of 19.9 percent, or 1.3 time 
more than the growth income. 


The result, the CB said, was a net operating of P1.6 billion for the entire 
commercial banking systen. 


The overall performance of banks showed a ratio of one percent between net 
income and average assets and, 10.9 percent between net income and average 


networth. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINISTRY LOSES LAND USE PLANNING AUTHORITY 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Mar 83 p 11 


[Text] A draft executive order endorsed by the Cabinet to President Marcos 
for his approval would strip the Ministry of Human Settlements of its author- 
ity to formulate national and regional land use framework plans. 


Drafted by the Executive Committee, the executive order seeks to relegate the 
MHS to the function of prescribing land use plans and zoning ordinances of 
city and municipal governments. 


The order would create a national land use committee which will prepare the 
national physical framework plan that will conform with the Philippine Devel- 
opment Plan prepared by the National Economic and Development Authority for 


1983-1987. 


Under the order, the NEDA will be primarily responsible for physical planning 
on the national and regional levels, and the committee will act as its coord- 


inating mechanisn. 


The executive order provides that the MHS will continue to be responsible 
under Presidential Decree No. 1396 for preparing “the human settlements conm- 
ponent of the national physical framework plan." 


But informed sources said this provision is misleading since "a very thin line 
distinguishes human settlements plans from physical plans." Other quarters 
said that on the contrary, physical planning is only a component of human set- 
tlements planning. 


At any rate, sources said, the MHS has completed a multi-year human settle- 
ments framework plan up to the year 2000. MHS planning personnel are now re- 
vising the plan and the regional plans to update the data available for policy 


makers. 


The MHS framework plan was prepared with the help of other agencies and dove- 
tailed with the NEDA development plan. 


Under PD 1396 establishing the ministry, the MHS was mandated to prepare a 
national multi-year human settlements plan to translate the NEDA plan into 
“spatial and temporal terms, based on the locational distribution of national 


resource endowments (including energy), population, climate, and production 
capacity. 
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PHILIPPINES 


ROMULO ARRIVES FOR ASEAN TALKS 
BK230213 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] Philippine Foreign Minister Carlos P. Romulo arrived here last night 
“fighting fit" to lead the discussions on outstanding economic problems with 
European Community [EC] foreign ministers on behalf of ASEAN. 


He also said that the ASEAN foreign ministers would like to hear reports by 
their EC counterparts on the political and economic developments that had 
taken place in Europe. He mentioned sweeping changes that had taken piace in 


a& number of European countries. 
“We like to listen to the pulse of Europe,” he explained. 
General Romulo will talk about ASEAN commodities in the European market. 


He expressed hope that from now on any ASEAN foreign minister would consult 
with other ASEAN counterparts before making comments or commitments for ASEAN. 


He emphasised that ASEAN unity is based on ASEAN consensus. He denied that 
there was any disunity. 


General Romulo came into Bangkok looking fit, after having reduced his weight 
from 149 to 120 lbs, and his waistline. Manila medical specialists had 
cleared his heart and kidneys and given him medicines compatible to both 
organs. te also iad 4 good sleep on his flight here, he said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


RELAXATION OF CP REGULATIONS PROPOSED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 p 10 
[Article by Rayland Magallanes] 


[Text] CHAIRMAN Manuel G. Abello of the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) yesterday endorsed the proposal to exempt from the 20-percent credit 
line corporate borrowers with repurchase agreements with a commercial bank or 


investment house. 


Under a repurchase agreement, a corporate borrower issues two sets of papers 
to the placer or buyer of its commercial paper. One is a promissory note the 
other an accompanying repurchase agreement between the issuer and the bank, 
giving the placer the assurance that the bank will pay back his investment 
once the borrower defaulted from his obligation. 


In such repurchase agreement, the bank usually gets 10 percent of the 
placement. 


The proposal was made by the Investment Houses Association of the Philippines 
(IHAP) and the Money Market Association of the Philippines (MART). 


ABELLO said he will present the IHAP-MART recommendation in today's special 
meeting of the SEC-Central Bank (CB) coordinating committee which drew up the 
new money market rules, which take effect March ll. 


IHAP and MART officials told the SEC earlier that they felt it would not be 
necessary to secure the 20-percent credit line if the corporate borrowers can 


get bank guarantees with recourse. 


They said the scheme, would evén work in favor of the investors as it guaran- 
tees a 100-percent money return once CP issuers defaulted from their 


commitments. 


They added that this arrangement will also bring back investors’ confidence in 
the money market, which was eroded after the series of fiascoes that swept the 


sector a few years back. 





ABELLO appeared sold to the idea but maintained that money market borrowers 
should still pass the tough financial ratio test before they will be allowed 
to float short-term commercial papers (CPs). 


Earlier, the SEC also gave exemptions to prime corporate borrowers whose track 
records and financial standing are beyond question. The SEC listed at least 
28 corporations exempted from the 20 percent bank guarantee requirement. 


Industry observers interpreted this developments as a move to relax the new 
money market rules which corporate borrowers described as constrictive. But 
the SEC said it is willing to review some of the rules that could possibly be 
modified. 
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PHILIPPINES 


IRISH JOINT VENTURES PLANNED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Feb 83 p 26 


[Text] Irish manufacturing companies are strongly considering certain 

joint venture arrangements with Philippine companies, it was learned from 
two trade representatives of the Republic of Ireland who are in town to hold 
initial talks with Filipino businessmen. 


Denis P. Harrington and David Black of the Irish Export board said that 
aside from looking for possible Philippine importers of Irish products 

and services, they are also studying the possibility of establishing joint 
venture firms between Irish and Filipino companies to facilitate trade and 
technology transfer. 


An exhibit of Irish product and company catalog was held at the Manila 
Hilton Hotel. 


The catalog display features Irish companies dealing in construction products 
and services, manufacture of household and giftware items, machinery and 
heavy equipment, dental and optical instruments, home and office furnish- 
ings, pharmaceuticals and chemicals, food items, drinks and tobacco prod- 


ucts and engineering equipment. 


Ireland is a small European country in the course of rapid economic develop- 
ment with industrialization and export expansion as the chief growth fac- 


tors. 


During the last 15 years, it has significantly increased its exports, pri- 
marily of highly technical and specialized products, amounting to almost 50 
per cent of the gross national product in 1980. 


Ireland's export expansion was coupled with an export market diversification 
leading to a reduction in trade dependence on the United Kingdom and an 
increase in trade relations with non-European countries, including the 
Middle East, the Far East and the Asean region. 


Among the five Asean countries with whom Ireland has a total trade volume 
of some $78 million, the Philippines ranks third. 





In 1981, RP-Irish trade totalled $14.3 million slightly in favor of the 
Philippines. But as of the first nine months of 1982, trade between the 

two countries has shifted in favor of Ireland whose exports to the Philippines 
had reached $13.5 as against its imports from RP which totalled $10 million. 


The Philippines exports mostly coconut oil, textile, footwear and wood 
produc: 4 to Ireland, a member of the European Economic Community with whom 


the Philippines has strong trade ties. 


Philippine imports from Ireland consist mostly of milk, cream, butter and 
other related food products, industrial chemicals and non-electrical 


machinery. (DIG) 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS REAFFIRMS NO-NUCLEAR-ARMS STAND 
HK251454 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 25 Mar 83 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Whillie Ng] 


[Text] President Marcos declared yesterday that the United States and 
Philippine governments have reaffirmed at every opportunity the firm princi- 
ple that no nuclear weapons would be sited in U.S. facilities in Philippine 
bases without consultation with the host government. 


This was his reply to an AFP story the other day quoting former Sen. Lorenzo 
Tanada as stating that America has installed nuclear arms in the bases here 
and "there is nothing the Philippine government can do about it.” 


Mr Marcos warned against attempts to play politics with the international and 
external security of the country. 


In an interview, he told newsmen that "we should ask the Americans to comment” 
on the Tanada statement, stating that the ball is now in the Americans’ court. 


"I suggest that you ask the American ambassador what he says about this because 
I have given my say,” he said. "I say there is an agreement, and that agree- 
ment we are going to maintain, and that agreement requires that we be 
consulted.” 


He added: “As far as we are concerned, we have not been consulted, and there- 
fore, as far as we are concerned, there are no nuclear weapons.” 


On Senator Tanada's claim that the prior notice provision was removed from 
the new military bases treaty, Mr Marcos said: 


“How can he know better than those who negotiated it when actually there is a 

supplementary agreement which probably they did not notice to the effect that 

previous agreements pertaining to the conduct of both parties with respect to 

military bases, mutual defense and military assistance are considered in force 
and effect unless modified or repealed.” 


He said that during his state visit, he included this in his speech in the 
U.S. Department of Defense: "I stated it, and the Secretary (of Defense) 
also said that ‘ves, this was one of the agreements. 





The president issued a statement on the no-nuclear-weapons provision: 


"Let us not play politics with the internal and external security of the 
nation. It is the duty of every citizen under the mandate of our constitution 
to defend the state is. every manner legitimate rather than the contrary. 


"In the performance of this duty, the president leads all other citizens. 
Accordingly, in the negotiations pertaining to the United States military 
facilities in Philippine bases conducted before 7 January 1979, one of the 
firm princivles agreed upon was that no nuclear weapons will be installed in 
such military facilities without consultations with the host government (mean- 
ing the Pni_ippine government). This was affirmed and reaffirmed during the 


negotiations. 


"During the state visit of September, 1982, this matter was also taken up in 
Washington with the highest authorities and the principle reiterated. At 
every opportunity, the same assurances have been reiterated on both sides of 


the Pacitic. 


“As your president who has been protecting the national interest since he was 
a soldier fighting for the country’s flag, I can assure everyone that the 
utmost prudence has been exercised by the political leadership on this criti- 
cal and vital matter.” 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPLE PROPOSES IRAQ PLAN 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 8 Mar 83 p l 


[Text] BAGHDAD, Iraq, March 7--Labor Minister Blas F. Ople proposed today to 
send more skilled workers to Iraq, particularly nurses and other medical per- 
sonnel, under an interim financing program that will help Iraqi institutions 

obtain Filipino manpower on a deferred-payment schedule. 


The minister's proposal which was welcomed by Iraq's top officialdom, wili be 
the subject of technical-level discussions in Manila and Baghdad. 


Ople, leading an inter-agency mission dispatched by President Marcos to survey 
the latest conditions in some Middle East countries, noted that Iraq's growing 
liquidity problems with the drop in oil production and prices are constraining 
its development projects, except in military-reiated activities. 


Under the scheme outlined by Ople, Philippine banks willing to participate in 
the program will defray the mobilization cost and salaries of overseas workers 
in pesos to their families. 


It will purchase excess dinars earned by Filipino workers in Iraq to be depos- 
ited in Iraq and used as a blocked account. The iraqi state organizations 
sponsoring the employment of the workers will then pay a deferred pre-agreed 
rate of conversion and remittance of foreign exchange to the Philippines. 


Ople said the proposal will take effect upon mutual ratification by competent 
authorities in both Philippines and Iraq. 


Bienvenido Diaz, foreign exchange director of the Central Bank, Jose Samson, 
representing the Philippine National Bank, and Arturo Cruz, representing the 
Land Bank of the Philippines, immediately endorsed the interim financing 


scheme. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPLE SAYS MISUARI ISOLATED FROM MOVEMENT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Mar 83 p 32 


{[Text} JEDDAH, March 8--Labor Minister Blas F. Ople told the Saudi Arabia 
national media, during a three-hour wide-ranging press conference, that the 
leader of the Moro National Liberation Front, Nur Misuari, had now irrevocably 
isolated himself from the mainstream of his own movement by reneging on the 
MNLF's own demand for autonomy in favor of outright secession. 


Ople said that according to intelligence reports, Misuari had been seen turn- 
ing up more often in Tehran and had been heard to mouth secessionist aims. 

This, he said, defies the consistent position taken by the Islamic conference 
since the Kuala Lumpur declaration of 1974 that the conflict in Southern Phil- 
ippines should be settled within the framework of the Philippines’ sovereignty 


and territorial integrity. 


The labor minister withstood a determined grilling by various representatives 
of Arabic newspapers and press agencies, including observers from the Jeddah- 
based Organization of the Islamic Conference, mainly directed towards Presi- 
dent Marcos’ alleged non-compliance with the Tripoli Agreement and the various 
resolutions of the Islamic Conference. 


The press conference, sponsored by Al-Madina, the largest Arabic daily in 
Saudi Arabia, was also sttended by several members of Ople's delegation, in- 
cluding Francisco Santos, special assistant to Deputy Foreign Minister Pacif- 
ico Castro, and Central Bank Foreign Exchange Director Bienvenido Ruiz, who 
both said Ople fielded all the political questions "with masterful eloquence." 














PHILIPPINES 


OPLE WARNS RECRUITERS OF HARD TIMES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] MOST private recruitment agencies may be forced to close down because 
of an expected stronger competition among agencies in the hiring cf Filipino 
worsers abroad in the coming years. 


This was disclosed yesterday by Labor Minister Blas F. Ople after ending a 
nearly two-week visit to Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Jordar. 


Ople, who is now on his way home, said agencies that only recruit workers for 
overseas jobs face bleak future because of the reported retrenchment in de- 
velopment plans of Middle East countries, except Saudi Arabia. 


He said these agencies, which have weak capital base as well as inexperienced 
and lax managements, should become “service contractors" with capability to 
nanage and assist their recruits in their countries of destination. 


THERE are now about 800 private recruitment agencies as well as manning agen- 
cles allowed by the Philippine Overseas Employment Administration to recruit 
Filipino workers for jobs abroad. 


Ople said the entire recruitment industry will be required to convert into 
“service contractors” to enable the agencies not only to supply workers but 
ilso manage the Laborers. 


He said this isprovided in the Labor Code and its implementing rules, which 
require the agencies to upgrade as service contractors within a reasonable 
time. 


This requirement, he said, will now be more strictly enforced by the POEA. 


DURING his visit, Ople noted that most of the social problems of Filipino 


workers abroad are due to the inability of the recruitment agencies to monitor 


ind help the workers. 


He said recruitment agencies immediately disciaimed responsibility on their 
recruits after collecting their fees and shares of airline commissions. 














In his talks with Saudi officials, he said he was informed by the officials of 
the practice of representatives of certain recruitment agencies who hang 
around hotel lobbies to get principals from Suadi Arabia by all forms of en- 


ticement and cajolry 


He said this includes waiver of mobilization fees which are later collected 
from hapless workers applying for jobs abroad. 


THE labor minister said the main complaints of Saudi employers during his 
talks with them was the exploitation of workers by private recruitment 
agencies. 


The employers, he added, concurred the observations of Ople's mission that 
direct hires should be encouraged to prevent the proliferation of unscrupulous 
tie-ups between the agencies and middleman. 
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PHILIPPINES 


VIRATA DENIES FULL POWERS TO OFFSHORE BANKS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Mar 83 p 10 
[Article by George T. Nervez] 


{Text} THE government is not inclined to grant full commercial banking powers 
to offshore banking units (OBUs) operating here. 


Prime Minister Cesar E. A. Virata said yesterday that the General Banking Act 
(RA 337), as amended, authorized full commercial banking powers only to for- 
eign banks operating here since 1949 when the law took effect. 


Foreign banks that have been operating as full commercial banks since 1949 are 
the Chartered Bank, Hongkong Shanghai Banking Corp., Bank of America and 
Citibank. 


THE Prime Minister made the remakrs in connection with the proposal of the 
Offshore Bankers Association (OBA) to engage in full commercial banking 
operations, including the acceptance of peso deposits. 


Virata also commented on the issue of reciprocity in the granting of commer- 
cial banking licenses to foreign banks, particularly in the case of American 
institutions. 


He noted that the American banks are represented here by the Bank of America 
and Citibank, both leading American banks. 


Other countries, not just the Philippines, are allowed to set up banks in the 
United States, he said. 


OBUs have asked the Central Bank for full commercial banking powers claiming 
their existing businesses and returns are not enough to justify their 
investments. 


However, the OBU bid has been opposed by the Bankers Association of the Phils. 
(BAP), fearing stiff competition for peso deposits once the offshore banks are 
given added powers. 





The private sector, through the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PCCL), supported the BAP position saying the entry of more foreign banks may 
lead to foreign domination of the banking industry. 


The PCCI also said that the OBUs may not bring in fresh capital even if they 
are granted full commercial banking powers. 
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PHILIPPINES 


WIDER PARTICIPATION IN ELECTION OKAYED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Feb 83 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Willie Ng] 


[Text] President Marcos announced yesterday approval of the Kilusang Bagong 
Lipunan (KBL) recommendation to give all deserving political parties rights 
and privileges belonging to accredited parties. 


This means that these deserving parties will be entitled to poll inspectors 
as well as representation in the board of canvassers. They are also entitled 
to duplicate copies of election returns. 


Earlier, the KBL had decided to stick to the pre-condition for accreditation 
in the Election Code requiring that a political party must have supported a 
presidential candidate in the last election. 


This meant that only the Nacionalista Party, which fielded presidential 
candidate Alejo Santos in the last election, could be accredited. 


Over the weekend, however, KBL leaders agreed with President Marcos in a 
Malacanang meeting to ask the legislature to eliminate the precondition. 


They argued that this would ensure wider participation in the 1984 election 
as more parties would be encouraged to field candidates. 


It was agreed to present this decision to the Batasang Pambansa which is 
now rushing action on the Election code in time for next year's political 


The KBL leadership noted that there are regional parties politically stronger 
than the Nacionalista Party or the United Democratic Opposition (Unido). 
Outright accreditation of the NP would thus be unfair and untenable, it 


added. 


With the new development, parties on the national and regional levels will 
enjoy the same footing with the Nacionalistas in privileges and benefits. 


They pointed out that the basic principle of accreditation is to reward with 
benefits of accreditation those parties which demonstrate political strength. 
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Minister of Information Gregorio Cendana said the decision was in line with 
President Marcos’ appeal for the KBL to create an “aura of liberality” for 
the opposition to ensure a good political contest next year. 


Under the law, the Commission on Election (Comelec) is empowered to accredit 
political parties. 


The legislature provides standards for the Comelec in deciding questions of 
accreditation in case only one or none of the presidential candidates of the 
parties obtained less than 10 per cent of the votes. 


Political Affairs Minister Leonardo Perez said that the KBL proposed that 
instead ot focusing on the intracacies of accreditation, steps should be 
taken to explore the feasibility of granting to nonaccredited but regis- 
tered parties the rights and privileges of accreditation. 


fe Vaid that when the conditions of the Constitution for accreditation are 
not met ov the parties with presidential candidates, the legislature can 
enact a law giving other parties such rights. 

The KBL decision, Perez said, opened the gates to all political parties to 
prove that they have a better claim to the enjoyment of such rights of an 
accredited party. 


By C. Valmoria, Jr.| 


ling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL) has modified its stand on the issue 

: accreditation of political parties and proposed to grant all deserving 
national or regional parties the rights and privileges and accredited par- 
ties, if feasible. 


Political Affairs Minister Leonardo B. Perez, chairman of the Batasan 
mmittee on revision of laws, codes, and contitutional amendments, said this 
was decided during a mini-caucus of top KBL leaders presided over by 


President Marcos in Malacahang the other oizht. 


‘erez said a consensus was reached on the following: 

. Rule out the policy of extending outright accreditation to any political 

irty through provisions of the Election Code which are tailor-made for a 

articuiar party. 
2. crap a ndition for accreditation requiring that a political party 
sust have nominated and supported a presidential candidate in the last 

le tio 

he reason for scrapping this condition is that such a requirement would 
unduly emasculate the discretion of the Commission on Elections (Comelec) 

leterminine which party or parties to accredit, Perez said. 
nder the Constitution, it is the Comelec that is empowered to accredit 
litical parties. The role of the Batasang Pambanse is purely to enact 








the law establishing guidelines to be used by the poll body in deciding 
questions of accreditation in case only one or none of the presidential 
candidates of political parties obtained less than 10 per cent of the total 
number of votes cast. 


It was proposed that in regions where a regional party has demonstrated a 
better right to be recognized as the strongest, it should be the one entitled 
to enjoy the benefits and rights of an accredited party. 


The decision of the KBL mini-caucus was to open the gates for all political 
parties to prove that they have a better claim to the enjoyment of rights 
and privileges of an accredited party, even if such party has not iielded a 
presidential candidate or enjoyed only the status of a registered political 
party. 


ho 


00/400 


Lt 


CSO: 








PHILIPPINES 


CB DENIES FOREIGN EXCHANGE TO BROKERS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Mar 83 p 10 
[Article by Ray Magallanes] 


{Text} THE Central Bank (CB) has turned down the request of local commodity 
futures brokers for dollar allocation, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) said yesterday. 


The CB did not give the reason why, but SEC insiders said CB could not allo- 
cate dollars for the commodity brokers because of its tight low foreign 
reserves. 


In addition, investment in commodities is not in the government's "priority" 
list. 


In the absence of the dollar allocation, the commodity brokers will continue 
to execute their orders through their foreign principals who advance the dol- 
lar remittances for the brokers. 


For their part, the brokers will be required to deposit placements of domestic 
investors in the banks, where payments for winning orders are taken. This 
practice is also called “bucketing.” 


While the SEC frowns on this kind of arrangement, the commission could not do 
otherwise but allow the brokers to "bucket" orders until CB approves a dollar 
allocation for them or a better arrangement is arrived at. 


MEANWHILE, the SEC was urged to investigate further Merrill Lynch Philippines, 
Inc. for allegedly accepting money market placement from local investors with- 


out a SEC iicense. 


Informants told SEC Chairman Manuel G. Abello in a letter that the local 
office of Merrill Lynch has been servicing Merrill Lynch International Bank 


London in money market placements. 


Earlier, the American-owned service company was accused of illegally engaging 
in commodity futures trading, but the SEC dismissed the charges after it was 
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assured by Merrill Lynch that it was only “relaying” orders to its New York 
office. 


The company has a pending application for commodity broker license and the SEC 
said it will approve it after Merrill Lynch complies with the registration 
requirements. 
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PHILIPPINES 


AFP ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL SENT TO FIELD 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Mar 83 p 1 


[Article by Jose de Vera] 


{Excerpt}! Some 30,000 to 40,000 Armed Forces officers and men doing adminis- 
trative jobs in the four major services are now being thrown to the field, it 
was learned vesterday. 


Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, sources said, is fielding the “swivel- 
chair” officers and men in compliance with instructions issued by President 
Marcos in a meeting with major service commanders recently. 


The President was reportedly irked when told that a big number of officers and 
men were doing administrative jobs in the AFP general headquarters at Camp 
Aguinaldo, and the headquarters of the Army, PC, PAF, and Navy. 


It was pointed out that the assignment of military personnel in rear echelon 
offices was justified during martial law days. 


Except those assigned in highly sensitive jobs, these personnel will now be 
assigned to the field, while civilian employes will be hired for the jobs, 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL CALLS FOR MEASURES AGAINST ABUSE OF AUTHORITY 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] THE MINISTRY of Justice and the PC are close at work on at least two 
specific cases involving compartmentalized justice and the problem of govern- 
ment credibility in the countryside. 


The crime cases in Masbate have been a lingering malady that have wrought 
havoc on the meaning of justice as conceived not only by the people of Masbate 
but also by those in various parts of the country following the events in t'.at 
island province. The number of unsolved killings in Masbate is a cause for 
national worry if only because the national leadership and its followers have 
invested time, money, and effort in carrying out the challenges of reforms and 
development. The Masbate problem would be a terrible letdown if it is to be 
allowed to remain unresolved for long. 


On the problem of credibility, the case against a “top provincial official” in 
Zambales, who is reportedly behind the massive illegal logging and log smug- 
giing in that province, also greatly concerns Justice Minister Ricardo Puno 
and Le. Gen. Fidel Ramos, PC chief and AFP vice chief ci staff. 


It gust have been impressed upon these two officials that government credibil- 
ity in the countryside is eroded everytime local government officials are 
involved in illegal activities, especially when these are the subject of per- 
sistent presidential irritation. Time and again, President Marcos has voiced 
concern over the rampancy of illegal logging and log smuggling. 


The evidence against this provincial official merits a more intensified probe, 
and the filing, if warranted, of a case against him at the Sandigangbayan. 
This is the only way to settle the case. 


Perhaps, the intervention of President Marcos in the Masbate case and the co- 
ordinate actions of the Ministry of Justice and the PC in the Zambales case 
can be taken as handwritings on the wall. It can mean that local politicians 
who have started abusing their powers and influence are attracting very strong 
responses from Malacanang. 

















This is perhaps what we have all been waiting for: strong measures that would 
restrain local politicians from going back to the old politics of palakasan. 
These politicians in the provinces who are itching to reestablish their dis- 
banded fiefdoms must be taught the lesson that reforms that have been achieved 
in the New Society will be preserved at all costs. 
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PHILIPPINES 


DEPORTATION OF AUSTRALIAN PRIEST DELAYED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] DEPORTATION proceedings against Fr. Brian Gore, an Australian priest 
facing charges of rebellion and illegal possession of explosives, were called 
off yesterday. 


Suspension of the hearings were sought by Brig. Gen. Hamilton Dimaya, AFP 
judge advocate general, until after resolution of a multiple murder charge 
filed against Fr. Gore and two other priests, which is being investigated in 
the provincial fiscal's office of Negros Occidental. 


General Dimaya said the deportation proceedings against Fr. Gore do not 
include consideration of the multiple murder case. 


GOVERNMENT prosecutor Ariston L. Rubio, with the concurrence of the Board of 
Commissioners headed by Immigration Commissioners Edmundo M. Reyes and Alfonso 
J. Ruiz, accepted general Dimaya's petition. 


Fr. Gore--parish priest of Kabangkalan, Negros Occidental, was earlier tagged 
as being behind the ambush-slaying of Mayor Pablo Sola on March 10, last year. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CONCERNED OVER CDCP TAKEOVER 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 pp 10, 9 


[Text] THE business sector through the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) yesterday expressed “serious concern" over the massive 
conversion of the government loans into common stock in the Construction and 


Development Corp. of the Phils. (CDCP). 





The PCCI stand was conveyed to Prime Minister Cesar E. A. Virata by Dante 
Santos, chamber president. 


The move of salvaging the distressed company, it is feared, may unwittingly 
give rise to the adoption of less prudent financial and business practices, 


Santos said. 


Trade and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin said recently that the Philippine 
National Bank was converting P2-billion worth of loans into common shares in 


CDCP because it cannot pay back its obligations. 


SANTOS said that the conversion of government loans into equity of a private 
construction company raises four basic principles. These are: 


--The need for maintaining rationality in the use of government 
resources. 


--The desirability of objectively spreading out resources to the most 
optimum use. 


--The avoidance of government competition vis-a-vis the private sector. 


--Accountability on the part of management and shareholders of distressed 
companies. 


The PCCI said the private sector is unified in its concern that a massive 
amount of long-term and risk resources of government, originally funded by 
taxpayers’ resources, are channeled to one single firm. 


The amount of loans converted into equity represents a sizeable proportion of 
the government's budget and far exceeds the amount of long-term loans report- 
edly disbursed from the Central Bank's Industrial Fund. 
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The allocation of the resources of public institutions to a single firm would 
not appear to be the most prudent and optimum use of scarce funds most espe- 
cially during these difficult times, Santos pointed out. 


SUCH a move automatically limits dispersal of funds to other industries and 
firms, equally deserving of government assistance, the PCCI head added. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SEC, CB EASE MONEY MART REGULATIONS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 pp 10, 9 


[Article by Ray Magallanes] 


[Text] THE coordinating committee of the Central Bank (CB) and the Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC) yesterday approved an amendment to the new rules 
on the registration of short-term commercial papers (CPs). 


Instead of the 20-percent bank guarantee requirement, corporations applying 
for a license to float CPs may secure repurchase agreements with any commer- 
cial bank or quasi-banking institution. 


This was the proposal of the Money Market Association of the Philippines 
(MART) and the Investment houses Association of the Philippines (IHAP) which 
the CB-SEC panel decided to adopt in one sitting. 


The committee pointed out that the other money market rules will remain, how- 
ever, particularly those requiring applicants to satisfy rigid financial ratio 
requirements. 


Both IHAP and MART told SEC and CB that the repurchase agreement will work to 
the advantage of both the CP issuers and the investing public. 


INDUSTRY observers interpreted the move as a relaxation of the new money mar- 
ket rules which they claimed would only constrict the flow of money in the 
system. They also said the SEC is now aware of the reluctance of corporate 
borrowers from renewing their license. 


The new rules will take effect on Friday, which is only two days from today. 


The CB-SEC committee, however, rejected the proposal of the Philippine Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (PCCI) to let the Credit Information Bureau (CIB), an 
independent body, determine which of the corporation applying for a license to 
issue CPs should re registered. 


The committee felt CIB si still starting and not yet in a position to accur- 
ately make credit evaluations as well as credit ratings of probable corporate 


borrowers. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPPOSITION OFFICIALS, JOURNALISTS CHARGED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Mar 83 p 11 


[Text] Sixteen persons identified as officers of three anti-government groups 
led by former Senator Raul Manglapus and Benigno Aquino, Jr. as well as 
editors of a US-based opposition tabloid were charged today before the Quezon 
City fiscal's office with subversion in connection with the activities of the 
editors and staff members of the We Forum publication. 


Named respondents in a complaint filed by Brig. Gen. Hamilton Dimaya, Judge 
Advocate General of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, were Alex A. Excla- 
mado, publisher and editor in chief, Philippine News; Ed I. Diokno, managing 
editor, Philippine News; Ernie Tolentino, associate editor, Philippine News; 
Virgilio G. Macalapad, production manager, Philippine News; Mario Reyes, art 
director, Philippine News; E. L. Rosario, publisher representative, Philippine 
News; Carlos J. Exclamado, business manager, Philippine News; Raul Manglapus, 
president Movement for a Free Philippines; Raul Daza, board member, MFP; 
Eugenio Lopez, Jr. bureau director for communications, MFP; Heherzon Alvarez, 
secretary general, MFP; Benigno Aquino, Jr.; Eleonor Smith, press relations 
officer, Philippine News; Bob de Veyra, regular contributor, Philippine News; 
Charles Avila, Kasapi; and L. R. Eugenio. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR CITES FACTORS FOR RECOVERY 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Mar 83 p 12 


[Text] Central BAnk Gov. Jaime C. Laya cited what he called “three positive 
factors” that are expected to boost the country's economy this year and the 
coming years. 


In an interview with newsmen, Laya said these factors were an expansion in 
commodity exports, cutdown in oil prices and reduction in interest rates on 
the country’s foreign loans. 


He said the reduction in interest rates was significantly influenced by the 
Slump in oil prices. 


Laya said the government was working out ways to reduce by one third this year 
its deficit expenditures of B4.5 billion recorded last year to further improve 


the economy. 


By adopting this, he said, the country would experience a three per cent eco- 
nomic growth rate, a decrease in inflation rate by about nine per cent and a 


diminution in the balance of payments. 


Laya assured that the country's foreign debt, which amounted to $17 billion in 
1982, is being "soundly managed because of the adoption of a built-in control 


formula for our debt service ratio." 


He said the Philippines is one of the few countries in the world that is 
adopting this formula, a significant feature of which is the government 
ability, through effective monitoring, to produce a data concerning the coun- 
try’s international obligation not only from the public but also from the 


private sector. 


He said the Philippines, number 11 behind South Korea and Indonesia, in the 
list of countries with huge foreign debts, has good international credit 


standing. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL FAVORS SEPARATE SERVICE ACADEMIES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Mar 83 p 12 


{Editorial by Apolonia Batalla] 


[Text] THERE are two bills filed by Assemblymen Antonio V. Raqiza and Salva- 
dor B. Britanico proposing the creation of a Philippine Naval Academy and a 
Philippine Air Force Academy. They would be patterned after the Philippine 
Military Academy, but as the names of the proposed institutions imply, they 
would be specialized institutions with different traditions. 


They would be more like the US Naval Academy and the US Air Force Academy 
which are the training arms of their respective branches of the armed forces. 


Today the Philippine Navy gets its commissioned officers from the graduates of 
the PMA. Those PMA graduates have to undergo training in the Naval Training 


Command. 


If there were a naval academy, the PN would be able to train its own officers 
from the start. That would mean less time and better training for the cadets. 


It would also mean the strengthening of the Navy tradition. Today, the PMA is 
geared mostly for the training of officers on land. Hence, its tradition is 


that of land-based officers. 


Additionally, most of the PMA graduates opt for the PC. Less seek the Army. 


The Philippine Air Force also gets part of its supply of commissioned officers 
from the PMA. Its other sources of officer pilots are college degree holders 
and non-pilot regular and reserve officers of the PAF. 


These youths are trained as pilots in the PAF Flying School. There is a dif- 
ference between a flying school and an academy. 


The flying school is an afterthought, while the academy molds the mind and 
inculcates the tradition right from the start of cadetship. 


There is no question the bills are forward-looking. This is an island coun- 
try and as such it needs an honest~to-goodness navy with more fighting ships 
than it has. Hence, it should have a ready supply of navy officers. 




















The difficulty of dealing a decisive blow to the rebellion in the osuth arises 
partly from the lack of navy vessels. The PN does not have full control of 
the southern seas. Accordingly, guns and ammunition can be smuggled into the 
southern islands with relative ease. 


It can, of course, be argued that the lack of ships is due to financial 
constraints: the government does not have enough money with which to purchase 
or construct a sufficient number of ships. 


However, there will come a time when new ships will have to be commissioned, 
for control of the territorial seas is a vital element of national security. 


Reasons of technology can be offered for the idea of establishing academies 
for the PN and the PAF. 


Modern warfare has become increasingly reliant on technological developments. 
In the United States, the old battleships that are being removed from 
mothballis are different from their original selves because their equipment has 
been drastically changed. That means that their crews are knowledgeable in 
the new weapons technologies. 


There is an increasing reliance on relatively small ships whose capabilities 
have been raised considerably by modern weapons and detection systems. This 
is relevant to the Philippines because the immediate problems require small 

vessels with enhanced capabilities. 


Probably even more sophisticated than the modern warships are the new 
aircraft. Even though our air defense needs are not as great as those of 
others, for the reason, among other things, that there are US aircraft at 
Clark and Subic, we need an adequate number of well-trained pilots, who, when 
the occasion arises, can handle sophisticated planes. 


The question of cost in regard to the establishment of the academies hardly 
enters into the picture. In the public hearings on the bill, the heads of the 
Navy and the Air Force expressed the common view that if the academies were 
created, there would merely be a realignment of their respective budgets. Ad- 
ditional spending would be small. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NPC MAY RATION POWER IN MINDANAO 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Mar 8&3 ppl, 4 
[Article by Rene Alviar] 


{Text} The national power corporation (NPC) may ration power supply to 
Mindanao industrial companies if the water in Lanao lake continues to drop to 
lower levels. 


Meeting with officials of Mindanao firms in Quezon city yesterday, the NPC 
said it may ration electricity supply by compelling customers to reduce their 
present requirement of 83 per cent and cut off the supply when their consump- 
tion exceeds such level. 


Electricity supply rationing is one of the measures designed to avoid serious 
power shortages in Mindanao brought about by water deficiency in Lanao lake 
watershed where NPC draws water for production. 


Mindanao firms asked why NPC cannot sufficiently supply their electricity re- 
quirements while industries are prompt in shouldering power rate increases. 
They claimed that power shortages may cause an immediate shutdown of major in- 
dustrial plants in Mindanao, particularly those geared for export. 


The NPC said that Lake Lanao is experiencing water deficiency due to a short- 
fall in rain for the last 12 months. There has been less rainfall over the 


recent years. 


Last year, except for one location, the average monthly rainfall was below 
that of the previous 10 year period (1972-1981). This consequently reduced 
the water elevation to considerable low levels. 


The reduction has been worsening over the years. From an average /00.2 meters 
in 1980 and 701.0 meters in 1981, water in Lake Lanao has dropped to 700.4 
meter in 1972 and to 699.4 meters by March this year. 


Accordingly, the NPC said the capability of hydroelectric plants has been re- 
duced. The lowest allowable lake level for 1983 was 698.4 meters. If the 
water elevation continues to drop, the NPC has to stop operating its hydro- 
electric power plants. 














Under normal conditions, electricity produced by hydroelectric plants in Min- 
danao is enough to meet the demand for 198 million kilowatt hours per month. 
However, at the present water elevation, the plants electricity production is 
not enough to cover the needs of the whole Mindanao. 


Even with the combined electricity generation of diesel plants and hydroelec- 
tric, the NPC will still lave about 36 megawatt hours shortfall at this time 
when water elevation is very low. 


The NPC urged Mindanao firms to voluntarily curtail their loads to 83 per cent 
of contracted energy demand in order to avoid serious power shortages. Should 
the above move is inadequate, the NPC will maintain to operate the Davao Light 
and Power Company's diesel plant with 58.7 megawatt hours rated capacity. 


This option, however, will entail #16 million additional expenses for the NPC 
or equivalent to 56.22 centavos per kilowatt hour. The NPC said the addition- 
al cost can be charged to power users by making all customers pay 7.21 
centavos per kilowatt hour used. 


Utilities would be charged an average of .2724 centavos as compared to .2003 
centavos per kilowatt hour earlier. On the other hand, industry and other 
non-utility would be charged .3031 centavos against .2310 centavos per kilo- 
watt hour at the present rate. 


Those consuming up to 83 per cent of their contracted demand would be charged 
the prevailing rate and any consumption above would be charged an energy rate 
of .5622 centavos per kilowatt hour. 


For customers which maintain 100 per cent of their contracted energy demand, 
there would be an equivalent effective rate increase of .0721 centavos per . 


kilowatt hour. 
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PHILIPPINES 


LAND REFORM DOCUMENTS TO BE RESPECTED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] AGRARIAN Reform Minister Conrado Estrella said yesterday the ministry 
will not cancel any certificates of land transfers, lease-holds and emancipa- 
tion patents unless protests on them have been given due course. 


Addressing the 7th general meeting of the Bishops Businessmen's Conference in 
Villa San Miguel, Mandaluyong, Estrella said the sanctity of these documents 
will be respected. 


As of last year a total of 597,033 CLis had been issued to 393,142 farmer- 
beneficiaries covering a totel area of 679,690 hectares. This represents 92 
percent coverage of farmers and 95 percent of area subjected to land reform. 


Emancipation patents, or the absolute ownership documents, were issued to 
36,712 farmer-beneficiaries, most of whom have paid their land amortizations 
without waiting for the prescribed 15-year period. 


ON THE basis of six persons per family, he said, 2.35 million persons had 
benefitted from the land transfer program of the government. 


Estrella added that the ministry is re-writing its policy on the issue of 
illegal transfer of rights, to CLT-covered lands at present, the ministry is 
requesting the rural banks to grant more agricultural loans to tenant-bene- 


ficiaries who are up to date in their repayments, he said. 


For 1982, the Land Bank of the Philippines has paid P1.53 million covering a 
total of 208,397 hectarew ‘illed by 108,987 farmer-beneficiaries, he said. 


Estrella also cited the ministry's 42 settlements covering 850,156 hectares 
for some 52,611 resettled farm-families last year. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MUSLIM LEADERS RENEW DIALOGUE APPEAL 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Mar 83 ppl, 11 
[Article by Nelly Sindayen] 


[Text] Muslim leaders have appealed anew for resumption of long-stalled peace 
talks between the Philippine government and Muslim rebel leaders. 


Former Sen. Salipada Pendatun and former Speaker Abdul Khayr Alonto led 
leaders of the Philippine Muslim Solidarity Conference in airing the appeal. 


Pendatun said the PMSC and the Muslim Association of the Philippines which he 
heads are “very much concerned" because Mindanao might become another Vietnam. 


Developments in the south, he said, continued to threaten the country's 
economic and political stability. 


The Muslim leader dismissed as “pure speculation" observations that the 
Karachi meeting attended by Sultan Rashid Lucman of the Bangsa Moro Liberation 


Organization and other Muslim leaders, including those in the government last 
January was a move to isolate Nur Miesuari, chairman of the Moro National Lib- 


eration Front. 


He said that apart from the BMLO and the MNLF Moro National Congress, the MNLF 
sent an “unofficial observer" to the conference, representing Nur Misuari. 


Alonto said that the solidarity conference "still acknowledges" Nur Misuari 4s 
chairman of the MNLF central committee. 


The last peace talks, held in Manila in 1977, collapsed over the extent of 
local autonomy to be given the country's five million Muslims. 


The Philippine gov-rnment accused the MNLF of demanding independence not 
autonomy, while ti.z MNLF charged that the government was willing to give an 
autonomy no different from the status quo. 


BAGUIO CITY March 1ll--A total of 28 persons were arrested since last March 5 
in this city and in La Union and Ilocos Norte as the military stepped up its 
crackdown against subversives in the region. 
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Ten persons were picked up here following a demonstration by Igorct students 
last Saturday. Nine others were arrested in the town of Piddig, Ilocos Norte, 


and the rest in La Union last March 7. 


On the day of the rally protesting exploitation and continuous oppression of 
cultural minorities, six students were arrested while residents of four sitios 


in Piddig were subjected to searches. 

One of those held in Baguio, Benjamin de Guzman, was re-arrested the next day, 
together with his sister, Charito 19, and another student, Katrina Santos, 18. 
The three were suspected members of the youth committee of the New People's 
Aray. 


The three were taken into military custody on a search warrant issued by Judge 
Pastor de Guzman, Jr. of the Baguio municipal trial court. 


In Piddig, nine persons suspected as NPA rebels were arrested, detained, and 
reportedly tortured by PC soldiers, a letter of residents of the four sitios 
sent to Rev. Fr. Teodoro H. Remegio of the Sta. Ana parish church said. 


The letter disclosed that at dawn of March 5, 20 PC soldiers, policemen, and 
CHDF men arrived in sitio Saniata and surrounded the house of Opris Tomas. 
The soldiers reportedly searched and ransacked every house of the sitios 


Saniata, Danggayan, Timpuyog, and Carolina. 
Those arrested are all detained at the stockade of Camp Juan in Laoag city. 


In La Union, military intelligence command took into custody Ernesto Boadilla, 
Avelino Pascual, Lucero Lagmay, Rolando de Vega, Rodolfo Bautisata, Danny 
Mamaril, Leo Ofilado, Rolando Marcelo, and Dindo Adela, their parents said. 


COTABATO CITY, March 1]--Three New People's Army (NPA) leaders and two 
paramilitary chiefs were killed ip separate incidents in North Cotabato and 


this citylast Wednesday and yesterday. 


Three other rebels were captured. 


Col. Cesar Tapia, commander of the ARmy's 2/2 brigade, identified the slain 
NPAs as Remedios Mosquiola, alias "Boyet;" Roberto Naig, alias "Bitoy;" and 


Fllemeno Panis, alias "Bilo.” 
The three were killed in separate encounters in Makilala, North Cotabato, the 
other day. 


In a Constabulary report, unidentified men gunned down two heads of the local 
Civilian Home Defense Force (CHDF) at this city's new market yesterday. 


The fatalities were identified as Bernardo delos Reyes and Rogelio Basero. 
They died on the spot. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NDC SUBSIDIARY TO BUILD P5 MILLION PLANT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] A P578.17-million rayon plant will be set up by a subsidiary of the 
State-owned National Development Co. (NDC) in Naguillan, La Union. 


The project, to be undertaken by the National Rayon Corp. (NRC), has obtained 
the approval of the Board of Investments (BOI). 


NRC is the same company assigned by NDC to rehabilitate the facilities of the 
inactive Philippine Cellophane Film Corp., the plant of which is also situated 


in La Union. 


THE project will primarily produce rayon staple and anhydrous sodium sulfate 
as a by-product. 





Rayon staple fiber is a basic material used in the manufacture of fabrics, 
cigaret filter tips, and packaging materials, etc. Sodium sulfate can be used 
in the manufacture of kraft paper, synthetic detergent and even in the 


shelting of nickel. 
The rayon project is expected to be on stream by January 1985. 


The rayon project will employ some 390 workers. It has an approved capacity 
of 20,000 metric tons of rayon staple fiber and 12,000 MP of sodium sulfate a 
year. 


IN A related development, the BOI approved the P26.11-million expansion 
project of Victorias Manufacturing Corp., an export producer of specialty 


fabrics. 


The company manufactures embroidered fabrics and laces which it exports to 
Canada, the United States, Singapore, and Australia. 


With the expansion, it will need additional workforce of 93 workers, the BOI 
said. 


The textile firm expects to complete phase one of the expansion project in 
October this year, while the second phase is expected to be finished by 
October 1985. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CREDIT EASED FOR DISTRESSED FIRMS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] THE GOVERNMENT is adopting a “hands-off" policy in the rehabilitation 
of distressed industries. 


President Marcos disclosed this yesterday even as he announced that the priv- 
ate sector will be given greater access to cheap government funds, hence allow 
them to help carry out rehabilitation work for distressed companies. 


Government financing institutions are being restructured to enable them to 
give more credit to the private sector, the President said. 


The President also said that the government would allow the setting up of new 
industries, also under the initiative of the private sector. 


THE announcement followed a government takeover of the Construction and De- 
velopment Corp. of the Philippines (CDCP), Southeast Asia's largest construc- 


tion company. 


The President, nevertheless, explained that the takeover of companies in the 
past were unavoidable, because if they were not undertaken, other businesses 


would be affected. 


He said that if a company declares bankruptcy, "the fire might spread and 
affect even the banking system or even the economy.” 


The President said the government takeover of troubled industries is needed 
for the economy to stabilize. 


The government financing institutions undergoing restructuring are the Philip- 
pine National Bank, the Development Bank of the Philippines, the Land Bank and 


the Veterans Bank. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FIRM SUFFERS P295 LOSSES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 p 10 


[Text] ATLAS Consolidated Mining and Development Corp. (ACMDC), Asia's 
largest copper producer, suffered lat year a huge loss of P296,408,000. 


In 1981, the copper mining firm registered a minimal profit of P3,529,000. 


The company also reported a drop in its sales last year which reached 
P1,920,122,000 against P2,057,641,000 in 1981. 


Andres Soriano Jr., company president and board chairman, said that "1982 was 
the most unfavorable year for the copper industry in half a century." 


He, nevertheless, expressed hope that the current upward trend in the metal 
prices will continue through 1983. 


"If it does," Soriano added, "Atlas should be able to achieve better results. 
We are, at the same time, maintaining an effective, on-going cost reduction 


program in operating expenses." 


UNDER this program, the firm converted its main power plant from an oil to a 
coal-powered one. In this change-over, one boiler was completed last Decem- 
ber, while another will be operational March this year, he said. 


This oil-to-coal conversion was originally projected to trim by 8 US cents per 
pound the company's production cost for copper, Soriano added. 


He also reported that the company undertaken other measures to stabilize its 
earnings until copper prices fully recover. These include its participation 
in the government's extended copper price support program for three months 
from February 1, 1983 at 76 U.S. cents per pound and authorization to manage- 
ment to hedge up to 20 percent Atlas’ gold production if the world market for 


this medal makes it advisable to do so. 


SORIANO added that “because of the important contribution of gold to Atlas 
earnings, efforts are being intensified to extend the reserves at the Masbate 


gold mine by exploring and acquiring adjoining deposits." 




















The firm last year produced 296,231,000 pounds of copper, down by 3.3 percent 
from 306,385,000 in 1981. Gold and silver output registered respective in- 
creases of 4.9 and 4.6 perrent. 


Gold output totalled 203,561 ounces against 194,027 ounces in 1981, while 
silver production reached 568,576 ounces against 543,690 ounces. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OFFSHORE BANKERS FULL POWER BID PROTESTED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text] PUBLIC debate on the bid of the Offshore Bankers Association (OBA) for 
full commercial banking powers gained more heat yesterday with the local banks 
belittling the foreign banks’ offer to put up $5 million in fresh capital for 
their offshore banking units. 


Eduardo Go, president of the Bankers Association of the Phils. (BAP) said that 
with their offer, the offshore bankers were making a mockery of banking laws. 


"While domestic commercial banks are required to put up P300 million capital, 
the OBUs proposed to put up a capital of only $5 million (or a measly P50 mil- 


lion)," Go said. 


It is grossly unfair to domestic banks if the OBUs will be allowed full com- 
mercial banking powers with the $5-million capitalization they are strongly 
recommending to the CB, the BAP head said. 


The offshore banks, led by OBA chairman Joseph A. Longobardi, want their priv- 
ileges expanded to include full commercial banking, such as accepting peso 


deposits. 


In exchange for the expanded powers, Longobardi said recently that 15 offshore 
banks will bring in $5 million each in fresh capital. 


HOWEVER, the BAP, the umbrella organization of local commercial and branches 
of four foreign banks, has strongly opposed the OBA bid because of the strong 
competition for peso deposits. 


The BAP position has been supported by the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) which said it was not convinced the foreign banks would bring 
in fresh funds. 


Go said that despite their claims, the OBUs may not bring in new financial re- 
sources into the country. 
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The OBUs may well easily comply with the capitalization requirement by redocu- 
menting part of their present exposures here as equity, with the result that 
no new financial resources will be forthcoming, Go added. 

é 
IF THIS happens, the OBUs will actually be able to reduce the credit avail- 
able locally because they will be able to pay off existing foreign currency 
loans with the peso deposits. 


Go pointed out that the exposure here of the OBUs has been estimated to be 
$1.119 billion to non-banks and $1.598 billion to banks as of June 1982. 


In comparison, deposits of all kinds in the entire banking system amounted to 
only P150.9 billion as of end 1981. 


In answer to the OBUs claim that approximately P750 million would be available 


for domestic lending if they are given more powers, the BAP said that there is 
more than enough money in local banks for lending purposes. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINDANAO DEVELOPMENT PLANS REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Economic Planning Minister Placido L. Mapa, Jr. said yesterday that 
the agricultural development program in Mindanao continues to hold the top- 
priority concern of the government's economic planners. 


Reflecting the paramount importance given by President Marcos to the agri- 
cultural development of the area, a total of 84.2 billion has been earmarked 
for the 11 major foreign-assisted irrigation projects in Mindanao, he said. 


In addition, five locally funded irrigation projects with a total cost of 
#67 million are being implemented in the South, he added. 


With the increasing budgetary allocation and resources channeled for the 
national irrigation program, some #1.3 billion has been allocated in 
Mindanao over the three-year period from 1981 to 1983, he continued. 


Mapa gave this report in reply to charges in certain opposition quarters 
that the Marcos administration had neglected Mindanao. 


President Marcos told a group of visiting British publishers yesterday he 
would find out whether the constitutional provision placing media in the 
hands of Filipinos extends to book publishing. 


He ordered the Ministry of Justice to render an opinion on this issue when 
the British publishers, led by Hamish MacGibbon, managing director of 
William Helnemann, Ltd., said they would like to go into book publishing 


here on a joint venture basis. 


They told Mr. Marcos that a sophisticated publishing industry is needed 
here in view of the tremendous strides made in industry and education. 


"The question is how to transfer the necessary technology and publishing 
know-how and it is our mutual feeling that the best way is by setting up 


joint companies," MacGibbon said. 


The publishers said that joint ventures have worked out well in India, 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and other nations. They said they were enthusi- 
astic about joint ventures in the Philippines. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NPA RAIDER ACTIVITIES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Roy Sinfuego] 


[Text] Cagayan de Oro City, March 2--Fifty New People's Army (NPA) men 
swooped down on a paramilitary detachment in barangay Kaburiao, Quezon, 
Bukidnon, yesterday, and took 22 high-powered firearms. 


Two policemen and a civilian home defense force (CHDF) member who were on 
guard did not resist the raiders, Lt. Col. Cesar Manaig, Constabulary pro- 
vincial commander, reported to Maj. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, Armed Forces vice 
chief of staff and PC chief, and Brig. Gen. Pedro F. Zafra, regional com- 
mander. 


Manaig said one M-16 Armalite rifle and 21 Garand and Carbine rifles, and a 
still undetermined quantity of ammunition were taken. 


Initial investigation disclosed that the NPAs led by a certain Jacinto 
Nicor, alias “Kumander Ramil," arrived at the barrio center at 10:30 am. 
in a commandeered freight truck. 


They searched every house, then closed in on the detachment. Only three 
troopers were guarding the armory as the others were resting in their homes 
following all-night duty the previous day. 


The report said the rebels held hostage the families of Pat. Enrico Parado 
and Pat. Sergio Inihaw, Jr. and released them only after all the firearms 
were surrendered. (CNJ) 


Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, said yesterday the relentless 
civil-military and combat operations in Mindanao has badly hurt the NPA and 
that hundreds of NPA have sent surrender feelers. [as published] 


General Ver accepted the surrender of members of the MNLF and NPA in Cotabato 
city. 


"We will continue the pressure against the NPA until they buckle down, 
although the government is always open to a dialogue as its policy of 
reconciliation,” Ver said. 
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Two large groups of rebels, one belonging to the MNLF and the other from 
the NPA, came down from the hills and surrendered to Ver. 


Camp Gen. Gonzalo Siongco, Dinaig, Maguindanao, March 2--Armed Forces chief 
of staff Gen. Fabian C. Ver said today government will continue to open its 
arms in the spirit of brotherhood, peace, and development to those who have 
been misguided into rebellion. 


Ver accepted today the surrender of 167 Moro National Liberation Front and 
New People's Army rebels operating in Davao and North Cotabato provinces. 


He also accepted 108 heavy caliber firearms from the rebels, including six 
M-79 grenade-launchers, two units of caliber .30 machinegun, and two 
Malaysian-made anti-personnel land mine. 


The MNLF rebels were led by Labualas Mamansual, alias Kumander "Samroud,” and 
Kumander "Jibbs." Samroud was trained in Sabah, Malaysia, in guerrilla 
warfare in 1974, while "Jibbs”" underwent guerrilla and commando training 

in August, 1980, in a Middle East country. 


Twenty other subcommanders under them, and 53 of their followers also sur- 
rendered. 


PC/INP Recom 12 commander, Brig. Gen. Valerio Perez, presented to Ver 
Eskak Usop, alias Kumander “Rocky,” and his MNLF followers operating in 
Talayan, Maguindanao. 


Four other rebel commanders identified as Awal Salipta, alias Kumander 
"Jackie," Musalik Omar, Anso Usman, and Etaspil Lembak also surrendered. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PROBE ON HIDDEN WEALTH URGED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 
[Article by C. Valmoria, Jr.] 


[Text] A resolution was filed with the Batasang Pambansa yesterday, urging 
a legislative inquiry into reports that some politicians and government 
officials have hidden wealth in the United States. 


Proponents of the measure said the investigation aims to initiate legisla- 
tion to implement effectively the public trust concept of government ser- 
vice, as provided by the Constitution. 


The resolution was based on a report that the bureau of internal revenue 
has a list of Filipinos who have hidden wealth in the United States. 


It appears that the list includes politicians and government officials who 
may either be incumbent or no longer in the service. 


"While it is a right of every Filipino citizen to provide for his own or 
his family’s security and acquire wealth anywhere, the Constitution and 
existing laws limit such right insofar as government officials and employes 
are concerned," opposition Assemblyman Hilario Davide, Jr. (Pusyon Bisaya, 
Central Visayas), the resolution's principal author, said. 


The resolution was co-authoried by Assemblymen Filemon Fernandez, Aifonso 
Corominas, and Dominador Pernes. 


Other developments: 


1. The committee on revision of laws, codes, and constitutional amendments 
was divided yesterday on the manner of apportioning the 10 additional Batasan 
seats. An executive session is scheduled to resolve the issue. 


2. The committee on civil service headed by Assemblyman Rodolfo Albano 
(KBL, Cagayan Valley) approved in principle a bill which would regulate 
the practice of psychology in the Philippines. 


3. The assembly continued debate on the proposed amendments to the Omnibus 
Incentives Act. 
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4. Assemblyman and Finance Deputy Minister Antonio Roman, Jr. filed a 
resolution instructing the committee on trade to investigate the alleged 
deplorable working conditions in the export processing zone in Mariveles, 


Bataan. 


5. Assemblyman and Trade Deputy Minister Gerardo Espina proposed to exclude 
interest payments on low-cost housing loans from taxable gross income. 


Meanwhile, Assemblyman Antonio Tupaz (KBL, Northern Mindanao), minister of 
state for local governments, hit back at opposition Assemblyman Reuben 
Canoy for blaming the administration for the drought and the peace and 
order situation in Mindanao. 


Tupaz, who is chief regional action officer of the First Lady in Region X, 
said Canoy purposely ignored the massive irrigation projects in Agusan del 
Norte, Agusan del Sur, the Davao province, Cotabato, and Zamboanga, which 
dwarfed the efforts of past administrations from 1900 to 1964. 


In another development, Speaker Querube Makalintal rejected a request for 
investigation of the ®4.5-million survey projects contract allegedly 
awarded by the Ministry of Natural Resources to a losing bidder. 


The speaker wrote to the Survey Contractors Association and the Geodetic 
Engineers of the Philippines, saying that his office had no jurisdiction 
over official acts of the minister of natural resources. 


Makalintal’s decision drew a sharp reaction from Assemblyman Fernandez who 


contended that the Batasan has all the right to investigate any reported 
irregularity in the conduct of government affairs. 
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PHILIPPINES 


AIR COMBAT UNIT FORMED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] The Second Air Combat Group of the Philippine Air Force was recently 
organized aimed at supporting the objectives of "Project Katatagan,” a 
government thrust to win the hearts and minds of the people. 


Maj. Gen. Vicente M. Piccio, Jr., PAF commanding general, said the organiza- 
tion of the combat group is in compliance with the directive of Gen. Fabian C. 
Ver, AFP chief of staff. 


He said the combat group under Col. Epineto Logico, will be trained along 
the lines of civil relations in addition to the usual conventional as well 
as unconventional types of training. 


The organization of the mobile military unit, which is equivalent to an 
infantry battalion in strength, is in support also of the operations of the 
AFP major services in the current drive against dissidence, Piccio said. 


The second combat group is now undergoing training at Fort Magsaysay in 


Laur, Nueva Ecija, while the First Combat Group is already deployed in 
Mexico, Pampanga, undertaking civil-military operations. 
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PHILIPPINES 


AUSTRALIAN PRIEST LINKED TO GUERRILLAS, MURDER 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 p 6 
[Article by Victor S. Marcelo] 


[Text] AN AUSTRALIAN priest facing deportation charges was tagged yesterday 
as being behind the ambush-slaying of Mayor Pablo Sola and six others in 
Negros Occidental on March 10, last year. 


Fr. Brian Gore, parish priest of Kabangkalan, Negros Occidental, was impli- 
cated by at least eight witnesses in sworn statements filed before Lt. Col. 
Mario Hidalgo Jr., task force Kanlaon commander of Recom VI, Negros. 


Fr. Gore is now facing charges of multiple murder before the provincial fis- 
cal's office of Negros Occidental. He is also facing charges for illegal 
possession of firearms and inciting to rebellion before the municipal court of 


Kabangkalan. 


AT THE hearing yesterday, two witnesses were presented before the Board of 
Special Inquiry headed by Immigration Commissioner Edmundo M. Reyes. 


The witnesses were Lt. Rolando Rabara, intelligence officer of task force 
Kanlaon, and Lt. Mariano Gall of the Philippine Army. 


Rabara said Fr. Gore was founder of Kristianong Katilimban, an organization of 
lay leaders and local residents which he said is supplying food, shelter, and 


money to the communist movement in Negros. 


Rabara said Fr. Gore and his group have been using the name of the communists 
in its fight against sugar planters in the area to sow terror and disorder. 


Gallo, on the other hand, testified that his men confiscated firearms and 
ammunition in the convent where Fr. Gore is assigned. 


THE FILING of charges against Gore before the Immigration and Deportation 
Board was initiated by Lt. ven. Fidel V. Ramos, PC chief and INP director 


general. 
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Commissioner Reyes said the deportation charges against Fr. Gore on the ground 
of “undesirability” will be taken separately 


Reyes said the CID has been asked to look into allegations that the Australian 
priest has caused himself to be a "security risk" and an “undesirable alien." 
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PHILIPPINES 


AFP CAPTURES NPA CATHOLIC NUN 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Mar 83 ppl, 6 


[Article by Mel Parale] 


[Text] A SERIOUSLY wounded Catholic nun, tagged as the political officer of 
the New People's Army, was captured last month by government troopers. Her 
capture was made public only yesterday, after military doctors had saved her 


right leg from amputation. 


The nun, identified as Sister Maria Merlyn Bargomento alias Kumander Ellen, 
was left behind by nine other rebel leaders in a raid on their mountain hide- 
out in North Cotabato by military operatives. 





She is believed to be the architect of the new nationwide anti-government 
propaganda offensive of the rebels. 


The capture took place in the mountain outskirts of Kidapawan. The rebels 
were holding a strategy meeting when surprised by troopers. 


HER COMPANIONS, reported to be rebel field commanders operating in Mindanao, 
raised their hands but one of them hurled a grenade at the troopers, forcing 
the soldiers to fire back. Barbomento, who was presiding over the meeting, 
was hit in the right thigh. Her companions fled, leaving her behind. 


She was first taken to the PC station hospital in Parang, Maguindanao. Gen. 
Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, ordered the airlift of Bargomento to Manila 
when he saw her while inspecting military facilities in Cotabato. He was told 
by military doctors that medical attention in Manila was needed for her leg. 


Unable to take Bargomento in his plane, Ver bought plane tickets for the 
wounded nun and two escorts, a doctors, and a nurse. 


She was taken to the AFP Medical Center (formerly V. Luna Hospital) in Quezon 
City. 


The military withheld information on her background and the degree of her in- 
volvement in the underground movement. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINDANAO EVACUEES GIVEN RELIEF 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] RELIEF agencies in Mindanao battle zones were mobilized yesterday to 
extend emergency assistance to families evacuating to safer areas. 


Some 1,300 families have reportedly fled from their homes to avoid being 
caught in the crossfire between government forces and rebels. 


Affected are families residing in the mountain areas of Maco and Mabini towns, 
both in Davao del Norte, where clashes between government troops and rebels 


appeared imminent. 


The government has so far sent about seven battle-tested battalions to the 
critical areas. 


MILITARY analysts said the rebels, both from the New People's Army and the 
Moro National Liberation Front, appeared capable of massing 200 armed regulars 
at any given time. 


The biggest encounters so far recorded were those in Maco (Davao del Norte) 
where 21 NPA members were killed in a seven-hour gunfight last Feb. 8, and in 
Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat, last Feb. 26 where 34 of 250 MNLF members were 
slain. Five military men were killed while four others were wounded. 


GEN. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, directed field commands to coordinate 
with relief outfits. 


Col. Honesto Isleta, AFP civil relations service acting chief, flew to Mindan- 
ao on Ver's instruction to organize a unified special team with representa- 
tives from military and civilian agencies. 


Involved in the assistance effort are units from the human settlements, 
agrarian, health and social ministries, and local governments. 
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PHILIPPINES 


STUDENT ACTIVISTS ROUNDED UP 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Mar 83 p 32 


{Article by Isidoro Chammag] 


[Text] BAGUIO CITY, March 8--Police authorities have launched a crackdown on 
student activism here resulting in a series of arrests during the last four 
days. 


This situation became apparent when two more student leaders were arrested 
yesterday morning for distributing laleged subversive materials. 


Arrested were Benjamin de Guzman, third year economics student at St. Louis 
University, and Tomas Abellera, Jr., third year engineering student of Baguio 


College Foundation. 


Both were released several hours after arrest when lawyer Carlito Corpuz, a 
member of the Free Legal Assistance Group-Baguio, interceded for ,then. 


De Guzman and Abellera were reportedly picked up for distributing some protest 
manifesto which the police considered subversive documents. 


The documents turned out to contain a protest statement against the violent 
manner with which policemen dispersed the peaceful rally of Igorot demon- 
strators last week, the arrest of six Igorot marchers, and the beating of 
several others by truncheon-wielding policemen. 


The manifesto also protested the manner by which the office of the "Outcrop” 
newspaper was ransacked last Thursday by persons believed to be government 
intelligence men. 
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PHILIPPINES 


IMF LOAN APPROVED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in Engiish 27 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text] The International Monetary Fund (IMF) yesterday approved $549.7 
million worth of loans to the Philippines. 





The Central Bank said that the loans, amounting to 503.55 million epecial 
drawing rights (SDR), will finance economic recovery programs and help 
reduce the country's balance of payments (BOP) deficit this year. 


The CB said that of the total amount, up to $343.88 million will be drawn 
under a standby arrangement with the IMF. 


The balance of $205.83 million is available under the IMF's compensatory 
financing facility to compensate for the sharp drop in the prices of the 
country's major exports. 


Prime Minister Cesar E. A. Virata said the country has complied with the 
major conditions of the loans such as the cut in the budget deficit, con- 
trols on foreign borrowings and reduction in the BOP deficit in 1983. 


The IMF said the Philippine economy was severely affected in the last two 
years by a series of adverse external developments. However, an improvement 
in the BOP is expected in 1983, the CB said. 


Another factor taken into account by the IMF was the drop in inflation rate 
in the past two years to an average of 10.2 percent in 1982 from 12.4 


percent in 1981. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CEBU INSURGENTS SURRENDER 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Feb 83 p 12 


[Text] The military yesterday appeared to have broken the backbone of the 
dissident movement in Cebu with the mass surrender of 182 hardcore rebels in 


the province. 


The mass surrender was the biggest in the country since the new year and 
represents about 60 percent of insurgents holed up in rebel-infested 
Astorias, a hilly town about 70 kilometers from Cebu City. 


The rebels surrendered firearms. 


Their spokesman, NPA field commander Dante Perales, told military authorites 
that the remaining 135 of their comrades were also set to leave their moun- 
tain hideouts to surrender. 





The mass surrender capped weeks of negotiations which, at one point, was 
stalled by fears of some of the rebels that they might be liquidated. 


The surrenderers used to be led by the dreaded NPA commander Regino Laurente, 
who was recently killed by government troopers in a clash at the outskirts 
of Astorias. 


Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, who flew to Cebu yesterday to accept 
the surrender in behalf of President Marcos, ordered Brig. Gen. Alfredo 
Olano, Recom 7 commander, to make sure that the surrenderers are able to 
return to their former communities to live a new life. 


Ver said during the surrender rites that the mass surrender was the “first 
concrete success achieved by Operation Plan Katatagan" launched recently as 


a counter-insurgency drive of the government. 


The surrenderers' spokesman confirmed this, saying that they decided to 
come down from the hills only “when we were convinced that the anti- 
government propaganda of our leaders were plain deception." 


Petales told the crowd during the rites that they were previously told by 
their superiors that “we will be killed by government troopers if we 


surrender." 
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In related developments, 19 NPA members were czptured by government troopers 
and six others killed in separate encounters in seven different areas. 


Identities of those captured were not immediately available. Two soldiers 
were killed on the government side. 
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PHILIPPINES 


DUTCH AID FOR ENERGY STUDY 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Feb 83 ppl, 9 


[Text] The Netherlands government has approved another grant for Philippine 
development projects, this time in the rural areas. 


The grant was extended to the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) for 
its energy cost reduction study of the Cagayan irrigation system which has 
become unprofitable to operate as farmers tend to limit the use of water due 


to high irrigation fees. 


The study will be undertaken by Haskoning BV, a Dutch company with expertise 
in this specific field. It will center on possible measures such as the 
provision of an alternative source of energy through windmills, improvement 

of water regulation system, and alternative cropping pattern to achieve 
reduction of water requirement that will provide more benefits to the farmers. 





The official documents for the study grant were signed by Administrator 
Dr. Fiorello R. Estuar for NIA and J. W. de Waal, charge d'affaires of the 
Royal Dutch Embassy for the Netherlands government. 


Last January 1983, the Netherlands government extended a study grant for the 
rehabilitation of canals in Metro Manila. Both grants were the results of 
the visit of Netherlands rural development mission last June which was 
facilitated by INSTO Foundation of Holland headed by Henk F. de Groot and 
Armando E. Andaya, chairman of the board of Superius Management and Invest- 


ment Corp. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SEA DISPUTES NEED EARLY SETTLEMENT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Feb 83 pp 1, 15 
{Article by Vicente B. Foz] 


[Text] Conflicting maritime jurisdiction in at least seven areas in South- 
east Asia, unless settled early, may frustrate desirable regional develop- 
ment projects and result in tensions and misunderstanding among the states 
involved. 


The countries must approach the problems in fishing, pollution, shipping, 
and scientific research in their waters on a regional basis for a more 
effective management of these transnational activities. 


This was stressed by Minister of State Artura M. Tolentino in a recent 
speech in Bangkok on the "The New Law of the Sea in Southeast Asia." 


{as published] 


Tolentino said the tranquility, goodwill, and full cooperation among the 
countries and peoples of Southeast Asia will largely depend on the satis- 
factory settlement of conflicting or overlapping maritime claims. 


Among the problem areas in the region, Tolentino said, are the part of the 
Gulf of Tonkin being claimed by Vietnam and China; the waters of the 
Kalayaan Islands being claimed by the Philippines, China and Vietnam; the 
Gulf of Thailand, parts being claimed by Thailand and Kampuchea; the waters 
of Spratley islands claimed by the Philippines, Malaysia, China, and 
Vietnam; the seabed between Indonesia and Malaysia, parts being claimed by 
Indonesia and the claimants of the Spratley Islands waters; Brunei's 
maritime limits when she becomes independent this year, by claimants of 
waters of Spratley Islands; and the waters between the Las Palmas or 
Miangas island and Mindahao, claimed by the Philippines and Indonesia. 


The recently approved Convention on the Law of the Sea provides for a 
formula for delimiting the exclusive economic zone and the continental 
shelf of opposite or adjoining states. It says that the delimination shall 
be “effected by agreement on the basis of international law as referred to 
in Article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, in 
order to achieve an equitable solution. [as published] 
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Tolentino said the provision is vague and does not offer a real solution 
to the problem of delimitation. "Basically," he said, “the solution ‘wst 
be found in mutual agreement, irrespective of the reason, motive or justi- 
fication of the parties, whether legal, economic, political, or just plain 


accommodation." 
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SMELTING, REFINING CORPORATION VIABILITY DOUBTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Feb 83 p 24 


[Text] A noted business leader has raised doubts on the viability of the 
Philippine Associated Smelting and Refining Corp. (PASAR), an ambitious 
$390 million industrial project initiated by the government. 


Jaime V. Ongpin, president of Benguet Corporation, said there is just "no 
way PASAR will be able to compete profitably" against smelters in Japan 
which were built prior to the oil crisis on half the cost of PASAR, or 
against smelters in Korea, Taiwan and China, which are operated more for 
“strategic rather than commercial" purpc ses. 


"It will turn out to be more of a burden than a blessing to the copper mining 
sector for whose benefit it was supposed to have been justified in the first 
place,” Ongpin charged in a recent speech before a gathering of the 
Philippine Society of Mining, Metallurgical and Geological Engineers. 


The government requires domestic copper producers to “reserve” up to 60 per 
cent of their production as feed for Pasar, but Ongpin said this will be 
an added burden to an already distressed industry because it monopolizes 
purchase “at rates not competitive with foreign smelters.” 


Said Ongpin: The question that must be asked is whether it is legal, much 
less sound economic policy, to compel aneentire industry to reserve any 
part of its production at non-competitive terms in order to ensure the 
viability of a single enterprise in which the government happens to be a 


major investor. 


The National Development Co. (NDC), the government's investment arm, is the 
single largest investor in PASAR holding up to 40 per cent of equity. A 
Japanese consortium composed of Marubeni Corp., Sumitomo Corp., and C. Itoh 
& Co. Ltd. hold 32 per cent while the International Financing Corp., the 
investment arm of the World Bank, holds another five per cent. 


The remaining 23 per cent of the equity is divided among eight mining conm- 
panies: Atlas Consolidated Mining and Development Corp., Philex Mining 
Corp., Marcopper Mining Corp., Marinduque Mining and Industrial Corp., 
Lepanto Consolidated Mining and Development Corp., CDCP Mining, Western 
Minolco and Black Mountain. 
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Western Minolco has “begged off" from the program because of financial 
troubles, and sources at the Ministry of Trade and Industry indicated that 
Western Minolco's equity share may be further absorbed by NDC. 


The first plant in Leyte, built at a cost of some $390 million, is now 
undergoing test runs and will be fully operational by the middle of this 
year, according to NDC sources. 


Copper producers have been instructed to “reserve” 30 per cent of their 
production as seed for this project, more popularly called PASAR I. Another 
30 per cent is supposed to have been set aside for PASAR II which is still 


in the planning stage. (DIG) 


The Philippines will complete major steps toward an integrated copper 
industry when the country's first smelter goes on stream this year and a cop- 
per fabrication plant is completed in 1984. 


Officials of the bureau of mines and geosciences say most of the country's 
production of copper concentrates, formerly refined abroad, will now be 


processed by the smelter at Isabel, southern Leyte. 


Cathodes will then be fed into the fabrication plant for processing into 
wire bars alloys, cast products and rolling mill items. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OIL EXPLORATION FAILURE REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Feb 83 p 24 


[Text] Disappointment continued to hound the local oil exploration scene 
last week as drilling in the Matinloc-4 well yielded negative results. 


Bureau of energy development (BED) director Wenceslao dela Paz confirmed that 
Cities Service struck a dry well in the Matinloc oilfield which has been 
producing an average of 12,000 barrels per day. 


The negative results came as a surprise to the industry since the well was 
supposed to be a production one which would enhance production of the oil- 


field. 


Dela Paz, however, said Cities Service's findings did not affect the proven 
reservoir of Matinloc since the well could have been struck at the edge of 


the oilfield. 


He recalled that the second well drilled in the Cadlao oilfield suffered a 
similar fate which was proven wrong later when Amoco Philippines spudded 

a third successful well in the area. Two producing wells in Cadlao yield 
an average rate of 7,000 barrels per day. 


The well drilled by Cities Service in the Matinloc area was the fourth one 
after three successive spuddings. The Houston-based firm was hoping to pro- 
duce more from the © lfield after three wells drilled in the Linapacan 

area failed to protuce the desired results. 


At the same time, Dela Paz said that all is set for the development of the 
South Galoc structure by the same firm which heads a local consortium 
composed of the Landoil group, Oriental Petroleum and Philodrill. 


Although no timetable has yet been set, he said, Cities Service is putting 
up an early production system to put Galoc into production. 


The systembeing placed in Galoc is considered a contingent plan since 
development of the oilfield is capital-intensive. Galoc is found in deep 
water areas and its development cost is placed at $947 million, assuming 
it can be developed through 50 production wells. 
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The discovery made in the sandstone areas of Galoc is the last bright note 
stumbled upon the local oil exploration industry. The find in late 1981 
was considered significant since previous discoveries were made in limes- 


tone formations. 


The Matinloc-3 production well was actually the last discovery made in the 
Philippines. Since its spudding late last year, oil exploration in the 
country made no further headway. 


Shell Exploration also discovered gas in the San Martin area but the find 
was also a disappointment since it cannot be developed commercially. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BROWNOUT CONTINGENCY PLAN OPERATIONAL 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Feb 83 p 24 


[Text] The Meralco-designed voluntary power reduction contingency program is 
now operational and ready for implementation should major power shortages 
recur this summer with the approval of over 80 per cent of the country's 
largest industry electricity users. 


This was announced by Trade and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin to 75 
industrial circuit leaders designated to monitor compliance to the brownout 
schedule, following a report made by the MTI-private sector, Meralco task 
force chaired by Raul T. Concepcion. The Feb. 24 meeting was attended by 
National Power corporation president Gabriel Itchon, Meralco president 
Mario D. Camacho, and director Wilhelm Ortaliz of the MTI. 


Signatories to the voluntary brownout plan are over 500 companies and 
factories with a minimum of 200-KW demand which belong to 75 predominantly 


industrial circuits. 


The 75 circuits are grouped into five groups, each with a designated volun- 
tary brownout day of eight hours in the week. 


Should National Power corporation's oil-fired generating plants experience 
major breakdowns this summer notwithstanding plant maintenance and the 
reliability of the old equipment cannot be predicted within acceptable 
probability limits, Meralco may call for the voluntary brownout schedule to 


go into effect. 


Power shortage could be further aggravated by the lack of water due to the 
short rainy season this year, constraining the generating capacity of the 
hydro-electric plants. 


Immediately, the participating industrial users will then turn off their 
power for eight hours a week on their assigned days, resulting in a cir- 
tailment of total 150 to 200 megawatts everyday the plan is in effect. 


For the rest of the week however, these companies and factories are spared 
from any brownouts as long as the NPC deficiency does not go beyond 250 


megawatts. 
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PHILIPPINES 


WEST GERMAN HELD; SUSPECTED CPP FOREIGN CONNECTIONS 
HK310037 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 30 Mar 83 


[Text] One of the two West German citizens arrested in Mindanao for 
allegedly helping raise funds for the rebel movement is being held on orders 
of the Philippine Government. The German was identified as Volker Schmidt, 
and his companion Dorothea Braenkmaer. Schmidt and three Filipinos were 
arrested last Thursday in Davao City during a military raid on a house 
allegedly used as a hideout by the outlawed Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines. Miss Braenkmaer was reportedly arrested when she visited the house 
next day. Military officials reported that the raiders had confiscated 
film and pictures Schmidt had taken of antigovernment mass actions and of 
economically depressed areas around Davao. He had allegedly sent them to 
various unidentified groups abroad to help raise funds for the Communist 
Party's propaganda activities. 
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PHILIPPINES 





CANOY WANTS PHILIPPINES DECLARED DISASTER AREA 
0W310459 Hong Kong AFP in English 0254 GMT 31 Mar 83 


[Text] Manila, 31 Mar (AFP)--An opposition national assembly member today 
renewed his call for the declaration of the major southern Philippine island 
of Mindanao as a disaster area reeling from drought, starvation and armed 


conflict. 


Assemblyman Reuben Canoy, who represents northern Mindanao, also asked 
President Ferdinand Marcos in a press statement to visit the island and see 
conditions for himself instead of relying on cold statistics and his minis- 


ter's reports. 


"Countless families eat only once or twice a day," Mr Canoy said. "Filipinos 
are killing each other in a war which they do not understand, and where 
government does not seem to exist." 


A half-year drought has destroyed an estimated 250 million pesos’ (about 25 
million dollars’) worth of corn alone in Mindanao even as government weather- 
men predict that the earliest rains would fall only in late April or in May. 


Meanwhile, increasingly frequent armed clashes between security forces and 
the Communist New People's Army (NPA) and Moslem separatists have so far 
claimed more than 200 lives in the rugged island this year, according to 
conservative estimates. 


"Such a place cannot be anything but a disaster area," he said. 


He criticized the "sudden change of mind" of Agriculture Minister Arturo 
Tanco Jr, who recently had asked President Marcos to declare Mindanao a dis- 
aster area but corrected himself upon being publicly censured by Mr Marcos 
for his "premature" conclusion. 


In view of the conflicting claims and perceptions of his cabinet members, the 
president should come to Mindanao, which he last visited five years ago, and 
personally see things for himself as did all presidents before him, Mr Canoy 
said. 
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PHILIPPINES 





VER SAID TO PLACE ARMED FORCES ON HIGH ALERT 
0W270538 Hong Kong AFP in English 0348 GMT 27 Mar 83 


[Text] Manila, 27 Mar (AFP)--The entire armed forces of the Philippines 
have been placed on high alert to forestall reported plans of the communist 
New People's Army (NPA) to celebrate its 14th anniversary Tuesday with 
widespread violence, military sources said today. 


Chief of Staff General Fabian Ver ordered the alert as he received intelli- 
gence reports of the communist rebel plans which may be implemented as early 
as tomorrow, they added. 


The NPA replaced the Hukbalahaps or Huks formerly led by Luis Taruc, now as 
assemb 1 yman. 


One of the main founders of the NPA, which in its earlier days leaned toward 
Maoist communism, was Bernabe Buscayno, the feared Commander Dante, who is 
now under detention and faces security related charges. 


The NPA, which used to operate mainly in rice-rich central Luzon, has moved 
to the often typhoon-ravaged Bicol area on the southeastern tip of Luzon, 
the very poor Samar provinces in central Philippines and the highland 
provinces in the Cordillera Mountains to the north. 


Its main strength, however, now lies in Mindanao Island in the far south 
where at least six battalions and 12 gunboats had been added to the Mindanao 
military forces in the current counter-insurgency drive following large-scale 
attacks by the NPA starting January. 


Mindanao is also wracked by an ll-year secessionist rebellion of the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF). 


A military report late yesterday said that five Muslim rebels were killed and 
many MNLF rebels believed wounded in a clash near Sultan Kuwarat town, 
Cotabato Province about 950 kms (594 miles) south of this capital city. 


The report said that after the clash an arms cache was discovered, consist- 


ing of high-powered assault rifles, ammunition, a light machine gun, pistols 
and a field radio set. 


CSO: 4200/492 


127 











PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS TO TAP PRIVATE SECTOR IN EXPORT DRIVE 
HK290003 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


fArticle by Willie Ng] 


[Excerpt] President Marcos has said he would tap the private sector to sup- 
port the diplomatic service in the government's export drive. 


The president told newsmen, before he boarded the RPS [Residential Yacht] 
Ang Pangulo Friday, that the foreign service corps should be infused with 
diplomats who know about business and economics. 


This view was supported by observations from Prime Minister Cesar Virata and 
Trade and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin on current diplomatic trends. 


They told the president that most of their callers from the diplomatic com- 
munity were ambassadors who pursue business initiatives for their governments. 


Virata said that the emphasis in foreign policy should shift from the politi- 
cal to the economic. 


Mr Marcos said that most of the members of the diplomatic service were pub- 
lic relations-oriented, "but even on this score, some are weak." 
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PHILIPPINES 


ROMULO REACTS TO SRV CHARGE ON TALKS REJECTION 
BK261255 Hong Kong AFP in English 1152 GMT 26 Mar 83 


[Text] Manila, 26 Mar (AFP)--Filipino Foreign Minister Carlos Romulo today 
brushed aside a Vietnamese charge that the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) had been "duped" by the United States and China into reject- 
ing proposed regional talks on the Cambodian issue. 


"We cannot be duped. When you are defending a righteous cause you cannot be 
duped," Mr Romulo said in a news conference on his return from Bangkok, where 
he led ASEAN foreign ministers in a two-day meeting with their European Eco- 
nomic Community (EEC) counterparts that ended yesterday. 


The veteran statesman was reacting to an article in the Vietnamese Communist 
Party newspaper NHAN DAN yesterday saying that "to allow oneself to be duped 
by Beijing and Washington is to walk into a dead end." 


ASEAN groups the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. 


Mr Romulo also disagreed with the newspaper's comment that ASEAN had made an 
"about-face" when it flatly ruled out the proposed security dialogue with 
Hanoi and Laos excluding the Heng Samrin regime in Phnom Penh. 


"ASEAN never decided. Three of our members were (only) made to admit that 
they were discussing the proposal. ASEAN is ruled by consensus," he said. 


The Vietnamese press yesterday reaffirmed that it was Malaysia, not Vietnam, 
that had recently aired the idea of regional security talks. 


Before the ASEAN members agreed on a unified stand in their Bangkok meeting, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia had expressed interest in exploratory 
talks with Hanoi but the Philippines and Thailand had dismissed the proposal. 


Mr Romulo repeated ASEAN's call for Hanoi to “join in international efforts 
to find a comprehensive political settlement" in Cambodia under the United 

Nations framework providing for the withdrawal of 150,000-180,000 Vietnamese 
troops and general elections for a new government in a non-aligned Cambodia. 


The minister cited the ASEAN-EEC's joint demand for the withdrawal of Russian 
troops from Afghanistan in addition to the Vietnamese pullout from Cambodia. 




















The two largest non-communist trading blocs had also asked Vietnam to recog- 
nize the coalition government led by Prince Norodom Sihanouk and cut off aid 
to Cambodia as long as Vietnamese troops remained in Cambodia. 


According to Mr Romulo, the only acceptable forum for discussions on the 
Cambodian issue is still the United Nations. 


"We do not want any separate arrangements," he said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


POLICE ALERTED FOR NPA ANNIVERSARY 
HK270020 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 26 Mar 83 


[Text] PC [Philippine Constabulary] Chief Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos today placed 
all PC and police forces in the country on alert status in connection with 
the forthcoming foundation anniversary of the New People’s Army [NPA] on 
Tuesday 29 March. During a multisectorial dialogue in Tandag, Surigao del 
Sur, Ramos said the NPA usually create trouble during their anniversary to 
show that they still exist. He said that what they usually do is raid mili- 
tary camps, convoys and even innocent civilians, especially those in isolated 
rural areas in the country. 


General Ramos, concurrently armed forces vice chief of staff and director- 
general of the integrated national police, also warned all other military 
forces in Mindanao to remain vigilant. He said the NPA military arm of the 
outlawed Communist Party of the Philippines will be 14 years old on Tuesday. 


Ramos arrived in Surigao del Sur on a mission from President Marcos to look 


into the problems, particularly on peace and order, in the two provinces of 
Surigao del Sur and Bukidnon. ° 
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ROMULO SPEECH AT ASEAN MEETING 
BK250505 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 25 Mar 83 pp 19, 22 


[Text] Overall market access in the world trading system, especially in 
agriculture, needs to be improved while trade promotion, elimination of dis- 
crimination and structural adjustments are necessary if an open multilateral 
trading system is to be maintained, Philippines Foreign Minister Carlos P. 


Romulo said. 


In a hard hitting statement during a closed door session of the fourth 
ASEAN-EC [European Community] ministerial meeting yesterday afternoon, General 
Romulo, who is the ASEAN leader in discussions with the European Community on 
economic affairs, stated that the world trading system has over the last 20 
years, become “increasingly enmeshed in a proliferation of discriminatory 


measures of protection." 


This, he said, has often been hurtful to developing countries, with their 
relative share in world exports slipping from 31 percent in 1950 to 28 percent 
by 1980. 


During the same period, the developed countries increased their share from 61 
percent to 63 percent. 


Gen Romulo stated too that where money and finance are concerned, the combina- 
tion of high interest rates, wildly fluctuating exchange rates and restrictive 
access to capital markets, have succeeded in financially strapping the 
developing countries, especially those with serious payments deficits and 
heavy debt burdens. 


Their monetary reserves need to be substantially increased at the same time 
that IMF conditionalities requires immediate changes. 


Developing countries, he stated, also need a major restructuring of their 
debt and could do with more official development assistance, both bilaterally 


and multilaterally. 


"We will go to UNCTAD VI (in Belgrade in June) in a spirit of moderation, not 
confrontation. We will be flexible and action-oriented," he stated. 
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Gen Romulo noted that both immediate and long term measures are necessary to 

stabilise and strengthen world commodity markets for “ASEAN concern over com- 
modities reflects the fact that their real prices declined in 1981 by 13 per- 
cent and by another 17 percent in 1982." 


He noted that ASEAN terms of trade with the EC have deteriorated over the last 
two years since two thirds of ASEAN exports to the EC are commodities whose 
prices have collapsed while ASEAN imports from the EC are finished and heavy 
manufactures whose prices tend to remain at high levels even during periods 

of reduced economic activity. 


He called on the EC to avoid measures which would exacerbate the situation 
further, especially in such commodities of export interest to ASEAN as 
tapioca, marine products, pineapples, sugar, tobacco, vegetable oil and oil 
seeds. 


"We urge our friends in the community to actively support an effective imple- 
mentation of the integrated programme on commodities for UNCTAD,” he said, 
asking the EC at the same time, to support the stabilisation of the world 
sugar market. 


Beyond the commodities issue, Gen Romulo called on the EC to withdraw the 1982 
circular requiring the use of French not only in transactions and offer for 
transactions, but also in the importation of all goods and services. 


This, he charged, has tended to arbitrarily raise the cost of trading. 


He called on the EC to "faithfully comply and honour its commitments under 
GATT” and to improve its generalised system of preferences for ASEAN. 


This, he said, means expanding further its product coverage, improving the 
margin of preferences for agricultural products; raising the tariff quota and 
ceilings for footwear, gloves, plywood, furniture of wood, rattan or bamboo, 
glazed sets, hearth and wall tiles; liberalising the rules of origin by 
granting full cumulation for ASEAN and extending it the donor country content 
rule. 


At the same time, he called for a special session of the UN General Assembly 
with subjects to be limited to commodity trade, monetary reform and energy 
because “immediate and effective solutions to the problems in these areas are 
crucial to the survival of the world economy.” 
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PHILIPPINES 


IMPROVED SECURITY FOR ARMY ENGINEERING UNITS 
HK250012 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 24 Mar 83 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fabian Ver yesterday placed all 
military engineering wnits in the field under the security supervision of the 
PC [Philippine Constabulary] regional command where such units are situated. 
The order was prompted by the bad experience of military engineering and 
construction personnel, who have been ambushed by the New People's Army while 
undertaking infrastructure projects. Between 8 and 10 March, army engineer- 
ing personnel including one engineering battalion commander have been killed 
and 21 others wounded in 3 ambuscades staged by the New People's Army in 
Buridnon, Samar and Misamis Oriental. In view of these incidents, Ver ordered 
that all engineering units be placed under the security supervision of the 
commander of the PRC regional command and [words indistinct] command, as the 
case may be. This means that the security force of the PC should be assigned 
to provide escorts during movement of engineering and construction personnel 
to and from the worksites. 
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PHILIPPINES 


ANTI-BASE SENTIMENTS EXAMINED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 24 Feb 83 p 4 
[Article by Danny M. Gonzales] 


{Text} American representatives in the Philippines may not know it, but 
there's a growing anti bases sentiment in the nation. And proof of this is 
the formation of the Anti-Bases Coalition. Composed of nationalists, its 
roster of members reads like Who's Who in the Philippines. 


The Prime Movers 


To name a few, we have former Senators Lorenzo M. Tanada, Jose W. Diokno, 
Tecla San Andres Ziga; former Justice J. B. L. Reyes; former U.P. Pres. 
Salvador P. Lopez; MANILA TIMES Publisher Joaquin "Chino" Roces; Civic 
Leader Tito Guingona; Nationalist Renato Constantino and a host of others. 
They are the prime movers. 


Declaration of Principles 


In a document signed by them and several others on Jan. 6, 1983, the 
Coalition spelled out its principles: "Every nation has the right to live. 
To live in liberty, with dignity and in peace. Free to create its unique 
identity, to decide its own present, and to mold its own future, without 
control or domination by any other nation, and subject to no iimitation 
save the equal right to live with other nations and the dicates of the 
common conscience of humankind." 


Gravely Imperilled 


It noted that the country is gravely imperilled, noting that “every day, the 
big nuclear powers intensify their mad race for military superiority and 
political domination. "It added: "The big powers ensnare less powerful 
nations in their webs of disaster, condeming them to become the first 
casualties in wars not of their choosing, by establishing military bases 
and facilities in them, especially by storing or deploying nuclear weapons 

in such bases." [as published] 
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No Survivors 


"In the last two world wars,” the Coalition noted, “the smaller, weaker 
nations were sacrificial victims. In the coming nuclear war no nation will 
survive." It continued: “We Filipinos want to survive as Filipinos. We 
yearn for peace, freedom and independence. In all our constitutions, we 
have renounced war and adhered to the law of nations. We aspire to be our 
own masters and no one's slaves. Yet the presence of US military bases 


on our land has impaired our sovereignty and independence and made the 
threat to our survival as a people starkly real and immediate." 


What It Wants 


What does the Coalition want? It demands "the immediate and unconditional 
removal of all US bases and military installations from the Philippines." 
It also denounces "the forthcoming review of the US-RP Military Bases 
Agreement as a process of deceit that, under the pretext of furthering 
regional ‘security’ and of securing additional ‘benefits’ for the 
Philippines, will serve only the interests of the United States government 
and of the Marcos regime and whatever authoritarian regime succeeds it, and 
continue to threaten world peace. We demand, instead, the immediate 
abrogation of the military bases agreement and of all agreements related 

to it.” 


The Reasons 


What are the reasons of the Coalition why it wants the bases scrapped? 
"The bases are actual storage sites of nuclear weapons, and are regularly 
visited by nuclear armed ships and other craft. They pose a grave risk of 
nuclear accidents and serve as magnets of nuclear attack or counter- 
attack." 


Impairs Sovereignty 


"The bases impair our national sovereignty and independence, deprive our 
people of the full use and control of our national patrimony, support US 
intervention in our internal affairs, serve as staging grounds and jumping- 
off places for gunboat diplomacy and intervention in the internal affairs 
of other states, and support the prevailing imperialist control of the 
international economic order." 


Supports Marcos Regime 


Another significant reason given by the Anti-Bases Coalition is that "the 
bases support the inequitable status quo, strengthen authoritarian rule 
typified by the Marcos regime, promote the militarization of our country, 
intensify the violation of our basic rights as individuals and as a people, 
and lead to the spread of prostitution and other social vices, and the 


degradation of our native values." 
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PHILIPPINES 


FUNDS FOR HOUSING PROGRAM 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Feb 83 pp 1, 9 
[Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text] The government's national shelter program got a big boost yesterday 
with Pll billion committed by 31 financial institutions to housing develop- 


ment and finance. 


Representatives of the finance and banking industry ~*~ * wir commitments 
to Human Settlements Minister Imelda R. Marcos during .~: iaunching of the 
ministry's Land Investment Trust (LIT) project. 


Earlier, the 31 government and private financial institutions committed 
P7.7 billion for the national shelter program. However, the Philippine 
National Bank and the Development Bank of the Phils. raised their commit- 
ments by P2 billion and P1.3 billion respectively. 


The First Lady, who is also chairman of the Home Financing Corp. (HFC) 
called on the financial sector to support LIT, an investment program intended 
to assure the availability of land for housing and funds for land develop- 


ment. 


The LIT aims to facilitate land acquisition and developmental financing for 
housing by encouraging landowners to place their properties in trust with 
the ministry. 


The ministry, as trustee to the property, will issue trust certificates or 
LITCs in favor of the landowners. The ministry will then raise the funds 
to finance the project by attracting investors into real estate development. 


Rosendo Bondoc and Alberto and Alberto Buenviaje, HFC president and senior 
vice president and LIT program director, respectively, said the types of 
land covered by the scheme are foreclosed assets of the DBP, PNB and GSIS. 


{fas published] 


It also covers land owned by individuals and corporations as well as those 
covered by the urban land reform and urban renewal programs. 
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In her speech, the First Lady appealed to the financial community to also 
help provide funding support to the ministry's livelihood of KKK projects. 


She said that the shelter program will never be successful if the income of 
existing homeowners and would be homeowners are not supplemented. 


The First Lady asked the financial community to look into the livelihood 
projects as a new investment opportunity in their lending programs. 


"The government can only do so much by itself," Mrs. Marcos said. "We 
need the continuing support of the private sector to accomplish the desired 


objectives of improving the economy.” 


CSO: 4200/401 


136 








PHILIPPINES 


MINDANAO ELECTRICITY RATE INCREASE LOOMS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 83 p 24 


[Article by Ray Enano] 


[Text] A new power rate increase of seven centavos per kilowatt-hour looms in 
Mindanao as the National Power Corporation (NPC) plans to reactivate an oil- 
fired plant in the region where a six-month drought threatens to disrupt elec- 


tric supply. 


Energy Minister Geronimo Z. Velasco bared this yesterday following a two-hour 
meeting by the NPC board on the drought problem. 


Velasco, who is also NPC chairman, said initial studies conducted by NPC point 
to a cost differential of seven centavos per kilowatt-hour once the oil-fired 


plant is utilized. 


The plant, inactive since the first oil crisis in 1973-74, is being tapped to 
augment Mindanao's hydro-electric generation system which is currently suffer- 
ing from the receding water level of the Lanao Lake, the principal source of 


water. 


Velasco said Mindanao's political leaders would be consulted Thursday on the 
planned measure. Industrial companies in the area will also be informed and 
consulted the following day on the effects of the measure. 


Assessing the effects of the drought on Mindanao's only source of power, 
Velasco said water elevation of the dam has gone down from 702 meters to 699 


meters. 


He said a further reduction in the water level by one meter will already 
create a “serious problem" to the island's hydro-electric system. 


Electric supply in Mindanao, according to him, is not the problem. 
But he said the reactivation of the old plant will essentially result to a 


problem since additional costs would be passed on to the consumers. Oil as a 
source of power is more expensive than hydro-based power plants. 
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"It's a choice of having no electric supply or having it at a higher cost," 
Velasco said. 


He continued that industrial firms in the area have recognized the higher cost 
of electricity from the oil-fired plant. 


He said reactivation of the plant is a preventive measure covering three to 
four months until the onset of the rainy season. 
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PHILIPPINES 


DROUGHT PERILS POWER PLANTS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 4 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


[Article by Casiano A. Navarro, Jr.] 


[Text] Cagayan de Oro City, March 3--Long and frequent brownouts will be 
suffered by 15 million residents in 18 of Mindanao's 22 provinces, excluding 
Camiguin island, as a result of the continuing drought, the National Power 


Corp. (NPC) announced here today. 


If rains to not fall within 46 days, the NPC will be forced to shut down its 
Agus II and Agus IV hydropower generating plants, which would result in 
total power service cut in the area. 


The water level on Lake Lanao--Mindanao's principal source of hydropower--is 
fast receding due to the drought. The last rainfall in Mindanao was in 


October, 1982. 


Engineer Manuel Jamoy, NPC regional manager, said the water level of Lake 
Lanao has gone down to 699.32 meters from its level of 702 meters four 


months ago. 


At a rate of two centimeters daily, the two plants may be shut down if rains 
do not fall within 46 days, Jamoy said. The NPC will do this rather than 


allow the plants to get destroyed by mud. 


The NPC sent out notices to all its consumers, including rural electric 
cooperatives, heavy industries, and asked them to cut their requirements by 
at least 17 per cent to avoid overloading the generator. 


The NPC diesel power plant in Hasaan, Misamis Oriental, has been providing 
part of the requirements of electric consumers connected to the Mindanao 
grid. The NPC has to lease the standby generator of the Aboitizes of Davao 
city should it decide to finally shut down Agus II and IV. 


Jamoy, however, expressed regret that electricity rates here in Mindanao 
will necessarily increase by at least seven centavos per kilowatt hour if 
only the diesel plant is operating. 
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The drought has forced the Malaybalay water district in Bukidnon to ration 
the liquid since the Sawaga river--their principal source of drinking water-- 


has almost dried up. 


The dry spell has damaged at least 50 per cent of the corn plantations in 
Northern Mindanao on 146,000 hectares. Only half of the irrigated fields 


were planted. 


As a result, Agriculture assistant regional director Amante Siatno predicted 
a decline in cereal production for the crop year that ends in June. 


In forestry, regional director Arcadio Calaban reported that apart from the 
over 1,000 hectares of public forest lands burned during the period July- 
December, 1982, another 1,000 hectares of government's reforestation project 
in northern Mindanao had been eaten up by an accidental fire. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS SAYS DROUGHT SITUATION IMPROVING 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Mar 83 pp l, 11 


[Text] President Marcos received reports yesterday that rains have started to 
fall over Mindanao and that food supplies and other basic commodities as well 


as prices are normal. 


Consequently, the Chief Executive advised all officials concerned against is- 
Suing exaggerated assessments of the situation to prevent generating any 
panic. 


The reports on Mindanao were relayed to Malacanang by governors, mayors, other 
local officials, as well as by Minister Jesus Tanchanco, administrator of the 
National Food Authority, who is on an inspection tour of the area. 


Director Juanito S. Lirios, officer in charge of PAGASA, reported that since 
March 5, the rain area over Eastern Visayas had moved southwards to Mindanao. 


Tanchanco, who is in Mindanao where he has been meeting with local officials, 
reported to the President that the supply and prices of food and other basic 
commodities are normal and that the commercial stock of rice and corn are 


sufficient. 


The reports reaching the President described as "premature, precipitate, and 
unwise" plans to proclaim Mindanao as a calamity area as proposed by Agricul- 
ture Minister Arturo Tanco. 


Residents in the four locust-infested areas in Mindanao are to be mobilized to 
help rid the areas of the pest. 


Jesus Sumangil, chief of the pest control division of the bureau of plant in- 
dustry, said under the “Locust Act," all residents from 16 to 60 years old are 


compelled to give free service towards controlling the pest. 


He said General Santos city is hardest hit by the pest because of its sandy 
soil which favors locust breeding. The other three affected areas are Sultan 


Kudarat, South Cotabato, and Maguindanao. 
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TANCO ASKS DROUGHT AREAS BE DECLARED DISASTER 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 ppl, 6 


[Article by Victor Agustin] 


{Text} AGRICULTURE MINISTER Arturo R. Tanco Jr. proposed yesterday that en- 
tire Mindanao be declared as a calamity area because of the drought that has 
hit 17 of its provinces. 


Tanco made the proposal during yesterday's Executive Committee meeting in 
Malacanang after arriving from Davao where he planned with local agriculture 
officials the emergency measures to combat the drought's effects. 


He said htat he will recommend the importation of 50,000 tons of corn to aug- 
ment local stocks. 


TANCO SAID that 195,000 tons of the expected corn harvest (worth about P253 
million) are lost because of the drought. 


There have been no rains in some areas for about six months now in spite of 
the four rain-making planes brought in by the Philippine Air Force, provin- 
cial agriculture officials told Tanco. 


Tanco, who was tightlipped on the drought situation for about two months, said 
that the food supply in the area is “under control." 


"We're lucky partly by accident and partly by design,” Tanco told the Express. 


He said that some 100,000 tons of yellow corn imported by the National Food 
Authority last year have been delayed and is scheduled to arrive only in May. 
"This will boost stocks to 320,000 tons, enough to feed us until July." 


(In 1981, the NFA imported 350,000 tons of yellow corn for use as animal feed. 
The country is self-sufficient in white corn which is the staple food of 20 


percent of the Filipinos.) 


Good harvests from the Cagayan Valley, Southern Tagalog, and the Liguasan 
marsh in Cotabato brought in an additional 71,000 tons, Tanco said. 
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TANCO UNVEILED an ambitious crash program, “Operation Bawi" which will have 
15,000 hectares in Mindanao simultaneously planted by mid-April, when the reg- 


ular rains come. 


Bawi areas hope to vield 50,000 tons by July, when the current NFA stocks run 
out, he said. 


The importation of 50,000 tons of corn is a “safety measure” in case Operation 
Bawi falls short of the target, said Domingo F. Panganiban, assistant secre- 


tary for crops. 


TANCO said he will also ask NFA, Administrator Jesus Tanchanco to flood 
Mindanao with rice and corn during the expected cereal-short months of April, 


May and June. 


With the declaration of Mindanao as calamity area, the government and the 
private sector can reschedule the loan payments of the affected farmers, 
insurance claims fast and sell seeds at half the market price, he said. 
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SAMAR CROPS DESTROYED IN DROUGHT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 4 Mar 83 p 5 


[Article by Owen Masaganda] 


[Text] Catbalogan, Western Samar, March 3--About #50 million worth of palay, 
coconuts, and rootcrops have been destroyed by a long drought here and in the 
neighboring provinces of Northern and Western Samar and part of Leyte 
province. 


Adjusters from the Philippine Crop Insurance Corp. arrived yesterday in 
Calbayog city to look over actual damage caused by the drought. Engineer 
Jose Mangroban, PCIC team leader, visited the 12 barangays in Calbayog 
city and found out that 133 hectares of ricefields were damaged. 


Claudio B. Bagulanta, program officer for Calbayog city of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, said the palay was already in the stage of flowering and 
milking. Barangays Rizal and Jamorawon were the hardest hit with the loss 


of palay placed at 94 per cent. 


In Western Samar, hard-hit municipalities are Calbiga, Hinabangan, Villareal, 
Wright, and Allens. In Leyte it is Barugo. The river where farmers draw 
water for irrigation had dried up since there has been no rain since 

October last year and most of the rice-fields rely on rainwater. 


According to the government agriculturist, coconut trees were heavily 
affected. The nuts were reduced in number and size. Young nuts started 
falling and the leaves of coconut trees turned yellowish. 


Farmers engaged in coconut and palay told the BULLETIN that they will ask 
the Philippine National Bank to restructure their loans under the Masagana 
99 while the coconut farmers will ask Cocofed Chairman Mrs. Clara Lobregat 
for aid in the form of loans to push through the coconut development program 


in their area. 
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AGRICULTURE MINISTRY INCREASES CORN IMPORT DUE TO DROUGHT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


{Article by Victor Agustin] 


{Text] THE Ministry of Agriculture insisted yesterday that the government has 
to import an additional 50,000 tons of yellow corn as a result of the Mindanao 
drought notwithstanding reports that the supply and price of the cereal in the 
affected areas is “normal.” 


"We stand by our findings and recommendations,” a ministry spokesman said. 
The MA estimates that the five-month-long drought has destroyed 195,000 tons 
of the expected corn harvest worth about P253-million. 


After his trip to Davao City where he conferred with local agriculture offi- 
cials, Agriculture Minister Arturo R. Tanco Jr. last Tuesday asked that Min- 


danao be proclaimed a calamity area. 


He also asked that the government import 50,000 tons of yellow corn, used as 
animal feed, to augment the estimated 12,000 tons of corn in the National Food 


Authority warehouses. 


NFA administrator Jesus Tanchanco dismissed as "exaggerated" reports on the 
Mindanao situation. 


Tanchanco reported to President Marcos that the stock of rice and corn in the 
17 provinces affected is sufficient, prompting the President to turn down 
Tanco's proposal to proclaim the island a calamity area. 


Tanco was not available for comment yesterday. He was reportedly resting at 
an undisclosed place after checking out of the Philippine Heart Center for 
Asia for his “routine” physical check-up. 


His spokesman said the proposed importation is “safety measure" in case the 
ministry's crash-planting program fails. 


The MA has launched Operation Bawi where 15,000 hectares in Mindanao will be 
planted by mid-April, when the rains usually come. 
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Some 50,000 tons are expected to be harvested in July. 
The Bawi harvest and the produce from Luzon and Visayas will have a combined 


output of 165,000 tons--40,000 tons short of the estimated crop damage. 
Hence, the request for additional corn importation, the spokesman said. 
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INCREASED COCONUT PRODUCTION FORESEEN 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Mar 83 p 10 

















[Text] PHILIPPINE coconut production was to reach over 16,900 million tons in 
the five-year period 1990-94 from the 1980-84 projected harvest of 12,150 mil- 
lion tons, a coconut industry expert said. 


The general manager for participating mills of the state-owned United Coconut 
Mills (UNICOM) Norberto Coronel also said his forecast for the interim five- 
year period 1985-89 is more than 13,200 million tons. 


The weather factor could wreak havoc on coconuts and an estimated five-year 
fruiting cycle could combine to lead to varying annual growth averages, he 
said in an article of the industry journal Coconuts Today. 


He said that over these five-year periods, overall growth is forseen based on 
the interrelationships among the number of trees planted, the hectarage and 
use of hybrid trees. 


CORONEL added, the Philippine experience showed the number of trees planted 
grew over 30 years by an annual average of over 19 percent and those that were 
already fruit-bearing average 17.7 percent annual rise. 


Hectarage for the same period increased at a rate of 19.4 percent a year. 
Based on the past performance and the on-going program of further increasing 
hectarage, number of trees planted and use of hybrid coconuts, Coronel said 


that “although my calculations can not be taken with finality, the continued 
growth of the industry is assured.” 
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BOARD OF INVESTMENTS ALLOWS FIBER IMPORTS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by Rosario Liquicia] 


[Text] THE BOARD of Investments (BOI) has allowed local textile millers to 
import polyester fiber to fill the expected shortage this year in the local 
production. 


This ends--at least for the moment--the quarrel becween the textile milling 

sector and Filipinas Synthetic Fiber Corp. (Filsyn) over the issue of poly- 

ester fiber importation. Filsyn, the sole local producer of the product, is 
opposed to any importation. 


In a meeting yesterday of textile millers and representatives from Filsyn, 
Trade and Industry Minister and BOI Chairman Roberto V. Ongpin announced that 
millers will be allowed to import polyester fiber because of the projected 
local supply shortfall this year. 


Ongpin said the local textile industry which claims to be "on the road to 
recovery" projects that its demand for polyester fiber will reach 26,000 


metric tons this year. 


Filsyn's capacity is only 20,000 to 22,600 metric tons, which textile millers 
claimed is “clearly insufficient" to meet demand. 


The volume of polyester fiber that will be imported will still have to be 
determined, Ongpin said and added that the "BOI is expected to take up the 
matter in its regular board meeting today." 


TEXTILE millers have been pressing the BOI for authority to import polyester 
fiber to take advantage of the “rock-bottom” prices of the product in the 
world market. 


Prices of polyester fiber in the world market have been falling, but Filsyn 
has not only refused to reduce its price. 


Textile firms said it even increased its price by Pl per kilo from P18.70 to 
P19.70. Next month, it will add on another P1.50 to its price. 
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The landed cost of imported polyester fiber, on the other hand, is about P12/ 
kilo. 


All importations of polyester fiber, will, however, be subject to pricing by 
the BOI approval. This is to monitor the entry of these imports, Ongpin said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PUMP MILL EYES EXPANSION, EXPORTS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 9 Mar 83 p 8 


[Article by Rosario Liquicia] 


[Text] MENZI Development Corp. (Mendeco), which operates a pulp and paper 
mill in Talakag, Bukidnon, is carrying-out P180-million modernization and 
expansion of its plant. 


The company is eyeing the ASEAN countries and Europe as potential markets for 
its additional products. Its modernization/expansion plan was recently ap- 
proved by the Board of Investments (BOI). 


The modernization project involves the modification of the company's existing 
pulp and paper mill, including the acquisition of a complete cylinder mould 
machine to manufacture bank note papers. 


The company will also install a screen conveyor for the digester and the up- 
grading of its pulping operations. 


The paper firm produces abaca pulp, bank notes, security paper and coated 
paper. 


With its expansion, it hopes to be able to serve the requirements of other 
ASEAN members--Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Thailand. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINISTER SAYS NO CEMENT PRICE HIKE 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Mar 83 p 12 


[Text] There will be no increase in the price of cement. Trade and Industry 
Minister Roberto V. Ongpin announced yesterday. 


Minister Ongpin, Philippine Cement Industry Authority (PCIA) chairman, said 
the cement agency will only consider a cement price increase in the even of 
another domestic oil price increase. 


He immediately added that such an oil price increase is unlikely because of 
the price cuts being implemented by oil-exporting countries that will offset 
the cost increase due to the appreciation of dollar against the peso. 


Ongpin said the termination of the #3.36 collected by the Development Bank of 
the Philippines per bag from the cement companies as fund for the industry's 
rehabilitation should be enough to compense for any increase in production 
costs. 


He stressed that the #3.36 was built into the existing cement price. 


Minister Ongpin also mentioned that substantial savings from coal conversion 
of the cement plant should also be enough to give cement companies enough 
profit without a price increase. 


The PCA chairman made the announcement, dousing overtures of cement companies 
for a price increase as a way to prevent artificial shortage of cement during 


the summer months. 


Ongpin noted that some unscrupulous elements of the industry may be hoarding 
in speculation of a price increase and this may contribute to an artificial 


cement shortage. 


He asked cement industry leaders in a meeting yesterday morning for a concer- 
ted effort to prevent any cement shortage. 
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PHILIPPINES 


POWER AGENCY TO BORROW $100 MILLION FOR NUCLEAR PLANT 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Mar 83 p 15 





{Text} The Central Bank has approved the initial request of the National 
Power Corporation (NPC) for a goreign borrowing of $100 million this year to 
finance completion of the $2.1 billion-nuclear power project in Bataan. 


NPC vice president for finance Federico Puno confirmed this as the government 
started its loan negotiations with the American Express Bank. 


Puno said the bank, which is heading a syndicate, has approved in principle 
NPC's loan request before the Central Bank approval. He said negotiations 
with the American Express Bank over financing terms were still being 
finalized. 


Half of the amount being negotiated, according to Puno, will be guaranteed by 
the Philippine government while the other half will be guaranteed by the US 


Export-Import Bank. 


The $100 million borrowing is actually part of NPC's early request with the 
Central Bank to approve the remaining financing needed by the nuclear power 


plant. 


The project still requires funding of $400 million to meet its projected 
start-up operation by January 1985. The Philippine government is guaranteeing 
$200 million of the amount while the US Exim Bank guaranteed the other half 
during the visit of President Marcos last year to the United States. 
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RELAXATION ON BANANA IMPORT CURBS ASKED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 4 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] The government will appeal to three banana importing countries to 
relax their import restrictions on Philippine bananas. 


The Ministry of Trade and Industry will ask Japan, Australia and Korea to 
relax their tariff and non-tariff restrictions on bananas to help boost the 
local industry which is currently suffering from low demand. 


Trade and industry Minister Roberto V. Ongpin said the government--through 
diplomatic channels--will appeal to Japan to lower import duties on local 
bananas so they can compete with other tropical fruits in that market. 


It will ask Australia to lift the ban on local banana exports, and Korea to 
connect its overseas producers. 


Local banana exports to Japan are slapped a 40 percent duty during the peak 
season for fruits and 25 percent during the off-season. Other imported 
tropical fruits are imposed duties that are 10 percent lower than those 


slapped on local banana exports. 
Last year, banana exports earned $120 million. 


This has resulted in a low demand for bananas in the Japanese market which 
is the country’s biggest market for the fruit. 


Of the total local production capacity of 80-85 million boxes, the Japanese 
buy some 50 million boxes annually, Middle East countries consume about 14 
million boxes, leaving substantial quantities unexported. 


Ongpin explained that once bananas exports are allowed into the Australian 
market, the Philippines may be able to correct its $100 million trade 


deficit with that country. 


Locally-grown bananas are banned from Australia because of the alleged 
presence of disease. 
Ongpin argued that if Japan, which is known to have the most stringent 


quality controls, allows the entry of local bananas into its market, why 
should Australia discriminate against these export products, 














PHILIPPINES 


TERRORISTS OPEN UP NEW FRONTS 





Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 3 Mar 83 pp l, 6 


[Article by Mel Parale] 


[Text] The underground movement has set up 14 new fronts throughout the 
country, the military said yesterday. 


Authorities declassified documents showing that seven or half of the new 
fronts serving as central command posts are in Mindanao. 


The fronts, each of which operates under a revolutionary committee, have 
put up underground papers in local dialects dramatizing rebel attacks 
against government troops. 


One of the papers seized in an operation in Mindanao carried the title 
/Insurrectos,/ {in italics] written in Cebuano. It is mimeographed and 
carries illustrations calling the government “oppressor of the people.” 


Two rebel recruits captured in ar operation in Davao del Norte admitted that 
they used to secretly distribute copies of /Insurrectos/ [in italics] in 
remote towns and barangays in the province. 


Brig. Gen. Felix Brauner, head of the military unified command based in 
Davao del Norte, reported that the new Mindanao rebel fronts are in the 
Davao provinces, Mismis Oriental, Surigao del Sur, and the two Agusan 


provinces. 


Col. Julius Javier, commander of an army infantry battalion based in Maco, 
Davao del Norte, .said the new rebel front stages a "minor offensive" 
against government troops before launching a major attack. 


Javier was awarded the Medal of Valor by Maj. Gen. Josephus 0. Ramas, army 
chief, for repulsing a 40-man rebel band. Seven rebels were killed in 
that encounter last Feb. 8. It was in that encounter that the troopers 
under Javier seized vital rebel documents and two communist flags. 


Ramas also promoted by one rank the 20 soldiers who saw actions in the 
encounter, which he said lasted three hours. 
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RP TO HELP UAE PRODUCE FOOD 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text] Philippine expertise in food production will be exported to the oil- 
rich United Arab Emirates, Agriculture Minister Arturo R. Tanco, Jr. said 


yesterday. 


An agreement for the Philippines to assist UAE in the growing of citrus and 
mango trees, mariculture (fisheries) research, and the establishment of 
commercial fish farms was signed at the first meeting of the RP-UAE agri- 
cultural joint committee over the weekend. 


UAE Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Saeed Mohammed Al Ragabani, who 
attended the recent Asia-Pacific ministerial conference on food strategies, 
led the UAE panel while Tanco headed the Philippine group. 


The two ministers signed a protocol] on agricultural cooperation in Abu- 
Dhabi in April, 1981, during an official visit to Tanco to UAE. 


The UAE agriculture minister identified the east coast and central region of 
his country as possible areas for fruit tree farming. 


He said his ministry will communicate with the Philippines as soon as more 
concrete plans for the development of fruit tree farms are laid out and a 
specific type of Philippine assistance is identified. 


Tanco said the bureau of plant industry could design and implement a train- 
ing program on fruit-tree breeding and farming for UAE technicians. 


The UAE delegation flew to the Agriculture Ministry's Guimaras Research 
Station yesterday. 


Several delegation members earlier visited the Central Luzon State univer- 
sity (CLSU) in Nueva Ecija and the South East Asia Fisheries Development 


Center (Seafdec) in Iloilo. 


The Philippines has offered to send to the UAE two experts on marine 
research. 
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RICE SALES TO INDONESIA 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Feb 83 p 4 


[Article by A. S. Roque] 


[Text] Cabanatuan City--The Central Luzon regional office of the National 
Food Authority (NFA) in Region III is about to complete its exportation of 
5,000 metric tons of rice to Indonesia. 


Regional Director Nestor Zamora said around 80 per cent of the quota of 
Region III has been shipped out. He said the last shipment is scheduled to 
be made in March. 


Zamora said the government received an impertation offer of 10,000 metric 
tons of rice (about 200,000 cavans) from Indonesia this year. Of this 
volume, the NFA has asked Region III to fill up half of the required number 
to be sent to Indonesia and the other half to be met by Regions I and II. 


The bulk of the rice export to Indonesia comes from Nueva Ecija which has 
registered an all-time high production yield these past two cropping seasons. 
The average yield per hectare in Nueva Ecija had jump from 80 to 85 cavans. 
[as published] 


Zamora said Region III has also been assigned to export rice to Australia 
and USA. The quantity to be exported to these two countries, though, is 
very much smaller. 


He said he expects the NFA will get more orders for rice from other coun- 
tries. 


He said Region III has a rice stock of more than 5-million cavans of rice. 
The Nueva Ecija warehouses alone havea stock of more than 2.8-million 
cavans. In about one month from now, some farmers will start harvesting 
their rice crop. 


The milling of palay is going on in full blast with the assistance of pri- 
vate ricemills which have been accredited by the NFA. 
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BRIEFS 


UNIDO REPORTS ARREST--The United Nationalist Democratic Organization's council 
of leaders said yesterday that former Constitutional Convention delegate Domi- 
nador Carillo had been arrested for allegedly boycotting the 1981 presidential 
election. UNIDO's policy and decision-making body advised former delegates 
Antonio Olmedo and Jesus Matas to represent Carillo at the Padada Kiblawan 
circuit court in Davao del Sur which issued the warrant for Carillo's arrest. 
Carillo, who is chairman of UNIDO and the Nacionalista Party in Davao del Sur, 
ran for vice-governor under the ticket of the National Union for Liberation 
(NUL) which also fielded gubernatorial candidate Dominador Bendigo in the 1980 
local elections in Davao del Sur. NUL is under the UNIDO umbrella. [Manila 


BULLETIN TODAY in English 8 Mar 83 p 6] 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS The imbassy of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic in Manila announced that the Czechoslovak government offers to the 
Philippine citizens, in frame of the Executive Program of Cultural and Educa- 
tional Cooperation between Czechoslovakia and the Philippines two 1983 schol- 
arships for postgraduate studies in Czechoslovak universities in the following 
sciences: agriculture, technical sciences, medicine, pharmacology, veterin- 
ary, economy, fine arts, biology and chemistry. In 1982, two Czechoslovak 
scholarships were given: one to a University of the East's graduate for mas- 
ter's degree studies in Fine Arts, another to a University of the Philippines’ 
graduate for master’s degree studies in Veterinary Medicine. The Philippine 
graduates seeking to obtain the scientific degree in Czechoslovak universities 
in one of the mentioned sciences are requested to contact the Philippine Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs or call the Czechosolovak Embassy on tel. 770011/2. 
The applications are to be transmitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs be- 
fore March 31 for processing. [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Mar 83 p 17] 


WORLD BANK FUNDED PROJECT DELAYED--The World Bank has extended implementation 
of the $70 million national extension project for another two years due to de- 
lays in government's withdrawal of the bank's loan intended to finance the 
project. Francisco Rentutar, director of agricultural extension, said. Ren- 
tutar said that under the program, the World Bank will finance 50 per cent of 
the total project cost or $35 million from 1982 to 1983 at 7-3/4 per cent 
annual interest rate payable in 20 years, with five years grace period. The 
World Bank-financed project covers the acquisition of equipment and vehicles 
for the BAEX extension workers. Its other components include the training of 
extension workers, setting up rural extension centers, and the acquisition of 
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communication facilities which will serve as a linkage between the regional 
and provincial offices with the main office of the Ministry of Agriculture. 


[Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 10 Mar 83 p 9] 


COMMERCIAL BANK PROFITS UP 19 PERCENT--Gross operating income of the commer- 
cial banking system improved by 18.6 per cent last year to #24.4 billion conm- 
pared to #20.5 billion the previous year, the Central Bank reported yesterday. 
Operating expenses, however, rose 19.9 per cent and represented 93.3 per cent 
of gross earnings of the commercial banks. Thus, net operating income of the 
system amounted to P1.6 billion in 1982. The ratios of net income to average 
assets and average net worth for private domestic banks are 1.0 per cent and 
10.9 per cent, respectively. Total assets of the commercial banking system 
amounted to #197.4 billion in January, 1983, dipping by #1.4 billion or 0.7 
per cent from end-December 1982 level. Compared to the level a year ago, 
total assets reflected an increment of 830.7 billion or 18.4 per cent. The 
net effect of the reduction in assets registered in the level of liquid 
assets. Cash and due from banks dipped by ®4.5 billion or 12.0 per cent. All 
component groups--PNB, private domestic banks and branches of foreign banks-- 
experienced the drop. The reduction in assets was influenced by the decline 
of the principal sources of funds, i.e., deposits and bills payable. Deposits 
dropped by ®532 million. [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 10 Mar 83 p 10] 


GOVERNOR APPEALS FOR DROUGHT RELIEF AID--Gov. Francisco Rabat has wired me 
from Mati, Davao Oriental, to picture the desolation and hunger brought about 
by the prolonged drought that has devastated six towns--Mati, Tarragona, Gov- 
ernor Generoso, Lupon, San Isidro and Banay-banay. He said that rivers have 
dried up and even artesian wells no longer give water. Unless immediate as- 
sistance is sent by the national government, the people will starve and the 
NPA will become formidable. Self-reliance, he said, won't help them--peace 
and order is worsening by the day. The victims of drought are no less deserv- 
ing of help than victims of floods or fires whom we normally help. [Teodoro F. 
Valencia] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Mar 83 p 4] 


OVER P336 MILLION ON METRO MANILA PROJECTS--The four cities and 13 towns, in 
Metro Manila spent P336.37 million last year for various infrastructure pro- 
jects, the Metro Manila Commission said yesterday. The assessment report was 
submitted to Metro Gov. Imelda R. Marcos by the MMC Action Center for Infra- 
structure Development (ACID). The action center said that 35.4 percent of the 
amount, or P118,980,653, were spent on food, water and other basic services. 
Projects under the education and culture category placed second with P85.3 
million, or 25.4 percent of the amount. ACID chief Castor Surla said the 
total amount was used on 695 projects. Two hundred nine of these are still in 
various stages of completion. THE town of Makati completed the most number of 
projects, like construction and repair of school buildings, sports complex and 
health centers, costing P70 million. [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in 
English 12 Mar 83 p 3} 


DROUGHT CLOSES MINDANAO IRRIGATION SYSTEMS--In an alarming development, 45 
irrigation systems including 3 big ones closed down in Mindanao because of 
the prolonged drought in the region. The closure of the irrigation systems 
affected more than 10,000 hectares of rice lands. The affected big irriga- 
tion systems are those in Saug in Asuncion town, the Patoto River irrigation 
in New Bataan, and the Nasang irrigation in Carmen, Davao del Norte. [Text] 
{HK310031 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 30 Mar 83) 
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CAPTURED NPA LEADER REVEALS PLAN--A captured Amazon commander of the New 
People's Army [NPA] today disclosed to military authorities a plan of NPA 
cadres to disguise as applicants for drafting or training in the armed for- 
ces, to get the necessary combat experience. Captured in Bukidnon, the NPA 
commander [words indistinct] told military investigators that the NPA's 
intent to disguise as applicants in the armed forces of the Philippines is 
to get access to military sensitive documents and to sneak out needed arms 
and ammunition for the dissidents. The Amazan commander also revealed that 
the NPA were discussing plans on how to set ablaze several towns in Bukidnon 
when the troopers arrived. The latter gave the commander and men a chance 
to surrender peacefully, but they fired upon the troopers, resulting in the 
exchange of gunpowder. Taken from the captured Amazon were voluminous sub- 
versive documents, two .45 pistols, hand grenades and assorted medicines. 
[Text] [HK310428 Manila Domestic Service in English 0400 GMT 31 Mar 83] 


U.S. STATEMENT ON NUCLEAR ARMS--The United States confirmed yesterday the 
statement by President Marcos that no nuclear arms can be installed in U.S. 
bases in the Philippines without prior consultations. The statement, issued 
through the U.S. Embassy in Manila, confirmed the continuing validity of the 
provisions of the Philippine-U.S. bases agreement on nuclear arms. The 
embassy statement, issued by spokesman (Jan Foster), also branded as entirely 
unfounded the claim by former senator and oppositionist Lorenzo Tanada that 
nuclear arms have been stockpiled in U.S. bases in the country in violation 
of the bases treaty. According to (Foster), the U.S. Government's obligation 
to the Philippine government and the terms of the treaty remain in force. 
‘Text! [HK260026 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 

25 Mar 83! 


MINDANAO STARVATION FEAR DISMISSED--The government dismissed yesterday as 
vsroundless and ridiculous fears of starvation arising out of the drought in 
Mindanao. Minister Arturo Tanco Jr of agriculture and Jesus Tanchanco of the 
national food authority said in a joint statement that not only do we have the 
largest exportable rice surplus in all history, amounting to 420,000 tons, but 
we have more than enough imported corn to last us well beyond our next main 
corn harvest. The two officials said that the fear expressed by opposition 
issemblyman Reuben Canoy had no basis whatsoever. The two officials explained 
that the total rice stock in the country amounted to a huge 1.7 million tons, 
of which 420,000 tons consisted of an exportable surplus over and above a 
90-day inventory for the whole country. They also announced that the 248,000 
tons of corn already ordered for this crop year were supplemented by a late 
delivery of 100,000 tons ordered last year. [Text] [HK280023 Manila Far East 
Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 27 Mar 83] 


DAVAL TOWNS RETURN TO NORMAL--The situation in Maco and Mabini towns in Davao 
lel Norte is returning to normalcy. This developed in the wake of a counter- 
insurgency thrust in Mindano which came after a series of daring attacks by 
NPA [New People's Army], some of which took place in Maco. Families who came 
down from the mountains to avoid getting caught in the crossfire, however, are 
still in the town's evacuee center. They are being attended to by government 
agencies and the Philippine National Red Cross. Over in Mabini town, the 5th 
marine battalion went on alert against any terrorist attack, according to 
commanding officer Maj Jose Cordero. [Begin Cordero recording] We are quite 
prepared for that. We, in fact, have been looking for them for quite some time. 
And it's quite a regret that we did not have any encounter yet. However, on 
the other hand, our motto is: We need not fire a single shot to win the 
hearts and minds of the people. [end recording] [Excerpts] [0W281409 

Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 28 Mar 83] 
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THAILAND 


PRAMAN PRESS CONFERENCE ADDRESS ON ELECTION 


BKO30352 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 3 Apr 83 p 2 


[Excerpt] Leader of the Chat Thai Party Maj-Gen Praman Adireksan yesterday 
said that there would be riots if elections are not held. He also said he 
would be ready to join such a protest. 


However, Maj-Gen Praman added that he believed the 18 April elections would 
take place. 


He also said that “we will all have to wait and see" whether a newly-elected 
government could complete a full four-year term without any “interference.” 


The Chat Thai leader was addressing a press conference held yesterday morning 
at the Wiangtai Hotel where he also introduced the party's 17 candidates who 
will run in Bangkok's 12 constituencies. 


The party has 194 candidates for the elections and, according to Maj-Gen Praman, 
all of them were sure of winning. Maj-Gen Praman is candidate number 1 in 
Saraburi Province, which is about 100 kilometres northeast of Bangkok. 


He said only small-scale campaigns would be held in Bangkok which will high- 
light the party's policies. No major campaign or rally was planned because of 
the limited time left, he added. 


The party's policies include promoting national unity, greater public security, 
promoting industries, dealing with unemployment and ending what he called "a 
system of double tax collection." 


Maj-Gen Praman also said his party would be willing to join a coalition if 

no one party wins an absolute majority in the polls. But he said its coalition 
partners must believe in and be willing to uphold the principles of democracy. 
He did not elaborate. 


On whether Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon would be invited to lead a new gov- 
ernment, Maj-Gen Praman said this depended on the next parliament. However, 
he stressed that the prime minister must be an elected member of parliament. 


CSO: 4200/500 
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TAATLAND 


EDITORIAL VIEWS CONFUSION AMONG ELECTORATE 


BX041420 Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 1 Apr 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "News Gallery Program and Long-Term Misunderstanding”] 


[Text] Contradiction exists within the present administration and the growing 
confusion can create a long-term misunderstanding. 


First, there is a group of military officers advocating Policy 66/2523 whose 
image is that of a group of progressive soldiers with a strong desire for 
democracy. They are against the monopoly groups. They fight for greater 
rights and freedom for the people. This group pushes for the constitutional 
amendment. There is another group--those who came to power after the 6 Octo- 
ber 1976 incident. They are considered by many as a conservative group 
seeking to curtail the rights and liberties of the people. They proposed to 
be in power for 12 years before handing democracy over to the people. The 
two groups have made a concerted move in pushing for the constitutional amend- 
ment and strongly opposed the opponents of the amendment. The two groups 
joined to push for the constitutional amendment despite the fact that the 
images of the two are completely different. 


Second, while some of the group of military officers advocating Policy 66/2523 
adopt a soft and understanding attitude toward the opposition political parties 
and try to make others better understand their "democratic path," the latter 
group, through the military radio, let all know their rather aggressive atti- 
tude against some political parties and politicians as well as academicians 
who are members of the mass organizations protesting the constitutional amend- 


ment. 


After the dissolution of the parliament, the latter group, which has a radio 
talk program called "News Gallery," continued airing their program to influ- 
ence the people's thinking and offended political parties which were against 
the move to amend the constitution. The authorities do not seem to have the 


power to stop the progran. 


The image of the political clique which came to power after the 6 October 1976 
incident is completely contrary to people's image of democracy. Yet, the clique 
has joined with the group of certain army officers who advocate their spirit of 


democracy. 
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This is what puzzled the people, and this will cause the people to become more 
and more confused about the meaning of “democracy” according to Policy 66/2523. 
Moreover, the people are also puzzled because the mass media belonging to the 
government is being used to sabotage certain political parties and discredit 
them in the eyes of the people. Where is the sincerity towards democracy and 
the elections? It is true that Policy 66/2523 is the factor which has 
brought victories to the army's task of achieving economic and democratic 
development for the country. Order 66/2523 looks elegant. Yet, it has 
created some embarrassment and many people doubt its “sincerity.” 


By “sincerity,” it means why, in order to achieve full power, advocates of 
Policy 66/2523 have to ally themselves with a certain undemocratic faction. 


By “sincerity,” it means why, in order to achieve democracy, must one resort 
to cunning tricks or manipulation, and why must one mobilize supporters and 
labor leaders who are employed by the Internal Security Operation Command 
[ISOC] to talk in favor of oneself and to attack other political groups. 


We will not determine whether the government is sincere or not and to what 
extent the implementation of Policy 66/2523 will achieve results. But, in 
order to prevent misunderstanding in the long run, those in power must try to 
clarify this confusion. The role of the government's apparatus should be 
“informative” and not “destructive.” It still cannot be determined whether 
the political parties or the military is correct. Yet, through lack of sin- 
cerity, those advocating that they are promoting democracy may cause misunder- 
standing, create a lack of confidence and discredit themselves in the long 
run. 
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PRASERT ADMITS PLAYING A POLITICAL ROLE 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Mar 83 p 2 


\Arcicle by Thirapongse Bandharangshi and Tara Chin] 
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THA LLAND 


DOUBTS REMAIN OVER SURPRISE TRANSFER 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 19 Mar 83 p 14 
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the Surat Thani provincial commit- 
tee of the Communist Party of 
Thailen! (CPT). He said the most 


significant quality in Col Yueg- 
yong is his understanding for the 


“He is a democrat who does not 
make an enemy out of peaple whe 
have a different eokgy.” he 
added. “He simply respects our 
thinking.” 

It was less than two years that 
Col Yuenyong has beer in the two 
—12 posts when an order for 

transfer came. He is to be 
a to the post of chief 144 
at the headquarters of the Fourth 
Combat Supporting Unit. The æ 
offers him go active role. He w 
onty an administrator. 

The transfer order came as a sur- 
prise — even to Lt Gen Harn. 

“His transfer will greatly affect 
our work in implementing Tai 
Romyen Policy in the South he 
cause he a ~ / capable man,” 

Gen Harn said of Col on. 

The army commander gave 
much credit to Col Yuenyong for 


bs s)ortant role in bringine-bsek 
peasy aid order to areas wv Cheng 


Char= and Nua Klong which were 
onc: under the influence of the 
communust guerrillas. 

Up till now there has been no 
official explanation for the transfer 
of Col Yuenyong which took place 
several) months before the annual 
military reshuffle in October. 


“As far as we know, his tranger 
might have to do with some in- 
fluential groups of people in Surat 
Thani,” one local army officer said. 


The same officer said it was also 
posmbie that some people who had 


some personal dislike for Col Yuen- 


yong might have collaborated with 
h igh4anking authorities in Bangkok 
to have him moved out of the area. 


“It's a pity that did not 
cross check the information before 


GiUU / 695 


making such an order. Even Lt Gen 
Harn was not consulted before the 
order was out,” he said. 


He said Surat Thani was well- 
known for its sources of interests 
for many people and that could be 
the reason to ex why Col 
Yuenyong was no longer 
— there. * 

move to oppose his transfer 
still continues in the South. 
Thousands vf people, including 

many communist defectors, have 
— the petition. The communist 
defectors — to feel somewhat 
yy to see such an army 
0 like Col Yuenyong ordered 
out of the area despite his strong 
advocacy to his job. 

“It is just like a punishment ‘for 
him, considering the new post he is 
to assume,” he said. 

4s informed source in Surat 
men quoted the defectors as 
questica the motive of the transfer. 

If a man who has truly been pur- 
suing the policy No. 66/2523 has 
to meet sucn a fate, then what he 
has done fa ne 


—, 

ci ae has been close to 
Col ¥ —2 knows that he was 
instrumental in solving the long- 
standing problem of Khao Soon in 
Nakhon Si: Thammarat. He success- 
fully fought against all types of in- 
fluence to ciear the mineral-rich hill 
of the illegal miners. 

“I decided to leave the hill just 
because of the faith I have on this 
colonel,” said a 50-year-old woman 
who was among hundreds of illegal 
miners who willingly left the hill 
~ | following several rounds of 


But the surprise transfer order 
raised doubts to Col Yuenyong’s 
performance in the eyes of 
tanking authorities. 
“We just don’t know what is 


—1 in the army,” noted an- 
other army officer 

















ARMY COMMANDER ATTACKS POLITICS OF BANGKOK OFFICERS 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 22 Mar 83 p o 


Text} 


IN his harshest 
citicsm 0 far, 
apparently directed at 
army leaders jn Bang- 
kok, Commander of 
the Fourth Army Re- 
gon Lt Gen Harn Lee- 
nanond has accused 
some of them of abus 
ing the ant<ommu- 
nist policy No. 66/ 
2523 to serve the 
own ends. 

He said m an 
article in the latest 
ssue of the weekly 
magazine “Chat Atip- 
pata” (National So- 
vereignty ), which 
carried hus name, that 
certain officers were 
trying to retain “dic 
tatorial power” by ini- 
Gating the constitu 
tional amendment 
aimed at extending 
the power of the 
Senate, and enabling 
ere offictals 

hold politacal posts. 

Li Gen Ham, who 
has consistently critl- 
cized Ure amendment, 
said only a handful of 
peopic would have 
benefited from it. 

Extreme  rightists 
and the ruling class, 
he said, were the big- 
pest obstacles to the 
growth of democracy 
in this country. 

‘They always 


claim that people are 
not ready yet for full 
democracy. These 
people are simply dic- 
tating our thinking. 
They look down on 
the le,” he said. 

the move to 
amend the Constitu- 
tion only showed that 
there was no limit to 
their greed for power, 
he said 

The outspoken 
comumander said go- 
vernment officials 
normally possess more 
authority than ordina- 
ry people. “They 
would have excessive 

owers i! were 
Goued to hol Poli- 
tical posts too,” he 
said. 

He hailed policy 
No. 66/2523 as a tool 
to get rid of dictator- 
shup 

“But the policy has 
been abused by dicta 
tors,” he said, referr- 
ing to amy leaders 
who claimed that the 
constitutional arnend- 
ment wzs made in 
accordance with the 
policy 

“They claimed 
tha’, in allowing go- 
vernment officials to 
hold political posts, 
they would be follow. 


ing the policy by pro- 
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THAILAND 


ARMY RADIO WARNS OF TOO MUCH DEMOCRACY 
BKU31428 Bangkok Voice of First Army Division in Thai 2300 GMT 1 Apr 83 
{"Sayammanusati" program] 


[Text] Today the Sayammanusati program will talk about democracy and dictator- 
ship, subjects which have confused many pecple these days. It is essential 
that people in a country that is governed by a democratic system are knowledge- 
able about and understand democracy so that they can protect their rights and 
interests from exploitation by some groups of people who use their political 
power and position. 


Democracy and dictatorship have been much talked about subjects of late, as 
much so as the upcoming election. Democracy literally means sovereign power 
belongs to the people. In short, ruling power belongs to the majority of the 
people. The peopie participate in the governing of the country through their 
members of parliament and the parliament. A democratic government must possess 
and use, to a certain degree, absolute power. This absolute power has been 
interpreted by some to mean dictatorial power. If a democratic government 
does not use its power in proper proportion to its responsibilities, it is 
not likely to survive because it will te too weak. Nowadays a democratic 
government must be able to effectively and decisively solve the problems of 
the country. It cannot allow the people to do as they please beyond the 
framework of the law. This is where a government is criticized for being 
dictatorial. 


Democracy does not mean that people have the right to do what they please. 
Some groups of people have committed acts which violate tie law, and these 
activities have been the subject of many reports. This means that such groups 
do not understand what democracy is. If a democratic government is unable to 
effectively solve the urgent problems of the country, it is certain that that 
government will fail and be replaced by a dictatorship. 


Politicians need not fear the people's political power. A democratic country 
should not totally disregard the use of absolute measures to tackle problems 
which require decisive actions, lest it be criticized as a weak government 
lacking decisiveness. This type of government will eventually fold. This 
weak democratic government will bring anarchy and the excessive use of freedom 
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which will destroy democracy and usher in dictatorship. Therefore, dictator- 
ship is created by failure of democracy. 


fhe fear that people under democratic government will have too much power is 
what causes the people to seek selfish interests through political influence 
to try to confuse people that the search for development of a complete demo- 
cracy will lead to dictatorship. They want to obstruct this development to 
protect their and their colleagues’ interests from falling into the hands of 
the people. People who want to shamelessly protect their selfish interests 
have thus declared themselves opponents to the efforts to develop complete 
democracy. These people are those who will bring dictatorship to the country 
but are trying to cover up their intentions by confusing the people's think- 
ing. 


You listeners are aware of the groups which do not want development of a com- 
plete democracy and should be aware of those groups which have engaged in 
many unacceptable activities. Therefore, it must be understood that absolute 
power can be used in a democratic system. This is because freedom and power 
40 hand in hand and freedom must be exercised within proper limits; it must 
not be used excessively as was the case in the past. Although people have 
their freedom, the government must use the power of the law to control the 
~xercise of freedom to prevent exploitation, disorder in the country and so 


forth. The use of power for enforcement purposes must also be reasonable 
ind in this way, freedom will be long lasting. The reasonable exercise of 
freedom in a responsible manner will result in peace, while the excessive use 


of freedom, such as instigating efforts to obstruct the legitimate power of 
the state, will lead to disaster for the country. 


iu a dictatorial system, a handful of people exercise power to control the 

‘tate. The dictatorial group will try by all means to preserve and 

trengthen its power so there will be no opposition to its use of power. 
‘lence is usually employed to effectively control the people. Public opin- 

ion is manipulated to suit the leadership. Under the dictatorial system, 


the people cannot escape the power of control of the state. The state uses 
nomic, technical measures and the manipulation of public opinion to control 
' people. It creates the feeling among the people that the power of the 
eadership is untouchable. In a dictatorial system, only the leaders can make 
isions and the decisions are to be repsected by all. 
it sums up dictatorship. In short, every citizen and his future is in the 


inds of the leadership group. 


for Thailand, because the democratic system suits the desire and the special 
haracteristics of the Thai people, many groups have tried to adapt the demo- 
ratic system so that it completely suits Thailand. Because there are many 
groups, there are different ideas. So we have conflicts of ideas and nothing 
more serious than that. However, you listeners will realize that certain groups 
people have tried to use their political and financial influence to distort 
the efforts to inprove the constitution of our democratic system in an attempt 
to usher in dictatorship. What is the intention of these people? They 





themselves are the destroyers of democracy and are leading the country to 
disaster. 


Before the end of our program, the Sayammanusati program wants to remind 
listeners that, as the election is approaching quickly, be sure to exercise 
your voting rights. Use your judgment as to which candidates you should 
choose to act as your representatives to protect your interests in the 
parliament. Lastly, should you choose the people who sought to destroy 
your fence to allow the thieves to burgel your property? 
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THALLAND 


LABOR DEPARTMENT IN JOB DEAL WITH ARMY 


Bangkok SANCKOK POST in English 20 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text | 


partmen 
cooperate on plans to send reservists to work in the Middle 
East, First Army commanding general Lt-Gen Pat Urailert 


The commander said the agreement 
yee sear FS > Ee ee 
day attended by Labour 
Genera! Vit Sangtong and other high- 
ranking officials 

“Whatever was wrong in the past 
from now on will be corrected,” Gen Pat 
said 

The general explained that private 
companies which have been working 
with the First Army on the 
would soon receive quotas for ng 
workers to the Middle East. Part of 
these quotas would be allocated to 
members of Lhe army reserve 

He brushed aside a question that the 
private companies have approached the 
Army in order to exploit ite influence to 
secure workers quotas for overseas em- 
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ployment. 
He noted, however, that if such a 


a great number of army 


was willing to lend a helping hand 











THAILAND 


PRAISE FOR ARMY ORDER ON SOLDIERS’ VOTING 
BKO20523 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 2 Apr 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "A Commendable and Sensible Order for Democracy"] 


[Text] It was refreshing news indeed when Assistant Army Chief-of-Staff Lt 
Gen Mana Rattanakoset told reporters yesterday that Army Commander-in-Chief 
Gen Athit Kamlang-er had issued an official order to all army men to cast 
their ballots in the 18 April general elections freely--with their own con- 
viction and of their own choice. 


Lt Gen Mana also offered the assurances that the army will be strictly neutral 
in the upcoming elections. No tip will be given to those in the armed forces 
on how they should vote, he said. 


It was also interesting to note that Lt Gen Mana, when asked by reporters 
on whether soldiers might be ordered to vote for certain parties, said: "This 
cannot happen these days.” 


The statement should certainly be welcome as one that will certainly promote 
the principle of democracy--and will clear up the air of suspicion. 


Soldiers have through the years become witnesses to political changes and, like 
all citizens, have learned the lesson that Thailand could only develop into a 
nation of political maturity and create a new generaiton of politicall-conscious 
leaders when and if the game is played fairly and justice is done to all. 


We certainly would not be surprised at all that the country's military person- 
nel have gone through practical political education like everybody else and have 
been made aware of the past image which did not reflect well generally in the 
public's eyes when military leaders in the past tried to take over political 
control of the country without public mandate. The new breed of soldiers has, 
we are convinced, been exposed to a more democratic atmosphere and their ex- 
perience must have clearly shown that only through their independent exercise 

of the political rights would the country's interests be served. 


The “bloc vote" mentality is an obsolete state of affairs and we congratulate 
Gen Athit for having issued the order to all army men to vote for MP's of 
their own choice as Thai citizens. This action will certainly go a long way 








to prove that political rights are an inalienable and compulsory part of all 
Thai citizens. 


Let no other country have the excuse from now on to point an accusing finger 
at us that we can’t handle democracy in a proper way. Left to our own free 
choice, the Thai people certainly know how to go about governing themselves 


in a sensible way. 
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ASEAN-EEC MEETING, FRENCH AID TO SRV 
BK301302 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 26 Mar 83 p 3 
[Editorial: "What Has Been Accomplished From the ASEAN-EEC Meeting?"] 


[lext] The 14th meeting of the foreign ministers of the ASEAN and EEC 
countries has concluded and a joint statement has been issued expressing 
agreement on several issues and noting the pledge of the EEC countries to 
place more stringent controls on their assistance to Vietnam if it is found 
that the latter uses it for military purposes. The joint statement urged 
Vietnam to heed the resolutions of the International Conference on Kampuchea 
[ICK] for a peaceful settlement of the Kampuchean question. The ASEAN 
countries tried to convince the EEC countries, particularly France, that the 
establishment of the tripartite Coalition Government in Kampuchea is a step 
toward political settlement of the Kampuchean problem within the framework 
of the ICK. 


It is well known that France currently does not recognize either the Heng 
Samrin or the Democratic Kampuchean Government. It is also to be noted that 
France is considering providing long-term loans to Vietnam, the aggressor. 


We feel that, though France is entitled to the independent formulation of its 
policy, it should reconsider whether it should give assistance to a country 
implementing a policy of aggression when that aggression is opposed by the 
rest of the civilized world. For this reason, we do not think France will 
take an action which will run counter to its own conscience or the conscience 
of its friends. However, if France has its own reasons for taking that action, 
we can only regret that it is assisting the guilty party to perpetrate more 
guilt. This is because, to date, Vietnam has never indicated that it will 
cease its role of an aggressor. 


It is also worth noting that the ASEAN-EEC ministerial meeting also reached 
agreements related to trade. The tax barrier imposed by some EEC countries 
had been an unfair obstacle to products from ASEAN countries, although this 
was denied by the EEC vice president. 


It cannot be said that the latest ASEAN-EEC conference will yield instant re- 
sults, but their cooperation and understanding are important for future ties 
between the two groupings, which can be expected to develop considerably in the 
political and economic interests of both sides. 
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THAILAND 


PAPERS CRITICIZE SRV OFFENSIVE ON BORDER 


8K061438 [Editorial report] Three Thai language papers--SIAM RAT, THAI RAT 
and MATICHON--on 2 and 5 April carry editorials commenting on the latest 
Vietnamese-led offensive drive against Khmer resistance forces near the Thai 
frontier and its repercussions for Thailand's eastern border areas. 


SIAM RAT's 2 April editorial on page [page number omitted], entitled: "Let 

Us Condemn It," reports that the Vietnamese attacks on the Kampuchean civilian 
encampment opposite Khok Thahan Village and Phanom Chat Mountain durin; the 
past few days killed or wounded about 300 Kampuchean people. One Thai villager 
was wounded and a house in Na Ngam Village was damaged by artillery shells and 
rockets fired into Thai territory by Vietnamese troops. 


The paper says: “The current Vietnamese offensive has once again violated 
Thailand's sovereignty. Thailand cannot simply stand idly by. We deem it 
iprropriate and fair that our soldiers retaliate to prevent the Vietnamese 


from introducing into our territory. 


“It should be noted that the new offensive was launched unexpectedly and 
rapidly. It is so big that nobody would believe that Vietnam, a country that 
is facing unsolvable economic problems, can afford." 


The paper continues: “This heavy offensive indicates that Vietnam must have 
reached more support from the cuperpower, as the secretary general of National 
ecurity Council revealed a few days earlier. 


“We condemn both Vietnam and the Soviet Union for their shameless acts of ag- 
zression and occupation of Kampuchea." 


The THAI RAT's 5 April, page editorial, entitled: "The Border Situation,” 
‘ays that the intrusion 2 kilometers inside Thai territory by Vietnamese 
troops on | April has further escalated tension along the Thai-Kampuchean 
order. The repetition of such an incident has proved that “Vietnam near 
respects Thatland's sovereignty, and this time they have even inflicted con- 
‘iderable casualties on Thai soldiers and civilians in the border areas." 


The paper stresses that Thai soldiers have the right to defend the country's 
sovereignty and notes that the incursions into Thai territory will continue 
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THAILAND 


FENSiIVE IN KAMPUCHEA CONDEMNED 


— 


020202 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 2 Apr 83 p 4 
Editorial: "A Despicable Piece of Bloodletting”) 
xt The latest attacks in the Vietnamese offensive in Kampuchea confirm 


ne worst tears of those who predicted it last week. Like the attack in 
january which overran the Nong Chan Camp, Thursday's Hanoi assault on the Phnom 


it Camp of the Khmer Rouge was--all protests from Vietnam to the contrary-- 
nm assault on civilians. The toll was horrible. The panic and fear of the un- 
rmed, helpless men, women and children was surpassed only by the sight of all 


ose who were killed and wounded. For the Vietnamese military used every ter- 
‘Sle weapon in their arsenal except yellow rain against the Phnom Chat set- 


enent 
rous, one of the most horrible weapons used in battle, was used 
iscri ately on exclusively civilian areas of Phnom Chat, the so-called 
itellite villages” of Chan Ka-go and Preymon. White phosphorous burns with 
it | it to imagine and with such an intensity that it literally cannot 
t t. it lands, say, on the arm of a child, it will burn all the way 
rough | imm, and then continue to burn when it drops on another part 
- t the ground. Eventually it will burn itself out. It 
é ered with a material like mud, for example, but water is useless. 
wa st one of the weapons used against the civilians at 


loing this--and it says shamelessly that it is doing this-- 


mie f Kampuchea. The border camps, it says, are renegade- 
ibversion against the Heng Samrin regime. it brags that it 
g it wants in Kampuchea because Hanoi has been charged (pre- 
i 2 gher power) with maintaining the safety of that regime. 
er ve still not answered the question of why so many 
re their control of Kampuchea. The Vietnamese leaders 
ifastly opposed to all of the people of Kampuchea having 


f that country should be run. Their answer t« 


etnamese actions in their own untry is to kill 











The campaign to overcome this attitude must be pushed forward, more strenu- 
ously than ever. Hanoi continues i-.s colonisation of Kampuchea and remains 
a threat based at our own border, 400 kilometres from Vietnam. The continued 
thumbing of the nose at decent nations and people who wish Hanoi to obey the 
common standards of international behaviour and decency must cease. The 
brutal attack on Phnom Chat, and the continuing offensive at our frontier, 
provide opportunities to press the Vietnamese and their allies once again 

to take their troops where they are wan.ed--home--and let the Kampuchean 
people settle their own internal affairs without the “benefits” of the men 
from Hanoi. 
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THAILAND 


REASONS BEHIND SRV ATTACK REVIEWED 
BKO10405 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 1 Apr 83 p 4 
‘Editorial: "dow Come the Vietnamese Are So Predictable?"] 


[Text] There is a certain amount of predictability in the way the Vietnamese 
army acts during the dry season, attacking at one point and then at another 
near the Thai border--almost every one of which has been foreseen. This is 
extremely surprising because they are past-masters in the art of surprise, 

in ambush, in total unpredictability as they demonstrated time and again 
during the decade-long Vietnam war. So how come that the Vietnamese attack 
at Phnum Chhat, opposite Ta Phraya, on a Khmer Rouge stronghold had been 
foretold well in advance by Thai military experts? 


There was nothing arcane about the prediction because it was based on 
Vietnamese reinforcements in that area and the buzzing activity that had 
preceded that attack. There is obviously a method in this madness, since 

the Vietnamese were about to occupy the Khmer Rouge stronghold even though 
everybody seems to have known that the attack was coming. There is also the 
other prediction that the Vietnamese will attack the jungle base of Son Sann's 
guerrillas opposite the Thai border village of Ban Sa-Ngae, and that might 
very well come true in the next few days or weeks. 


Iwo aspects of this kind of military attacks by the Vietnamese seem obvious. 
The first is that they want to keep reminding the forces of the tri-partite 
government who is the superior military force and how easily the guerrillas 
can be overcome even if the attack was advertised in advance. The second is 
that the Vietnamese want to keep the pressure near the Thai border since 
Thailand is the frontline state of ASEAN and that organization has been at 
the forefront in mustering international opinion against the occupation in 


Kampuchea. 


And, in addition, there is also the callousness of harmless civilians being 
rooted out of their villages and, at last reports, there are thousands and 
thousands of Khmer civilians trying to flee into Thai territory for protection 
against the artillery shells and bullets--that means an additional burden 

and a certain amount of destabilization along Thailand's eastern border. As 
the monsoon (?season) approaches, the Vietnamese will very likely withdraw 
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from the guerrilla bases they have taken during the dry season, and then wait 
for another opportunity. 


It is a question of serving notice again and again that the Vietnamese are 
quite capable of wiping out the guerrilla forces of the Coalition Government 
of Democratic Kampuchea. But doing so would pose very big problems for Hanoi. 
What action the Chinese will take if Vietnam establishes complete control over 
Kampuchea is not known but recently there have been reports from Beijing of 
Vietnamese border incursions into China and of border skirmishes. Further 
nobody knows what China and the Soviet Union discussed during their recently 
concluded meeting in Moscow although it is certain that Kampuchea was high 

on the agenda. 


It may be speculated that the Vietnamese are increasing their pressure on 
Thailand's eastern border because of the fluid political situation in this 
country. But we doubt that is the cause, because they started the escapade 
even in February when they overran the Nong Chan Refugee Camp and then pulled 
back. Thailand, with the approval of fellow-members of ASEAN, will issue a 
Statement today about the Vietnamese escalation of violence, but that will be 
only to clarify the sitaution to various governments who may be unaware of the 
realities. But we doubt that will cut any ice with the Vietnamese. 


cso: 4200/500 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY HANDLING OF SRV RAID SCORED 


BK061524 Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 5 Apr 83 p 4 


{Editorial: "The Foreign Ministry Must Be Decisive and Quick in Coping With 
the Situation"™] 


[Text] Vietnam launched attacks with heavy weapons on Khmer Rouge Camp 519 
at Phnom Chat and on Chamka Kor and Prey Moan from 31 March to 1 April, 
forcing over 20,000 Kampuchean refugees to flee to Thailand. The battle 
between Vietnamese and Khmer resistance forces has been widened from north 
to south along the border and resulted in clashes between the Vietnamese and 
Thai soldiers. So far, five Thai soldiers have been killed, 15 wounded and 


three are missing. 


Our correspondent in the combat zone reported that Vietnam seems to have 

fixed the target for its offensive. Vietnamese troops are surrounding and 
crushing soldiers of the free Khmer and Sihanoukist factions. This is the 
biggest offensive of the Vietnamese genocidal war, which was launched in 
Kampuchea 5 or 6 years ago. The Vietnamese troops have deliberately confronted 


with Thai soldiers. 


Thailand, renowned for its generosity to its neighbours, has already received 
some 30,000 refugees from Kampuchea. Hundreds of thousands more are expected 
to flee into Thailand, and Thailand will have to feed them, as it usually does. 


It is apparent that the Thai Foreign Ministry this time moved very slowly in 
response to the situation and its great impact on the country. Meanwhile, 
the army commander proceeded to the affected areas to inspect the situation 
right after receiving the report on the border clash. 


The Foreign Ministry's procedures seem slow and they cannot catch up with the 
current situation. It cannot dispel the people's concern and uneasiness by 
merely saying that it is gathering evidence and necessary information. 


The 1 April joint statement of the ASEAN foreign ministers was the only docu- 
ment to tell the world about Vietnam's curelty. But its issuance was still 
not quick enough to comfort the parties which are suffering from the events. 
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The behavior of the Foreign Ministry in this matter has confused people and 
led them to think that the assessment of the situation by the government 
agencies and mass media differ, or that the border incident is an ordinary 
event that occurs as the Vietnamese soldiers are chasing Khmer resistance 
groups in hot pursuit during the routine dry season offensive. 


If that is the case, the border clash must be in fact an illusion, the impact 
of which has been fanned up by a small number of individuals for political 
purpose inside the country. If the above assumption is true, the matter 
must be of grave concern, because it means that some people are trying to 
create a situation and external tension that can affect internal politics 
which might lead to certain changes in the country, for example, cancel- 
lation of the forthcoming general election and the extension of the term 

of the present caretaker government for another 4 years or more. 


If the Foreign Ministry is remiss due to its lack of experience in inter- 
national politics, the Thai people should find out whether the problem was 
caused by the lack of personnel to follow the situation or by the confusion 
within the ministry while the minister in charge is busy with his election 


campaigning. 


We agree with the former foreign minister's statement that the Thai Foreign 
Ministry is no longer a twilight zone because it now has ‘experienced staffers 
who can act promptly to defend the people's interest. We want to see quick 
decision made in dealing with this matter. We want to inform the world about 
our resentment and the Vietnamese acts of cruelty and aggression before 
Vietnam cooks up another lie about it. 


CSO: 4207/101 
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THAILAND 


SRV USE OF MILITARY MEANS RAPPED 
BKO50748 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 5 Apr 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "Vietnam Can't Fool the World"™] 


[Text] When several groups of Thai people rallied in front of the Vietnamese 
Embassy here--as the Thai Foreign Ministry was delivering a strong protest 
note to the Vietnamese diplomats here--the Vietnamese continued their mili- 
tary actions on the Thai-Kampuchean border. Apparently, the Vietnamese 

heed world opinion only when it suits them. Already, the five members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) have come up with a strong 
condemnation against the genocide that the Vietnamese are committing. 


We may be close to the scene and could be seen as being emotional about it. 
But reactions from our neighbours and afar do point to a common strong objec- 
tion to Vietnam's actions which have pushed hundreds of thousands of civilians 
across the Thai border, posing a security problem to Thailand which, it must 
be stressed, is not a party to the Kampuchean conflict. 


The Malaysian Government has sent a telegram containing some very lucid and 
straightforward descriptions of how [as published] she thinks is happening, 


and we quote here in part: 


"The Malaysian Government views such an incidence with abhorrence. The per- 
petration of such vile acts could only serve to heighten tension and render 
so much harder (the finding of) the solution to the problem of Vietnamese 


occupation of Kampuchea...." 


Perhaps, the comments by British senior conservative legislator Robert Adley 
in London should underscore the fact that such blatant military drive by the 
Vietnamese, in the name of crushing Khmer resistance troops, could not escape 


world attention. 


The British lawmaker offers a wider perspective of the issue. He said: 


"The Russians, through the Vietnamese, are butchering the Kampucheans. Every- 
one in the world is united against what the Russians are doing and the Kam- 
pucheans themselves are united, probably for the first time in their history. 
A small nation is being literally butchered out of existence and the world is 
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"doing nothing. There is an infinitely stronger case here for UN action than 
there was in Korea. We see that any nation which stands in the path of the 
Soviet Union is crushed. The time for passing resolutions is passed. If the 
United Nations purports to stand for anything in defending small nations, here 
is a case where it should be used instead of wringing its hands...." 


Thailand's reaction to the Vietnamese butchering of the Kampucheans just across 
the border should be clear in the protest note which had stemmed from the fact 
that the Vietnamese had clearly ignored the very basic principle of the joint 
communique signed in 1979 between the two countries--mutual respect for each 
other's legitimate security concern. 


There is no point in stressing the point that the Vietnamese, despite their 
repeated calls for talks and political solutions, have not ceased to use mili- 
tary means to achieve their ends. The Kampuchean resistance forces are strug- 
gling for a right to govern themselves in their own country. ASEAN has pro- 
vided a political framework through which a political solution could be 

found. 


Thailand will not stand idly by when the Vietnamese military actions affect 
our security. We continue to believe in a political solution. The world 
will decide whether the Vietnamese, judging from what they are doing now, 
have lived up to their pledge to seek a political solution. 


CSO: 4200/501 
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THAILAND 


CPT DEFECTOR DENIES ISOC, ARMY ROLE 
BK220315 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Mar 83 p 2 
{By Thiraphong Phantharangsi and Thara Chin] 


[Text] Communist defector Prasoet Sapsunthon, in an unprecedented move, has 
admitted that although he does not belong to any particular group, he has 
been involved with certain political movements. He voiced full support for 
the much-heralded Government Policy 66/2523. 


The controversial Prasoet, in an exclusive interview, also maintained that 
if general elections were held under the new electoral system of single- 
constituency and party voting, it would have been "the most dictatorial move 


in the country." 


Prasoet, who is a former Surat Thani representative and also former Central 
Committee member of the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT), denied that he 
belonged to any particular group. But for the first time he admitted that he 
had participated in the activities of the Democratic Labour Party and the so- 
called Democratic Movement, among others. 


Prasoet, widely believed to be the “brain" behind the Government Order 66/2523 
which aims to win over the communists through political rather than military 
means, also said that he was not involved with this policy. 


"But although I have nothing to do with this policy, I wholeheartedly support 
and appreciate it," Prasoet stressed. 


Prasoet also denied allegations that he was the person who drew up the chart 
showing civic structure which is similar to communist countries and which was 
reproduced by M. Pm. Khukrit Pramot in his "Soi Suan Phlu" column in SIAM RAT 


newspaper. 


The chart caused wide comment and many political observers believe that the 
article, which appeared one day before the final reading of the constitutional 
amendment draft, had played a major role in making representatives and senators 
reverse their earlier stand and voted against the draft. 


The Social Action Party (SAP) leader said in his article that the chart indi- 
cated that "someone" was using every means possible to lead the country to 


communism. 
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After the appearance of the article, criticism and accusing fingers were 
pointed at Prasoet, who was believed to be “very close" to the military, al- 
though his role had never been verified by the army. 


Prasoet, the first MP to turn to the CPT, also said that he did not agree 
with the current law governing political parties, claiming that it was 
for dictatorial countries only. 


"According to democratic rules, political parties must be allowed to develop 


themselves independently," Prasoet said, adding that using the political 
parties would simply result in dictatorial political parties. 


He said that for the system to be truly democratic, this law should be 
abolished. 


Prasoet claimed that the new polling system would make the next House of 
Representatives impotent. 


“Only MP's who come from democratic electoral systems can solve national prob- 
lems," Prasoet said. 


Though a high-ranking military officer admitted recently that Prasoet was an 
adviser to the Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC), Prasoet denied 
that he had anything to do with it, or with any other military organisa- 
tions. 


CSO: 4200/500 
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CPT RADIO SILENT FOR TWO MONTHS 
BK260821 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 26 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] The outlawed Communist Party of Thailand's news agency has been 
mysteriously silent for nearly two months, a government intelligence source 
disclosed yesterday. 


The source said government intelligence agencies were still trying to estab- 
lish the cause of the suspension of the People of Thailand News Agency 


(PTNA). 


The source told the POST that the last PTNA transmission in Morse Code was 
intercepted by the military in early February. 


According to the source, the message in the last transmission was a general 
criticism of Thai politics and also a statement that the CPT was suspending 
the operations of the PTNA. 


The source said that intelligence officials are not aware of the reasons behind 
the closure. 


The source speculated that there were two likely reasons for the suspension: 
problems within the party and technical difficulty. 


The PTNA started transmitting in Morse Code after the Voice of the People of 
Thailand (VPT) Radio was shut down in 1979 during the Kriangsak Chomanan regime. 


The VPT closure came after Gen Kriangsak visited Peking and it is believed that 
China pressured the CPT into closing the VPT because China wanted to show that 
it did not interfere in Thailand's internal affairs. 


The PTNA reportedly has its office in the jungles of southern Krachuab Khiri 
Khan Province and before the silence, broadcast regularly thrice a week. 


CSO: 4200/500 
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THAILAND 


FORMER CPT MEMBER TO STAND FOR ELECTION 
BK260822 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 26 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] Two men who defected from the outlawed Communist Party of Thailand 
will stand for election as independent candidates. 


Mr Khaisaeng Suksai, former CPT member, told a press conference at the Royal 
Hotel yesterday that he will enter the race in constituency 2 of Nakhon Phanom 
Province together with Mr Phunsawat Putasiri, a lawyer and member of the pro- 
vince’s municipal assembly. 


Mr Khaisaeng was once deputy leader of the now-defunct Social Party of 
Thailand (SPT) and an ex-MP for Nakhon Phanom. He is also widely regarded 
as a representative of the defectors. 


He said yesterday that he will start campaigning on Monday. His first rally 
will be held in front of Nakhon Phanom's City Hall. 


Mr Khaisaeng said he was encouraged to run for election by hundreds of vil- 
lagers who volunteered to support him in his native province. 


The former rebel, who spent a period of self-exile in neighbouring Laos, told 
reporters that initially he had no intention of taking part in the elections 
due to lack of preparation, time and money. 


He said that had there been more time, he and his colleagues would have formed 
their own political party. 


Regarding financial support for the campaign, he said all members of the Nakhon 
Phanom Provincial Council would contribute 1,000 baht each in the first stage. 


Another communist defector, Mr Chamni Sakdiset, said yesterday that Mr 
Khaisaeng's decision to enter the race has put the government's sincerity to 
the test. The government's decision on accepting or rejecting his application 
will prove whether it is really sincere towards defectors, he said. 


Mr Chamni is a former MP representing Nakhon Si Thammarat. 
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Meanwhile, another former CPT member, Mr Withi Chandawong, alias "Comrade 


Pan,” son of Mr Khrong Chandawong, who was executed in the late 1950's on 
charges of propagating communism, also announced his intention to contest the 


18 April elections. 


Mr Withi said he would enter the race in constituency 2 of Sako Nakhon where 
his father was executed. 


The execution was ordered by the late Prime Minister Field Marshal Sarit 
Thanarat. 
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THAILAND 


BUNCHU READY TO COOPERATE WITH MILITARY 
BK940432 Bangkok BANCKOK POST in English 4 Apr 83 pp 1-2 
[By Khamnun Sitthisaman] 


[Text] Mr Bunchu Rotchanasthian has announced he is ready to cooperate with 
the military if they make him a good enough offer to allow him to solve the 
country's problems. 


In a surprise announcement at the weekend, the former deputy prime minister 
said the country's chronic problems can only be solved by using "decisive 
power.” 


Mr Bunchu, who last month resigned from the Social Action Party [SAP] and 
declared that he will not stand in the elections, told the BANGKOK POST that 
due to pressing current circumstances the nation has to solve its problems 
quickly before it is too late. And to do this, the government must have 
stability and be able to use decisive power to effect the necessary changes. 
For this reason, he said, he is prepared to cooperate with the military even 
if certain "rights" must be sacrificed. 


"There must be a method to improve the position of the nation in a decisive 
manner, even if we must give up some of our rights. We must concede this. 
But we must hope that the use of decisive power will also lead to democracy,” 
Bunchu said 


The former SAP deputy leader defined "decisive power" as the power to "proceed 
with what has to be done without having to worry, without having t: »aste time 
to compromise with this or that faction." 


He admitted to having met with assistant army chief-of-staff for operations, 
Lt-Gen Chaowalit Yongchaiyut, and other "progressive" soldiers to exchange 
ideas on various national issues. During these meetings he told the soldiers 
that his stance is quite close to theirs, Bunchu said. 


He said that they both want to build social justice and eliminate the situation 
where Thais are fighting Thais. "So there should be cooperation and not div- 
isions that this is the military, these are the capitalists, and these are the 
workers," he added. 
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However, he said no detailed discussions were held with Gen Chaowalit and that 
in his opinion the military is still explaining the country's problems in 
theoretical terms. He gave as an example, the “progressive” soldiers’ idea 
that poverty can be eliminated only by eliminating monopoly capitalism. This 
he said was “just talk" and the military should be more specific. 


"Economic justice can only be built with real competition. That's the only 
way to eliminate monopoly. But how and by what methods can we achieve full 
competition? If we just talk broadly about it people won't understand how 


it is monopolistic." 


Asked if he will cooperate if the soldiers stage a coup and use their "de- 
cisive power" to build democracy from the bottom up, through such methods as 
elections to Tambon councils, Bunchu replied that this is one method, but 
details would hav2 to be discussed. He said that the soldiers are welcome 
to talk and exchange ideas with him, and if they offer him good enough con- 
ditions he is ready to cooperate fully with then. 


"The soldiers are people too. They have responsibility for the nation's 
security. And they have to sacrifice their lives for this responsibility, 
for the sovereignty of the nation, and to protect its institutions. 


"So there should be opportunities for them to sit and consult with us. We 
actually do this sometimes, but it's nothing concrete, so that we can really 
cooperate, sacrifice, or listen to each other,” Bunchu said. 


He stressed "If we don't fool ourselves we'll see that we are infatuated by 
forms rather than matter. By now we should accept that the present adminis- 
trative system cannot lead to what we want, even if it can it will take a long 
time and that might be too late." 


He said that the present political system cannot solve the country's problems 
because it is a democratic system in which the top echelon was not built from 
a popular base. This, he said, has been proven to be ineffective, and the 
18th April elections have been arranged so suddenly that it will lead to 
another unstable government. He said that this is the reason why he decided 
not to run in the elections. 


Bunchu also said that present circumstances do not encourage capable people 
to work for the country. "Most people look at politics as something for other 
people to do; that it is a matter for another type of people who dare to deal 
with something dirty. Under this condition how can we then try to utilise 


their brains?” 


"So it is as Khun Chaowalit (Lt-Cen Chaowalit Yongchayut) has said. When the 
conditions still favour those with money, you should not hope too much,” 


Bunchu said. 


A reliable source in the Social Action Party also told the POST that the reason 
for Bunchu's break with the party was over the difference of views on the role 
of the military. Bunchu, according to the source, believes that the party 
should not allow itself to get into a position where it becomes an enemy of the 
military as he believes it is currently doing. 
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THAILAND 


GROUP'S ASSOCIATION TO MONARCHY SCORED 
BKO41355 Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 31 Mar 83 p 4 


[Editorial: “Let's Properly Safeguard and Uphold the Institution of the 
Monarcliy™ ] 


[Text] The unfavorable situation in the country during the past decade has 
proved that the saying “Without the Monarch, Thailand will fall apart” is 


true. 


The monarchy is the country's supreme institution; most suitable to the people's 
beliefs and the Thai social structure. In politics, the monarchy is like "a 
strong pillar standing against the fierce water current." 


A military officer who took part in the 1 April coup wrote in his thesis on 
the country’s major institutions that "whoever thinks of eliminating this 
ancient institution of the country while no institution is strong enough to 
substitute for it is introducing a bloody calamity to the country.” 


If we are sincere and have a sense of responsibility toward the country, we 
must admit that criticism and comments have been made by people from all 
circles about the monarchy. Television stations once invited some person- 
alities to discuss this matter, but such criticism still prevails. 





On 29 March, Pol Maj Anan Senakhan of the Chanuan Movement made a speech 
which openly dealt with the monarchy, which might disturb the nation's major 
institution and eventually national stability. 


Fairly speaking, during the past few years before Pol Maj Anon Serskhan's 
controversial speech, some groups of individuals who have political and ad- 
misistrative power in their hands have been seen attempting to "paint a 
picture” to show that the current politics involves the country's supreme in- 


stitution. 


We must admit that certain “interest groups" are trying to use "the image” of 
this institution for their own benefit. This is generally known among the 
country’s administrators. As a result, there are now two schools of thought 
among them. The first group wants to preserve and further develop the belov>d 
"institution" of the people in accordance with reality in the society so that 
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it can be used as "the major institution" that can effectively reduce differ- 
ences and disunity among the people in the country. Meanwhile, the second 
group is trying to prove to the people that it can be supported by the “image” 


of this institution. 


The protection of monarchy must be given top priority for the time being, 
while the country still needs peace and order. However, the “protection 
must be made properly." Those who "attack" or uphold the institution 
wrongly are equally dangerous to the nation. 


The monarchy is a traditional and cultural institution of the country. It is 
also of social value and part of the national identity. Certainly any attempt 
by any group which has many enemies to paint a picture of its close relations 
with the monarchy will automatically shake the stability of the institution. 


Matuphum appeals to all parties to safeguard the institution of the monarchy 
and uphold it properly and wishes to reiterate a statement: "He who thinks 
of shaking the pillar of the society that is the center of national stability 
is indeed creating a bloody calamity within the nation." 


CSO: 4207/101 
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SUA REBELS DENY ATTACK ON BORDER PAT OUTPOST 


BKO60315 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 6 Apr 83 p 2 


[Text] Shan United Army (SUA) rebels under notorious drug kingpin Khun Sa 
denied yesterday that they were responsible for Monday's attacks on a Border 
Patrol Police [BPP] outpost and a village in northern Mae Hong Son Province. 


The guerrillas claimed that another rebel group whose members they had cap- 
tured were responsible for the attacks. 


An informed military source told the BANGKOK POST that negotiations were going 
on between government forces and the SUA for the handover of the captives, 30 
members of the Shan State Army (SSA), to face trial in Thailand. 


Earlier reports said about 30 SUA guerrillas were responsible for Monday's 
attacks, in which two policemen died and three others were wounded. One per- 
son was wounded in the attack on the village. 


The attacks were thought to have been carried out in retaliation for a Thai 
operation last month against a heroin factory thought to be operated by the SUA. 


The source said that government troops and border patrolmen later clashed with 
another group of 100 SUA rebels at the border village of Ban Namon. The guer- 
rillas were reportedly led by Col Lieng Chong, a chief-of-staff of Khun Sa, who 
later led his side in negotiations with Thai authorities. 


Col Chong denied that his men had been involved in the attacks. He said the 
30 armed SSA men were captured as they passed through areas under SUA control. 


He claimed that the 30 had admitted during questionning to have attacked both 
the outpost and the village. 


Rifles and radio transceivers belonging to dead and wounded BPP had been seized 
from the SSA men, Col Chong claimed. 

The military source said the authorities did not rule out the SUA's claim 

as the government intelligence agents also held the SSA responsible for the 


raids. 
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The source added that helicopter-borne rangers and troops last month mis- 
takenly attacked an SSA village on the border because it was believed to house 


one of Khun Sa"s heroin factories. 


More than 20 assault rifles and some radio transceivers were seized in the 
attack and this may have prompted the SSA to seek revenge, the source said. 


Another reason for Monday's attacks could stem for an internal conflict 
among the Shan rebels, the source said. 


CsO: 4200/500 
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SITTHI ASKS MORE EC INVESTMENT IN ASEAN 
BK250325 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 25 Mar 83 p 13 


[Text] European countries are still overlooking potentials of ASEAN countries 
despite their liberal investment climate, Former Minister ACM [Air Chief 
Marshal] Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday. 


Sitthi told the meeting of the ASEAN-EC [European Community] ministers at 
Oriental Hotel in his opening statement that the situation could be improved 
through a greater use of the ASEAN-EC Business Council. 


He said ASEAN also welcomed the operation of the European Investment Bank in 
the region to serve as another channel for European investment to flow here. 


Reminding the European Community countries that European investment in ASEAN 

has yet to catch up with those of other countries, Siddhi said: "We in ASEAN 
have made our investment climate as liberal as possible. It is Europe which 

has lagged behind in seeing ASEAN potentials.” 


Sitthi said that as the largest trading bloc in the world, the European 
Community, should also help maintain a liberal environment for international 
trade which is also vital to ASEAN development. 


In his opening statement, German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, who 
is also co-chairman of the meeting, said European companies should be en- 
couraged to make more investments in ASEAN. 


He said development banks and finance companies should promote direct European 
investment in ASEAN markets to a great degree. 


Stressing the need for the free world trading system based on gatt, Genscher 
sait protectionist tendencies world-wide must be resisted. 


“At the forthcoming UNCTAD conference we must all exert a balancing and 
moderating influence," he added. 


Sitthi said though it was frequently claimed that the European Community is one 
of the most open trading areas in the world, the ASEAN-EC trade accounts for 


only 3 percent of the community's trade world-wide. 
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"Statistics also show that the share of food manufacturers from the developing 
world to the community has been stagnant,” he said. 


He said the situation had arisen against good economies which teach that sub- 
sidies coupled with protectionist measures stimulate increases in output be- 
yond economically justified levels. 


"The [word omitted] in turn seriously distorts international comparative ad- 
vantage with disastrous effects on income distribution to the agricultural 
sector in the developing parts of the world,” he said. 


He said ASEAN is a regional grouping of free market enterprise economies with 
agricultural exports as the most important factor in its development. 


“The European Community is the largest trading bloc in the world. It is in 


the interest of the EC to help maintain a liberal environment for inter- 
national trade, which is also vital to ASEAN development," he said. 


CSO: 4200/590 
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THAILAND 


CPM GUERILLA MAY SURRENDER NEXT MONTH 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 23 Mar 83 p 6 
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THAILAND 


POSSIBLE DROP IN SUGARCANE PRODUCTION CAUSES CONCERN 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 23 Mar 83 p 28 
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THAILAND 


RICE EXPORTS AVERAGE REPORTED 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 83 p 17 
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THAILAND 


EXCESS TAPIOCA TO BE DEDUCTED FROM REMAINING QUOTA 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 83 p 17 
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THAILAND 


VIETNAMESE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS--A group of 32 Vietnamese, including 16 men, 
6 women, 6 boys and 4 girls, was arrested in a shrimp breeding farm in the 
seaport province of Samut Sakhon on 12 March, the police reported. They 
were spotted walking on a dike of the farm by villagers who informed the 
police. The 32 were later taken to the provincial police station for in- 
terrogation. They said they left a port in Ho Chi Minh City on 8 March in 
a small boat. The group was detained at the provincial police station wait- 
ing for instruction from the provincial governor on further action on 
Vietnamese illegal immigrants. [Text] [BK220602 Bangkok Voice of Free 
Asia in English 1100 GMT 14 Mar 83] ) 


SUGAR EXPORTS--Thailand exported over 12 billion baht worth of sugar last 
year, an increase by about 35 percent over the previous year. The board of 
trade says that the significant increase in last year's sugar exports shows 
that sugar has become the country's third largest foreign exchange earner. 
China was last year's largest buyer of Thai sugar in terms of volume, while 
the Soviet Union was the largest in terms of value. Japan was the second 
largest buyer in terms of volume, while the United States was the second 
largest in terms of value. [Text] [BK220602 Bangkok Domestic Service in 
English 0000 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4200/501 
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VANUATU 


BRIEFS 


a 
FRENCH BUILDUP ON DISPUTED ISLES--The government of Vanuatu claims France is 
moving to increase its presence on two disputed South Pacific islands by using 
warships and helicopters to land troops. A statement issued in Vila says 
France's alleged military buildup on the normally uninhabited Matthew and 
Hunter Islands was reported to the Vanuatu Government early last week. It says 
France first made claim to the islands in 1975. Vanuatu says it will pursue 
the matter in international forum if France continues to refuse to recognize 
Vanuatu's sovereignty over Matthew and Hunter Islands and uses military force 
to maintain its claim. However, the statement adds that Vanuatu is convinced 
the matter can still be resolved amicably with France. [Text] [BK290829 
Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0500 GMT 29 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4200/496 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ANNIVERSARY OF AIR DEFENSE CORPS HAILED 
BK290956 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 28 Mar 83 
[NHAN DAN 29 March editorial: "A Heroic Armed Service”"] 


[Text] The Vietnam Antiaircraft Corps, the original body of the Air 
Defense Corps, was born 30 years ago--l April 1953--from the flame of the 
resistance against the French. When it was only 1 year old, the Antiair- 
craft Corps fought in the Dien Bien Phu battle and scored outstanding combat 
exploits. During the anti-U.S. struggle for national salvation, the Anti- 
aircraft Corps--the skeleton with which the Air Defense Corps was founded-- 
was credited with shooting down many U.S. aircraft. Together with its 
sister heroic air force and various self-defense militia units, the Anti- 
aircraft Corps fought another Dien Bien Phu-type air battle with the youth- 
ful strength of those in the twenties: The longer it fights, the stronger 
it becomes. 


After the total liberation of the country, together with the entire armed 
forces, the Air Defense Corps actively contributed to defeating the new 
aggressive enemy during the two wars at the southwestern and northern 
borders. It has been carrying out its international obligation with 
patience. Enjoying new, favorable conditions, the Air Defense Corps has 
become much stronger in both its stature and strength. Its organizational 
structure is now almost perfect and its equipment is being increasingly 
modernized. By combining the strengths of the three categories of forces, 
the Air Defense Corps has contributed to perfecting a widespread mobile air 
defense system in the people's warfare for national defense. 


Under the campaign to develop the fine character and improve the fighting 
strength of the armed forces, initiated by the VCP Central Committee Secre- 
tariat and the Military Commission of the VCP Central Committee, the Air 
Defense Corps has scrupulously and systematically implemented various 
specific organizational and leadership measures and has been rated as one 
of the best units in the armed forces. 


Today, amidst a joyful atmosphere of the celebration of its 30th founding 
anniversary, the Air Defense Corps is granted the VPA Hero title and a 
rotating “determined to win" banner for its achievements in the 1982 
“determined to win" emulation movement by the Council of State and the 
Council of Ministers. 








The honor of this armed service is shared by the entire armed forces because, 
under the party's correct and clear-sighted leadership, they have joined 
with each other in surging forward with a miraculous strength throughout 
several decades of struggle and unit-building and are thus worthy of being 

a heroic army of the heroic Vietnamese nation. 


In the light of the resolution of the Fifth VCP Congress, all of our armed 
forces, including the heroic Air Defense Corps, must continue to further 
step up the campaign to build our armed forces into a people's revolu- 
tionary army with a steel-like determination to win, a strict revolutionary 
code of discipline, a decent behavior, an increasing level of standardiza- 
tion and modernization and an ever-better degree of combat readiness, thus 
capable of fulfilling all assigned missions, overcoming all difficulties 
and defeating the enemy of all colors while giving more care to the 
material and spiritual life of its soldiers and constantly strengthening 
the fraternal relations between the army and the people. 


Together with the Air Defense Corps, let our entire armed forces step up the 
1983 “determined to win" emulation movement with ever-higher quality and at 
faster, vigorous, constant and steady speed. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MIEN TAY CORPS IN LAOS NOTED 
BKO11724 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1400 GMT 31 Mar 83 


{Text} After carrying out the glorious international obligation in fraternal 
Laos for 5 years and implementing the great campaign for 4 years, officers and 
combatants of the Mien Tay Corps have heightened the spirit of overcoming 
difficulties and have positively strived to fulfill all assigned tasks. The 
B-79 Group, together with its compatriots, positively organized a combat posi- 
tion by moving almost 40,000 cubic meters of dirt, digging 16,000 meters of 
trenchs, establishing more than 10,000 fortifications and building and repair- 
ing more than 100 km of road. The corps has also opened 246 training courses 
for almost 18,000 officers and completed training programs on military, poli- 
tical, rear service and technical fields. Good results were obtained in many 


subjects. 


Officers and combatants of the Mien Tay Corps have, in addition, helped the 
Lao people stabilize their daily lives. They contributed more than 60,000 
man-days of productive labor, built hydroelectric powerplants and schools and 
provided medical checkups and treatment to almost 17,000 people. 


The corps also pays special attention to observing discipline, especially dis- 
cipline on carrying out proselytizing tasks and international relations. 
Twenty-six units have been awarded Ministry of National Defense banners for 
the best disciplined unit. 


On the occasion of receiving the military service order, first class from the 
Council of State, the VPA hero title, which was bestowed on 11 units and one 
individual, and the 1982 emulation rotation banner, which vas bestowed on the 
B-24 Group by the Council of Ministers, the Mien Tay Corps has launched a new 
emulation drive to enhance its fighting impetus and strengthen its political 
task; strictly observe discipline; use and proper weapons, equipment, material 
and technical bases; and to further improve the spiritual material and cultural 
lives of its officers and combatants, maintain a level of 97.5 percent strong 
soldiers for the corps and satisfactorily fulfill all the assigned tasks. 


CSO: 4209/315 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ACTIVITY OF B-09 DIVISION IN KAMPUCHEA DISCUSSED 
BK281326 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1400 GMT 24 Mar 83 
{Article by Khanh Toan: "In the Western Region of a Friendly Country”] 


[Text] The B-09 Division commander is still very young. On a quiet after- 
noon in western Kampuchea he talked with me in private. Four years have 
elapsed and we are still standing on this outlying area. Ahead of us, the 
enemy on Thai territory is still lurking, attempting to launch across-the- 
border incursions. Around us, the battlefield is yet to be quiet. However, 
behind us, a country is being revived and growing, and rear area is develop- 
ing gradually. This has encouraged us to stay here and advance confidently 
toward armed exploits which glorify the traditions of the division. 


Listening to him privately, I realize that his iron-like determination and 
promise are shared by all the men in the division who have forged their 
will through ordeals by repressing their own personal feelings and worries 
about their own life and families to carry out the countless tasks expected 
of them by the people in the rear. 


With such a thought, I looked at the jungle area stretching like a battle 
line where human life is rare and children's voices can be hardly heard. 
Fits of malaria are threatening us daily. A kilogram of rice received from 
the rear and a can of water in the dry season must be shared frugally. 
Every night, executioners come from Thailand. 


This border area, full of fierce and difficult ordeals, calls on the conm- 
batants here to surge forward. The young commander told me that, before 
coming here, his unit had gone through a course of glorious combat and 
victory in the Tay Nguyen highlands after the armed forces launched the 
emulation movement to implement the major campaign. The southwestern border 
battlefield was becoming fierce then. The enemy was bogged down in continu- 
ous defeats. Our friends’ territory at that time was seething with the 
uprisings of the suffering Kampuchean people. 


Answering the call of the sacred border and of friendship, the B-09 Division 
reorganized its formation and advanced toward the enemy. At that very 
moment, a major campaign among the soldiers was launched. The division's 
party committee and command asserted that this was a good opportunity to 
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develop and strengthen the unit, and to make everybody determined to con- 
tribute worthily to winning both political and military victories with the 
people on the southwestern border. 


Despite towering workloads and burdensome combat duties, the party committee 
echelon and commanders of all ranks still organized classes in the division 
to indoctrinate troops on the purpose and significance of the campaign and 
to determine the objectives to be achieved by the division. 


In the combat trenches, reeking of gun smoke, along the southwestern border, 
all the men enthusiastically registered their emulation objectives and 
clearly defined their responsibility for defending the border and their 
great obligations to their friends. 


All the cadres and combatants volunteered to fulfill satisfactorily the 
details of their objectives. An emulation drive to kill enemy troops and 
score merit was spreading to the entire battlefield. Reports of armed 
exploits were pouring into the division. The troubled spring of 1979 in 
Kampuchea marked several glorious victories of the B-09 Division on the 
northeastern battlefield. 


Alongside comrades and friends, the B-09 Division combatants dealt painful 
blows to the enemy at Height No 312 and on Route No 19, cleared enemy 
soldiers off of an unarmed hill and the (Bun Lay) defense line, totally 
disintegrated enemy divisions Nos 801 and 920 of Pol Pot, liberated 
Mondolkiri and Ratanakiri, and paralyzed the enemy's northeastern military 
region. 


The enemy was wiped out on the northeastern battlefield. The unit moved 
over the (Rup) Pass and a distance of 1,000 km or more to the enemy hide- 
outs. No sooner had the division combatants put their duffle bags down 
than they opened fire to attack and eradicated the enemy resolutely. 


The division served as a steel rampart to block the route from Memot to 
Poipet Port and stamped the defeated Pol Pot troops into running for their 
lives. Some 3,000 Kampuchean civilians, lured away by the enemy, have been 
liberated. They happily returned to their beloved villages. When the 
attacking column went victoriously into Poipet, the other columns of the 
division which were attacking the enemy at Lovea, Ta Sanh and Samlot, also 
dealt fatal blows to the enemy's defensive forces, liberating 20,000 
Kampuchean civilians who had been used as cannon fodder by Pol Pot. 


People ran out of Pol Pot's defensive villages and happily embraced the 
division ‘combatants, rejoicing their total liberation. 


Four years have elapsed. The revival of Kampuchea has brought about many 
changes, but this western border area is still soaked with the blood of 
Vietnamese volunteer combatnats. From their shelters on Thai territory, 
behind hills and along the border river, the reactionary remnants are still 
acting frenziedly, like mayflies, dashing headlong into Kampuchean terri- 
tory to carry out sabotage. 
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Standing on the frontline, the cadres and combatants of the B-09 Division 
have been launching military operations for 4 continuous years. Sometimes 


they had to eradicate a group of enemy troops during a fight and sometimes 
they merely faced a few of them. Anyhow, a gunfight is still going on from 


this dry season to that rainy season. 


Siding with friends, the B-09 Division has fought more than 900 battles, put 
out of action more than 10,000 enemy soldiers, eradicated over 5,000 others 
and captured thousands. These armed exploits have worthily contributed to 
frustrating the enemy's dark plots in this outlying area of the dangerous 


western region. 


Recalling these victorious battles, the B-09 Division's cadres and combat- 
ants understand that, although they may succeed in gradually frustrating 
the enemy's military plot, if they do not win a firm position in the battle 
for people's heart, they will not fulfill their duty and win a total 


victory. 


Consequently, on this western battlefield, the division soldiers have been 
regularly educated to observe stern discipline in all fields and know how to 
love, respect and help the people like their own relatives. 


When hundreds of thousands of Kampucheans had been liberated from Pol Pot's 
shackles, they had to endure towering privations and difficulties. The 
division men shared their food and clothing items with these people and 
sought every means to return them to their native villages. When informed 
of the people's demands for rice, all the companies volunteered to reduce 
their food rations by one-third to help the people. 


During that time of hardship, the division combatants made every effort to 
look for ox carts in order to carry rice and distribute it to each house- 
hold. Ricefields were overgrown with grass and planted with enemy mines. 
The division combatants had to detect enemy mines and clear hundreds of 
hectares of land for the people to cultivate crops and earn their livings. 


By its good deeds and its wholehearted and effective assistance to the 
people, the division has won the confidence of the local administration and 
people in the area where it's stationed, thereby helping to isolate the 
enemies and causing difficulty for them to find a place to stay. 


The traditional gold book of records of the B-09 Division has also noted 
other remarkable figures on its assistances to the fraternal Kampuchean 
people. These include the establishment of 638 classes for more than 
6,000 students; the distribution of 87 tons of rice to the hungry and a 
donation of 5,000 dong to buy stationery for school children. 


In addition to its tasks of helping the people to stabilize their daily 
lives, the division has also coordinated with various echelons of the 
administration in building the local armed forces to maintain security and 
protect the people's peaceful life. The division also helped the adminis- 
tration establish more than 2,000 production solidarity teams to work in 
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line with the ascending trend of the revolution. This basis has helped 
multiply the villages’ strength and enabled them to foil various schemes 
of psychological warfare by the enemies and prevent them from hiding among 
the people to carry out their sabotage activities. 


One summer day last year, Kampuchean people's work forces enthusiastically 
built a road leading toward the western defense line. It was a sunny, hot 
day, the summer dust reddened their faces. Despite this hardship, all 
continued to work and advance, no one gave up. Experiencing hardship in the 
western area, the Kampuchean people sympathized more profoundly with the 
Vietnamese combatants who were there to contribute to defending their 
country together with their sons and brothers. They said: This is our 
first trip to the western area to build roads for a short period of time, 
then we return to our place; but you, brothers, have been here for four 
summer and rainy seasons. That is a long time! Considering this time, we 
understand that you, brothers, have endured too much hardship; the 
Kampuchean people will never forget this area, the area where the Viet- 
namese soldiers have shed their flesh and blood to protect. The Pol Pot 
clique can never make us misunderstand your tasks here. 


Noting this passion shown by these friends, I felt proud of my beloved 
combatants in the western border of this fraternal Kampuchean nation. Here 
they have daily scored achievements in combat and planted confidence in the 
hearts of our friends to maintain the tradition of the heroic division 
which has just been commended on the occasion of the recent Lunar New Year. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


OUTSTANDING VPA UNITS IN KAMPUCHEA, LAOS CITED 
BK2615232 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 23 Mar 83 


[Excerpts] Carrying out the campaign to “enhance the fine character and 
raise the combat strength of the people's armed forces," many units in the 
whole armed forces have proved to be new elements in combat and combat 
readiness, in building up stable and powerful forces, and in fulfilling 
their task of defending our socialist fatherland and their internationalist 
obligations. Typical among them are those which have been awarded the 

1982 rotating banner by the chairman of the Council of Ministers and the 

30 units awarded medals of merit of various categories. Following are 

some typical sketches about a number of units which had outstanding achieve- 
ments in the various emulation drives within the armed forces and which 


have been awarded the rotating banner. 


The K-49 Unit is discharging its internationalist obligation in fraternal 
Kampuchea. Despite dangerous terrain and harsh climate, it has operated 
continuously both in the dry and the rainy seasons, actively fought the 
enemy both militarily and politically, adopted many good plans of action 
and firmly maintained our and our friends’ battle position from the border 
to the hinterland. It has put out of action 1,040 of the enemy, captured 
1,108 prisoners, induced 147 to surrender and motivated more than 4,000 to 


report themselves with 1,434 rifles. 


It actively helped the local people stabilize their lives and step up pro- 
duction, contributed to the maturity of the second group of our friends’ 
forces, ensured the latter's independent combat in a major border area, and 
completed its training program with fairly good result in many technical 
and tactical subjects under high combat readiness and good combat condi- 
tions. It made great efforts in teaching its fighters to severely observe 


discipline. 


The B-24 Infantry Group is discharging its internationalist obligation in 
Laos. Operating on dangerouwS mountainous and forest terrain and in a harsh 
climate, it has upheld proletarian internationalism, endured hardships, 
united and coordinated fighting with friendly units and satisfactorily 
fulfilled its tasks. In fighting and coordinating with friendly units 
against bandits, the unit annihilated more than 650 of the enemy, captured 
1,157 prisoners, recovered 564 rifles and helped our friends bring 11,500 
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civilians under enemy control back to the revolutionary side. It expanded 
and took control of more than 5,000 square kilometers of dangerous terrain. 


The cadres and combatants who operated in all areas respected our friends’ 


policies and customs and maintained good relations with the friendly coun- 
try’s party and local administration. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


DIFFICULTIES IN 2D SIGNAL BATTALION--In carrying out international duty in 
fraternal Kampuchea, the 2d Signal Battalion of the N-79 Group has encountered 
a number of difficulties. At one time, as much as 50 percent of the battalion 
personnel had logged 4 to 5 years of military service and a number of them 
were waiting for their discharge papers so they could return to their homes. 
Faced with this situation, the battalion party committee and command organized 
study sessions for cadres and soldiers to clearly recognize the schemes and 
maneuvers of the enemy and be fully aware of their responsibility to honor their 
lofty international duty. The battalion also launched emulation drives which 
drew an enthusiastic response from the cadres and soldiers. All cadres and 
soldiers had specific targets to struggle for; and weekly and monthly meetings 
were held by the various companies and youth wnion chapters to review efforts 
to achieve the various objectives of the great campaign. Soldiers whose ef- 
forts had lagged were placed under close supervision and given assistance. 
Violations of discipline were subjected to constructive criticism at meetings 
and promptly corrected. Thanks to this, after only a short time, the appear- 
ance of negative phenomena dropped markedly and the battalion satisfactorily 
fulfilled its task of ensuring smooth communications. [Excerpt] [BK051448 
Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1200 GMT 4 Apr 83] 





LAM DONG THEFT CASES--To date Lam Dong Province has set up thousands of 
people's security teams. Through the activities of these people's security 
teams, the people have helped the local security service obtain thousands 
of sources of information and investigate as many as 80 percent of the 
cases involving theft of public property. [BK290849 Hanoi Domestic Service 


in Vietrsmese 2300 GMT 28 Mar 83] 


BORDER DEFENSE UNITS' WORK--Being thoroughly aware of the strategic posi- 
tion of the 9th Military Region in the military, economic and political 
fields, the border defense force in the military region has coordinated 
with other armed units in adopting many measures and plans to firmly safe- 
guard political security, thus contributing to the successful implementa- 
tion of all party lines and policies and state laws. Combat clusters and 
villages have now been set up in all 28 districts in the border areas and 
on offshore islands of those provinces in the military region. Border 
defense units in An Giang, Kien Giang and Ben Tre Provinces have already 
undergone combat training two or three times. They have satisfactorily 
implemented the combat alert system and assigned officers to be on duty 
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at all organs and border defense posts. Apart from firmly consolidating 
their fortifications and combat trenches after the rainy season, various 
border defense units have conducted mopping-up operations or security 
checks against bad elements in remote and vital border areas. As a result, 
they have detected and dealt with hundreds of cases involving persons who 
had no residence registration or who had been found guilty of attempting 
to flee the country illegally and sent dozens of counterrevolutionaries who 
had evaded transformation to reeducation centers. [Text] [BK281615 Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 28 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4209/303 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


"NHAN DAN' EDITORIAL MARKS HUNGARIAN NATIONAL DAY 


0W040809 Hanoi VNA in English 0702 GMT 4 Apr 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 4 Apr, VNA--The national paper, NHAN DAN TODAY editorially 
exalts the great achievements of the Hungarian people on the occasion of 
their 38th national day. 


The paper recalls that in spring 1945, the Hungarian people joined the Soviet 
Army in routing the Hitler fascists and liberating the whole country, thus 
ushering in a new era in the history of the nation, the era of independence, 


freedom and socialism. 


"Under the leadership of the Hungarian socialist workers’ party", the paper 
says, "the Hungarian people have surmounted severe trials, successfully built 
socialism and firmly defended the fruits of the socialist revolution. Sub- 
stantial changes have taken place during the past 25 years, converting Hungary 
into a socialist country with modern industry and agriculture, advanced sci- 
ence and culture, and an improved living standard. [quotation marks as re- 


ceived] 


The paper goes on: 


"The Hungarian People's Republic has made active contributions to the strength 
of the socialist community and to the common struggle of the world people 
against imperialism and other international reactionary forces, for peace and 
security in Europe, and for peace, national independence, democracy and social- 
ism in the world, thereby increasing its international prestige”. 


NHAN DAN also recalls Hungary's economic policy worked out at the 12th HWSP 
Congress with an illustration of remarkable achievements in 1982, and adds: 


"The Vietnamese people warmly welcome the great achievements of the fraternal 
Hungarian people and note with joy that the friendship and allround cooperation 
between the two parties, states and peoles have constantly consolidated and 
developed. Under the leadership of the HSWP headed by esteemed First Secretary 
Janos Kadar, the Hungarian people will succeed in carrying out the resolutions 
of the 12th Hungarian Party Congress and advance vigorously towards developed 


socialism, " 


CSO: 4200/510 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


"NHAN DAN' CALLS FOR TO U.S. GRENADA AGGRESSION 


0W050913 Hanoi VNA in English 0704 GMT 5 Apr 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 5 Apr, VNA--NHAN DAN today condemns the Reagan administration for 
plotting an aggression against Grenada from the territory of a third country. 


The paper points out that while sending mercenaries to Nicaragua, the Reagan 
administration is threatening revolutionary Grenada. 


"The White House's arguments" the paper says, “cannot be accepted even by 
certain people in the American ruling circles. How can Grenada, so small and 
far away from the United States, beathreattothe latter's security? NHAN DAN 
recalls how U.S. imperialism has resorted to a similar pretext to invade 
southern Vietnam and bomb northern Vietnam. "“Theworld situation has under- 
gone great changes. The time has gone when U.S. imperialism could act at 
will. The Reagan administration's shameless charge and crude attempts against 
Grenada have aroused condemnation by progressive public opinion in Latin Amer- 
ica and many other parts of the world,” NHAN DAN says. 





Together with the Nicaraguan revolution, the paper notes, the victorious 
Grenadian revolution has dealt a telling blow on U.S. imperialism to which the 
Caribbean is just its private lake and Latin America its “backyard”. 


The paper says that Washington, frightened by the mounting national and demo- 
cratic revolution in Latin America, is frantically opposing Cuba, Nicaragua 


and Grenada. 


"The Grenadian Government," NHAN DAN notes “has put its armed forces on the 
alert, the entire people, together with the militia, are ready to defend 
their national independence and freedom. A small island with just more than 
a hundred thousand inhabitants is determined to face U.S. imperialism. 


"This is another expression of the heroism of the present world." 


"The Vietnamese people sharply condemn the United States for plotting an ag- 
gression against Grenada, thereby increasing tension in the Caribbean and 
Central America. We believe that the heroic Grenadian people, with the great 
strength of international solidarity, will surmount all difficulties and trials. 
They will firmly defend their national independence and sovereignty from all 
sinister U.S. designs, and will succeed in building a new, progressive and 
prosperous life," NHAN DAN concludes. 

CSO: 4200/510 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


VIETNAMESE WORKERS IN USSR--The first vice chairman of the Soviet state commit- 
tee for labor and social welfare Leonid Kostin told a TASS correspondent that 
almost all young Vietnamese working at Soviet enterprises in 1981 and 1982 
learned their professions and continued to raise the skills while working with 
Soviet workers. Mr Kostin said the number of professions for Vietnamese work- 
ers in the Soviet Union will be increased in 1983. On the U.S. and Western 
countries’ distortions, Mr Kostin pointed out that the U.S. State Department's 
claim that many Vietnamese workers in the Soviet Union have to do manual work 
is not true. Im fact, it is a form of cooperation between the Soviet Union and 
Vietnam to train skilled workers for Vietnamese economic branches. [Text] 
[BKO31414 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 3 Apr 83] 


FRENCH AID ACCORD—-Hanoi, 3 Apr, VNA--The French Government has granted an aid 
of 5,110 tonnes of wheat flour (valued at 6.6 million francs or 949,000 U.S. 
dollars) to the Vietnamese people. An agreement to this effect was signed in 
Paris on April 1 between Ambassador Mai Van Bo on behalf of the Vietnamese 
Government, and J.C. Trichet on behalf of the French Government. Speaking at 
the signing ceremony, Mr J.C. Trichet said this is yet another token of the 
French people's friendship with the Vietnamese people and further proof of the 
French Government's desire to enhance cooperation with Vietnam as expressed 

by External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson during his recent visit to Viet- 
nam. Mr Trichet expressed the hope that the remaining stumbling blocks in 

the Franco-Vietnamese economic relations would be removed soon. Ambassador Mai 
Van Bo thanked the French people and Government for their generous assistance 
and said he wished that the cultural, scientific, technical and political ties 
as well as the friendship between Vietnam and France would develop more and 
more satisfactorily. [Text] [0W031546 Hanoi VNA in English 1521 GMT 3 Apr 83] 


SCIENTIST VISITS U.S. UNIVERSITIES--Hanoi, 4 Apr, VNA--Professor Tran Phuoc 
Duong, director of the tropical fauna and flora research centre of the Can Tho 
University, paid a visit to the United States from March 1 to April 2 as guest 
of the U.S. Committee for Scientific and Technical Cooperation with Vietnan. 
Professor Tran Phuoc Duong gave lectures at Hawaii, Berkeley, David, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, Michigan, (?Harvard), Cornell and other universities in the United 
States. He had extensive discussions with his American colleagues including 
many noted biologists. The American biologists highly appreciated the practi- 
cal significance of Prof Iran Phuoc Duong's lectures, especially that on 
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soybean bacteria. Many expressed the wish for closer cooperation between 
American and Vietnamese scientists. Professor Tran Phuoc Duong left the United 
States on April 2 to visit France, Holland and Belgium. [Text] [0W042032 
Hanoi VNA in English 1522 GMT 4 Apr 83] 


SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION WITH HUNGARY--Hanoi, 4 Apr, VNA--The Vietnam-Hungary 
Commission for Scientific and Technical Cooperation held its fifth session 
here from March 28 to April 2. It was attended by a Vietnamese delegation 
headed by Doan Phuong, vice-chairman of the State Commission for Science and 
Technology and president of the Vietnamese sub-commission, and a Hungarian 
delegation headed by Imre Szekacs, general director of TESCO [Organization for 
International Scientific and Technical Cooperation] and president of the Hun- 
garian sub-commission. The two sides reviewed their work between the fourth 
and fifth sessions and signed a cooperation agreement for 1983. The Hungarian 
delegation was warmly received by Tran Phuong, member of the CPV Central Com- 
mittee and vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers, and Dang Huu, alternate 
member of the CPV CC and chairman of the State Commission for Science and 
Technology. It toured several scientific and technical institutions and pro- 
duction units in various localities. [Text] [0W042044 Hanoi VNA in English 
1553 GMT 4 Apr 83] 


SYMPATHY MESSAGE TO COLOMBIA--Hanoi, 5 Apr, VNA--President Truong Chinh has 
expressed sympathy with Colombia's President Belisario Betancur Cuartas over 
the earthquake in Popayan. He wished the Colombian people prompt recovery 
from the disaster. [Text] [0W050813 Hanoi VNA in English 0700 GMT 5 Apr 
83] 


BINH TRI THIEN GROUP TO LAOS--Hanoi, 6 Apr, VNA--A delegation of Binh Tri Thien 
Province led by Vu Thang, secretary of the province's committee of the Com- 
munist Party of Vietnam, recently visited Savannakhet Province in southern Laos. 
The Binh Tri Thien has helped Savannakhet build an irrigation system, a chicken 
farm, a confectionary and a bakery and other establishments. It also helped 
Xepon District in Savannakhet build a 75-bed modern clinic. [Text] [0W061921 
Hanoi VNA in English 1532 GMT 6 Apr 83] 


YOUTH DELEGATION IN MOSCOW--According to the Soviet news agency TASS, a 
conference of secretaries of youth unions of fraternal couxries was held 
in Moscow on 24 March. The conference discussed various p’vssing issues 
concerning the international youth movement and the struggle for peace, 
detente and disarmament. Participating in the conference were youth dele- 
gations from socialist countries, including Vietnam. [BK290849 Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 27 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4209/303 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


TRAN KIEN ATTENDS LAM DONG PARTY CONGRESS 
BK311548 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 31 Mar 83 


[Text] The party organization of Lam Dong Province recently held its third 
congress of delegates, second phase. Present at the congress was Comrade 
Tran Kien, secretary of the party Central Committee. 


In past years, Lam Dong has made intensive efforts to receive labor from 
other provinces and redistribute labor within the province and, at the 
same time, it has succeeded in motivating 60,000 people of ethnic minority 
groups to adopt settled farming and a settled life. Lam Dong has reclaimed 
30,000 hectares of virgin land, set up 31 new economic sites, built 500 km 
of communications lines and completed 18 irrigation projects. Thanks to 
the enlargement of the cultivated area, the province's gross grain output 
increased from 51,000 tons in 1976 to 95,000 tons in 1982. 


Along with developing grain crops, Lam Dong has made many efforts to pro- 
mote the cultivation of industrial crops and develop forestry to create 
raw material for export and consumption, thereby contributing to stepping 
up production and stabilizing the people's life. 


Almost all the villages in the areas inhabited by ethnic minority people 
now have a dispensary and a school. On the average, one out of every four 
people is now going to school. 


Lam Dong still displays weaknesses in some respects. For instance, the 
grain problem has not yet been firmly resolved; agriculture has not yet 
been closely combined with forestry; the soil is eroded in many areas; and 
forest resources have been exhausted. Moreover, industry has only 
developed slowly. Local sources of raw material have not been exploited 
satisfactorily and the application of progressive science and technology 
in production still remains limited. 


The congress set forth the orientations and tasks for the 1983-85 3-year 
period as follows: Develop to a high degree the spirit of advancing for- 
ward through self-reliance, strengthen the solidarity bloc of the people 
of various nationalities in the province, intensively develop the produc- 
tion of grain and food, urgently bring into play the province's strong 
potentials concerning forests and industrial crops, rapidly accelerate the 
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production of export goods, and correctly combine agriculture with forestry 
and industry and economic construction and development with ecological 
preservation. The province will strive to produce 110,000 tons of grain 

in paddy equivalent this year and plant 5,000 new hectares of coffee and 
1,500 new hectares of tea by 1985. 


Lam Dong will strive to become a province that is strong politically and 
economically, firm in security and national defense and progressive 
culturally and socially. 


Addressing the congress, Comrade Tran Kien stressed: Lam Dong must develop 
agriculture comprehensively. The main and long-term objective of the 
province is to develop short-term and long-term industrial crops. On the 
other hand, it is necessary to vigorously promote livestock breeding to 
match the rate of progress in crop cultivation, with attention given to 
various types of herbivorous domestic animals. By all the most positive 
measures, the province must resolutely preserve and develop its forest 
resources, put an end to the practice of destroying forests for slash-and- 
burn cultivation, and motivate the people to combine agriculture with 
forestry by setting up forest and hill orchards and gradually allocating 
forests and forestry lands to the districts for administration and to the 
cooperatives for exploitation in accordance with set programs and plans and 
the law of the state. Attention must be given to developing the processing 


industry, including manual processing. 


The province, he said, must take evei. »etter care of the material and 
cultural life of the people, especially members of ethnic minority groups 
and settlers in the new economic zones and settlement centers. It is 
necessary to train, foster and develop the contingent of key cadres for 
the various villages and correctly implement the party's nationalities 


policy. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


DONG SY NGUYEN ADDRESSES GIA LAI-CONG TUM CONGRESS 
OW261527 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 24 Mar 83 


[Excerpts] The second round of the Eighth Party Organization Congress of 
Gia Lai-Cong Tum was held recently. Comrade Dong Sy Nguyen, alternate 
member of the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee, attended 


the congress. 


Addressing the congress, Comrade Dong Sy Nguyen said: Gia Lai-Cong Tum 
is a vast province with rich resources, much fertile land and a climate 
suitable for many crops. For this reason it has sufficient conditions 
to comprehensively develop agriculture, forestry and industry, particu- 
larly the processing industry. By implementing correct policies and 
positive measures, the Gia Lai-Cong Tum party organization and people 
must rapidly and thoroughly tap the province's economic strength. They 
should vigorously develop long-term industrial crops such as tea, coffee 


and rubber. 


Along with economic development, they must give adequate importance to 
public security and national defense tasks, uphold vigilance and smash 
all the enemy's sabotage plots in good time. They should pay attention 
to the work of party building and consolidation of party committee 
echelons, the administration and mass organizations; devote efforts to 
motivating and organizing revolutionary action movements; and successfully 


implement the party's resolutions. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


VCP TO DISSEMINATE SOCIALIST CONFERENCE DEGREES 
BK060733 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 5 Apr 83 


[Text] After hearinga report by the VCP delegation to the Ninth Conference 
of the Communist and Workers Party Central Committee secretaries from the so- 
cialist countries on the issues of ideology and foreign affairs, the VCP Cen- 
tral Committee Secretariat recently agreed with the observation and con- 
clusions of the conference on the development of the world situation and with 
the measures taken by the representatives of fraternal parties at the con- 
ference. 


The VCP Central Committee Secretariat has decided to organize the dissemina- 
tion of decrees made at this conference to all the leading and key cadres 

of diplomatic, information, propaganda, cultural and educational agencies 
of the party and the state. The party and state agencies involved will be 
charged with implementing the agreements specified in the minutes of the con- 
ference, and the Central Committee departments of foreign affairs and prop- 
paganda and training will be entrusted with helping the secretariat dissemi- 
nate the contents of the conference documents to all the related agencies so 
they can understand them thoroughly and realistically in their activities. 
These departments will also be entrusted with supervising and controlling 
the implementation of the above agreements. 


CSO: 4209/315 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


"NHAN DAN' ON MOTIVATING YOUTH FOR REVOLUTION 
BK261420 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 25 Mar 83 
[NHAN DAN 26 March editorial: "The Strategic Problem of the Revolution"] 


[Text] Commemorating the 52d founding anniversary of the Ho Chi Minh Com- 
munist Youth Union, our people are extremely proud of the very glorious 
traditions and the comprehensively firm and strong maturity of the revolu- 
tionary youth organization that is the reserve body and the arm of the 


party. 


The more than 50-year history of the union is linked closely to the 
party's glorious history. It is the history of heroism of several suc- 
cessive young generations which have struggled for the lofty ideals of 
.ndependence, freedom and socialism. 


Youths are the assault force of the socialist revolution on the fronts of 
transformation and construction. They have enthusiastically set out to 
clear virgin land and build new economic zones, applied technological 
innovations to agricultural production and worked in conformity with the 
slogan saying that we should work better today than yesterday and work 


better tomorrow than today. 


At the worksites named after the communist youths, there are always pro- 
gressive youths who are eager to study and engage in research and creative 
work. Nevertheless, there are still many major problems in youth motiva- 
tion to be studied and resolved more satisfactorily in order to meet the 


requirements of the new historic stage. 


The fifth party congress resolution stipulates: Motivating youth is of 
special importance. This is a strategic problem of the revolution and 

the responsibility of the entire system of proletarian dictatorship. 
Consequently, the party organizations at all levels are dutybound to 
intensify leadership over youth tasks and attentively link the development 
of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union with party development, making 
the youth union worthy of being the party's effective arm and powerful 


reserve body. 


Under the leadership of all party committee echelons, we should properly 
organize the division of labor and coordinate closely with all sectors, 
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mass organizations and state agencies to motivate youths. Depending on 
their functions, all sectors, mass organizations and state agencies must 
participate practically and effectively in this undertaking of great polit- 
ical and social significance. This undertaking involves tasks ranging from 
conducting propaganda, education and basic and advanced training and 
utilizing youths, to resolving specific problems concerning youths’ mate- 
rial and cultural lives. 


The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union is charged with a great role and 
mission. It must be a truly communist school; organize, educate and forge 
the young generations into new socialist men; protect valuable legacies; 
and faithfully and commendably carry on the revolutionary cause of the 
party and nation. 


Large numbers of our youths have progressed through labor, combat and study 
and have aspired very legitimately to join the youth union. The youth 
union organizations, especially in the southern provinces, should be more 
alert and active in attracting youths to the party. They must initiate 
correct, appropriate and creative methods to motivate and organize youths 
of different objectives and to unite the young generations throughout the 


country. 


Educating youths on communist ideals and traditional heroism, raising their 
sense of collective mastery and guiding them in healthy living constitute 
the very important contents of today's youth education. 


The youth union should coordinate with all sectors to launch movements for 
youths’ revolutionary acts, enabling youths in all localities to assume the 
vanguard role and score outstanding achievements in all fields. 


We should boldly entrust youths with responsibilities, encourage them and 
create conditions for them to make contributions and perform creative work 
for the sake of the socialist fatherland and the people's and their own 


happiness. 


We should pay the most attention to youths’ legitimate interests, create 
job opportunities for them, organize their spiritual and cultural lives in 
a healthy manner and resolutely struggle to repel and eliminate the influ- 
ence of decadent culture and lifestyle which is adversely affecting some 


of our youths. 


The young generations of our country are charged with the heavy responsi- 
bility for the sacred cause of building and defending the socialist Vietnam 


fatherland. 


Let youths live, fight, work and study after great Uncle Ho's examples. 
They must live in a wholesome, healthy and noble manner. They must be 
eager to work and study in order to be able to master themselves, the 


society and nature. 
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On the occasion of the 52d founding anniversary of the glorious Ho Chi Minh 
Communist Youth Union, we would like to remind all youth union members and 
all youths of what General Secretary Le Duan repeatedly urged in early 
spring this year: Let the Vietnamese young generations remain always 
worthy of their ancestors and of the expectations, love and trust of the 


party. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


GOALS SET FOR DONG NAI TO CORRECT SHORTCOMINGS, TO PROSPER 


Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 2 Mar 83 pp2, 4 


[Article by Le Huyen Thong: "Dong Nai Provincial Party Organization Con- 
gress (2nd Session) -- Province To Build A Diversified Economy and To Be- 


come Prosperous" | 





[Text] Dong Nai has an area of 760,000 hectares and nearly 1 million people. 
It is a province having forests, the sea, rice, subsidiary food crops and land 
suitable for many kinds of industrial crops. 


As he appeared at the provincial party organization congress this time, Gen- 
eral Secretary Le Duan keenly analyzed further the favorable natural condi- 
tions and abundant potential capabilities of Dong Nai, which "has the right 
conditions for building itself, with a rational agricultural and industrial struc- 
ture serving as a basis for achieving the working people's collective owner- 
ship right, into one that has a diversified and prosperous economy. " 


In the last few years, the quantities of technical materials supplied by the 
state were steadily decreased. The quantities of cement, iron and fuels 
alone in 1982 were down to nearly 30 percent of the 1977 figures. Natural 
calamities affected the production task. By overcoming such challenges, 
Dong Nai's production and construction continued to develop. The congress 
affirmed that agriculture had developed in a relatively total manner and was 
gradually going into specialized cultivation. The gross grain output converted 
to paddy equivalent in the last 3 years increased by 52 percent compared to 
the preceding years. The 1982 paddy output of 170,000 tons was the highest 
annual output obtained since the liberation. Beans showed rather fast in- 
creases, in terms of both area and output. Soybean alone increased from 
over 8,000 hectares in 1976 to 23,000 hectares in 1982, with output reaching 
18,000 tons. Animal husbandry in many districts was developed at a fast 
pace. In the districts that grew many subsidiary food crops, more and more 
hogs were raised. Every year the state was able to get larger and larger 
quantities of grain, foods and other farm commodities. In 1982, the largest 
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figures were reached: 51,000 tons of grain, over 3,500 tons of pork and over 
14,000 tons of soybean. A lot of progress was achieved in the production of 
industrial, forest and marine products. The distribution and circulation ac- 
tivities showed efforts to get hold of sources of goods and to serve production 
and export. The cultural, information and press activities showed a new de- 
velopment in a number of fields. Political security was maintained. There 
was much progress in building up the local armed forces. These achieve- 
ments were closely linked with gradually dismantling the all-inclusive admin- 
istrative mechanism, building up the district level and strengthening and con- 


solidating the basic level. 





A Question Was Raised 


In the light of the resolutions of the 5th Party Congress and 3rd Plenum of the 
VCP Central Committee (5th session), the Dong Nai party organization con- 
gress raised the questions to be asked immediately, followed up the strengths 
and concentrated energy on correcting the failures and shortcomings in leader- 
ship in connection with the economic and social transformation, construction 
and management. What deserved interest was the fact that production had 
been developed but the results obtained were still small and irregular and did 
not conform with the existing conditions and capabilities. In agriculture, the 
leadership over practicing intensive cultivation was far from good. The tenth- 
month rice crop yield increased slowly. The yields of other crops did not in- 
crease. The effectiveness of capital invested in agriculture was poor, The 
quality of breeding animals, particularly breeding hogs, was declining. The 
efforts to afforest, to improve and take care of forests failed to keep pace 
with the rate of exploiting the existing forests. Forest destruction and fires 
still were a serious problem. Bare hills still totaled about 50,000 hectares. 
The management of forest products still involved considerable waste and loss. 
The state-operated forestry force was being developed too slowly. Although 
the marine and sea products sector was consolidated and strengthened, the 
catching force was still small. The activities of this sector was yet to satisfy 
the consumption and export needs. Although the producing capacity of indus- 
try, small industry and handicrafts was rather great, their contributions to 
serving agriculture and processing ofagricultural, forest and sea products 
were still negligible. Production of bricks and tiles was declining. In the 
case of many products that were made, their quality was poor but their costs 
were high. The district-level industries were developing slowly. Many enter- 
prises did not seriously observe the system of delivering products; there still 
were mistakes in drawing up plans at the basic level anc :ing the three in- 


terests. 


Analyzing the actual situation that had prevailed in the last term, the congress 
raised this question: Why were the above-mentioned shortcomings not over- 
come ata faster rate? There were many reasons behind the socioeconomic 


231 








situation remaining difficult, and even serious in some aspects. First of all, 
the reason was poor production manageinent. In some cases, it was due to 
the fact that the material investment in production was too little and that the 
conditions were not appropriate for application of advanced techniques. Prop- 
er importance was not attached to the task of building up districts and 
strengthening the basic level. Some problems that arose from the decentral- 
izing process in favor of districts were not resolved in time. The projects 
that involved cadres and the district-level machinery were decided upon and 
perfected too slowly. The village and subward machinery was too weak in 
many localities. The policy on basic-level cadres was not implemented fur- 
ther. To find an answer to the above question, the congress emphasized that 
one of the main reasons for not having overcome more quickly the shortcom- 
ings, weaknesses and difficulties was the fact that the socialist transforma - 
tion had not been urgently achieved in regard to the privately-operated and 
-owned industry and commerce, forestry, agriculture, small business, small 
industry and handicrafts. Experience has shown that transformation along 
with construction in cities and rural areas, being linked with the struggle for 
restoration of the socialist order on the distribution and circulation front, 
would be the most urgent thing to be resolved in order to step up production. 
The fact that individual production still occupied a major portion restricted 
the drafting of projects and plans, investment and the application of advanced 
techniques and adversely affected many aspects of economic and social man- 
agement. Why was the transformation of agriculture in Dong Nai slow? First 
of all, many cadres and party members still had a vague concept of the class 
Struggle, the struggle between the two roads in the transitional period. A 
number of party members, including some key cadres, had failed to be truly 
exemplary, nor had they been enthusiastic enough to take part in the trans- 
formation of agriculture. In the case of forestry, the reorganization of pro- 
duction was neglected. Although the policy of assigning the management of 
forest land to districts had been existing for a long while, it was not yet im- 
plemented. The state-operated forestry was being developed too slowly. In 
the exploiting and processing tasks, the major activity was to use contractors 
and individuals. In the organization of production and operation of the state- 
operated and jointly-operated units in forestry there still were duplications, 
shortcomings and action based on personal convenience. In the sea and ma- 
rine products sector, the state-operated installations remained weak. In 
cities, individuals running their private business were more numerous than 
before. The state had not been able to get hold of a larger part of the essen- 
tial goods. The dishonest business people who had been resorting to specula- 
tion, smuggling and disruption of market were not yet punished firmly and 
appropriately. The fact that the transformation of privately-operated and 
-owned industry and commerce had been underestimated was one of the rea- 
sons behind the lack of balance between money and goods, the continued in- 
crease of prices and the appearance of negative phenomena in society. 
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From Three Strengths 


At the provincial party organization congress General Secretary Le Duan of- 
fered these instructions: '' Dong Nai must know how to develop its three 
strengths -- agriculture, forestry and fishery -- and particularly combine 
agriculture with forestry in order to quickly extend the area for the major 
crops, which must be considered the greatest source of wealth and an impor- 
tant support for the construction of the socialist large-scale production. "' 


Agriculture is the topmost front in the process of developing these three 
strengths. Grain is the number-one need in the years ahead. Pay attention 

to making concentrated investment in favor of cooperatives, production collec- 
tives and areas of high output and rate of production of goods. Increase fer- 
tilizers and insecticide; change seeds and perfect agricultural irrigation. 
Strive to obtain by 1985 the following average crop yields: rice, 30 quintals or 
more per hectare; corn, 20 quintals per hectare per season, and thus to boost 
the total grain production to 420,000-450, 000 tons converted to paddy equiva- 
lent and the per capita average to about 200 kilograms. 


The congress decided to extend the area of short-term industrial crops on the 
basis of growing additional crops and stepping up intensive cultivation in the 
specialized-cultivation areas, mostly soybean, peanut, sugar cane and tobacco. 
For soybean alone, strive to have a cultivated area of 36,000-40,000 hectares 
by 1985, with a volume of production of over 43,000 tons. (This year try to 
get about 28,000 tons.) About the long-term industrial crops, extend the area 
for first-time growing of the trees which we have had long experience about 
(rubber, coffee, dieu tieu and coconut) and carry out these mottoes, ‘the state 
and the people work together" and "the central and local levels work together. "' 


Animal husbandry was positively discussed along the line of achieving develop- 
ment of domestic animals and fowls of all kinds. First ofall, assume leader- 
ship so as to quickly increase the number of hogs being raised and to create a 
new strength for the province. The main direction to take is to develop fami- 
ly-based animal husbandry in rural areas and in the localities that grow many 


subsidiary food crops. 


How would we attain the above-mentioned goals? All delegates unanimously 
agreed on stepping up the socialist transformation of agriculture, striving to 
achieve a total development of agriculture and attaching importance to inten- 
sive cultivation for both rice and subsidiary food crops, which would have to 
be practiced in an active and steady manner and with areas of importance in 
mind. As an immediate step, neatly complete all land adjustments so as to 
establish additional production collectives where conditions are right for them 
and steadily consolidate the collective economic units that have already been 


set up. 
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To attach proper importance to protecting, caring for and improving forests 
and afforesting is both a top-priority requirement in forestry and aimed at 
further developing the second strength and creating favorable conditions for 
combining agriculture with forestry. The goal approved by the congress, 
namely, to have 2,500 hectares of new forests and to plant 1.5 million trees 
on a scattered basis by the people, is fully within our realistic ability to 
reach along with organizing, exploiting, distributing and using forest prod- 
ucts in a more effective manner. In the protection of forests, keep at any 
cost the forest reserves. Quickly plant trees on bare hills. Achieve ina 
neat manner the decentralizing task of assigning land and forests to districts 
for them to manage and do business. Further extend the settled-farming- 


and-settled-life zones. 


The congress also recommended a measure to be taken to develop the third 
strength so as to catch each year 14,000 tons of sea products, including 
600-1,000 tons to be exported. Beginning this year, the marine products 
sector, in addition to the task of maintaining balance within itself, has to 
quickly increase accumulation and to make contributions to the province. The 
question that is raised is to urgently improve and reorganize production 
among fishermen and salt producers. Carry out the plan for increasing the 
work force in fishery for the Xuyen Moc and Long Dat coastal zones. Contin- 
ue to consolidate the state-operated fishing fleet. Along with catching, con- 
centrate on investing in extending the areas for raising sea products, particu- 
larly in the areas close to the salt and brackish water zones of the coastal 
districts and Long Thanh District. Both catching and raising are to give pri- 


o rity to obtaining sea products for export. 


On the basis of a total agricultural development and these three strengths 
make a step toward reorganizing production; continue to build and develop in- 
dustry, particularly small industry and handicrafts; rationally combine indus- 
try with agriculture and other economic sectors in the province, and on the 
district scale. The important thing to do is to try first to fully use the exist- 
ing producing capacity and to exploit the local source of raw materials so as 
to step up production of consumer goods and export. 


The congress emphasized the role of industry, mostly the machine industry 
and processing industry, which directly affect the development of the economy 
to produce more commodities. Close to Ho Chi Minh City, Dong Nai is under 
favorable conditions to do business with the Nam Bo and central provinces in 
order to further expand its occupations, jointly-operated production and large- 
scale enterprise. All activities in the fields of communications and transpor- 
tation, posts and telegraph, building, distribution and circulation, finance 

and banking and the cultural and information activities must all be directed 
toward exploiting the three strengths in order to contribute efforts to quickly 
turning the province into one having a diversified economy and prosperity. 
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Some Matters of Concern 


There was an issue that delegates at the congress were concerned about. To 
talk about developing the locality's three strengths wouid require organizing 
effective use of the work force and combining labor with land, forests, the 
sea and the existing material and technical base. The annual reserve labor 
in Dong Nai was as much as 40,000 people. Many delegates suggested such 
measures as adopting the economic-lever policies, improving and strengthen- 
ing the planning task, applying the progresses in science and technology, 
strengthening the socialist law, etc. All of these measures are aimed at de- 
veloping the manpower potential in order to effectively exploit the land and re- 
sources that now exist in the province. According to the resolution proposed 
at the congress, the Municipality of Bien Hoa will resolve the labor question 


along these two principal lines: 





- To develop occupations and to extend the food belt in its outskirts so as to 
attract labor into production. To pay attention to exploiting the Tan Phong 


area. 


- To build and develop new economic zones and agricultural and forestry eco- 
nomic installations near the municipality. 


All districts are to organize and move the mass movement toward fulfillment 
of labor obligation by adopting the forms and measures appropriate for dif- 
ferent people and aimed at encouraging everybody to contribute energy and 
money to the economic and cultural construction in the locality. 


A significant matter is to strengthen the efficiency of the governmental ma- 
chinery at all levels and to improve and heighten the effectiveness of the 
socioeconomic managerial task. In this matter, utmost importance must be 
attached to renewing the management system and improving the planning task. 
In addition to considering the provincial plan the central point of interest, all 
echelons are to pay attention to properly applying the goods-money and mar- 
ket relationships in order to supplement the plan, with the use of the organ- 
ized market being the principal interest. On the basis of ensuring favorable 
conditions for production, they have to concentrate their efforts on getting 


hold of goods and money. 


All of the above-mentioned measures are closely linked with perfecting the 
basic party organization, building up districts and strengthening the district 
level, doing good cadres-related work, improving working methods and rais- 
ing the capacity of all sectors and echelons to handle management. First of 
all, pay attention to consolidating the basic party organization in subwards, 
villages, the armed and public security forces and the important economic 


units. 


5598 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


BRIEFS 


SECRETARIAT APPROVES CONFERENCE DOCUMENTS--Hanoi, 6 Apr, VNA--The Secretariat 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee has approved the assess- 
ments and conclusions on the development of the current world situation by 
the recent conference on ideological work and external relations of secre- 
taries of the central committees of the communist and workers’ parties of 
socialist countries. After heatiq@a report of the Vietnamese delegation to 
the conference, the party Central Committee Secretariat decided to popularize 
the documents adopted and speed up the implementation ofthe provisions agreed 
upon at the conference. [Text] [0W062018 Hanoi VNA in English 1557 GMT 


6 Apr 83] 


cso: 4200/510 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


PROVINCES REVIEW, SIGN EMULATION AGREEMENTS 
BKO31016 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 2 Apr 83 


[Text] On 1 April in Quang Ninh, eight northern border provinces held a con- 
ference to review the implementation of their emulation agreement for 1982 
and sign emulation agreement for 1983. 


A striking feature of the emulation movement conducted in 1982 by the eight 
provinces was that they succeeded in launching an intensive mass movement to 
satisfactorily resolve various problems involvingthe production of grain 

and food, procurement activities and delivery of goods for export, build 
border villages and promote army-people solidarity. The people of all nation- 
alities and soldiers in the eight northern mountain provinces made many ef- 
forts to overcome difficulties and hardships to gradually stabilize living con- 
ditions, step up production, stand ready for combat and maintain constant 
vigilance in their struggle to defeat the enemy's multifaceted war of sabot- 
age, maintain political security and public order, and firmly defend the 


fatherland's border. 


Despite the difficulties of weather, harmful insects, diseases and a shortage 
of supplies, the six provinces of Lang Son, Quang Ninh, Ha Tuyen, Bac Thai, 
Hoang Lien Son and Lai Chau were still able to accelerate production. In parti- 
cular, Lang Son and Quang Ninh overfulfilled their production targets by 9 to 
10.7 percent. The five provinces of Quang Ninh, Lang Son, Ha Tuyan, Hoang 

Lian Son and Son La overfulfilled their grain obligation quotas. All the pro- 
vinces exceeded the targets for the value of export goods, with Lai Chau ful- 
flling 156.9 percent of the plan in particular. 


The representatives o. eight northern mountain provinces signed an emulation 
agreement for 1983 which calls for continuing to step up the mass revolutionary 
movement to satisfactorily carry out the two strategic tasks of building and 
defending the fatherland's northerr frontier. 


CSO: 4209/3115 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 





NGUYEN HUY ARTICLE ON COLLECTIVE, FAMILY ECONOMIES; PART I 
BK300400 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 4 Mar 83 p 2 


[Article by Nguyen Huy: "To Discuss the Correct Settlement of the Relation- 
ship Between Collective and Family Economies"™] 


[Text] We have now reached a theoretical unanimity on the form of advancing 
peasants to socialism. We have also understood the position and role of the 
collectivized peasants’ family economy. What should be emphasized here is 
that to reach such a unanimous agreement, many socialist countries had to 
pay a price, in some cases a fairly high price. Even the Soviet Union, the 
first socialist country to find the suitable form to settle the relation- 
ship between families and collectives in building socialism in the rural 
areas, had to pay a high price for long belittling the economy of farmers’ 
families. In our country, the economy of cooperative members’ families has 
been belittled and even restricted for many years. This has caused us many 
losses. This has stemmed from our failure to correctly realize the impor- 
tance of the coliectivized farmers’ family economy. Noteworthy is that this 
phenomena, which has taken place in the course of implementing the party 
line, is at variance with the party line and the statutes of agricultural 
cooperatives in our country and, at times, has not been promptly corrected. 
Such a phenomenon seems to reflect a clear-cut attitude in divorcing from 
the former economic system. Nevertheless, the main reason is that, from 

the theoretical viewpoint, we have not realized correctly the relationship 
between the collectivized peasants’ families and the new form of socio- 
economic organization-~the agricultural cooperatives--in the process of 
advancing peasants to socialism. Another reason is that we have too ele- 
mentary a knowledge of socialism and that the influence of peasants’ 
egalitarianism is still dominant. 


According to the party line of socialist transformation with regard to 
agriculture and according to the regulations on agricultural cooperatives 
in our country, the agricultural production cooperative is the form of 
socioeconomic organization for the collective peasantry. Its economy is 
composed of two parties: the collective economy and the cooperative 
members’ family economy. Both of them take on a socialist character. The 
facilities of the colle-tive economy include 95 percent of the land and 
ricefields, other collectivized major production means and the entire 
source of labor--cooperative members--and all the production development 
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AGRICULTURE 


LOCALITIES URGED TO GROW SUBSIDIARY CROPS 
BK270513 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 26 Mar 83 


[Text] Because of their recent concentration on planting the winter- 
spring rice crop, various localities have been slow in growing spring 
subsidiary food crops and industrial plants and have fallen short of their 
cultivation plan. As of 15 March, all localities throughout the country 
had grown only 643,000: hectares of vegetables, subsidiary food crops and 
industrial plants, a drop of nearly 140,000 hectares from the corresponding 
period in 1982, and some 257,000 hectares less than the same period in 1981. 
Specifically, the localities have fulfilled only 43.2 percent of the sub- 
sidiary food crop plan, 41.6 percent of the vegetables and legume plan, 


and 64.7 percent of the industrial crop plan. 


Recently, many localities have realized that the time to grow spring vege- 
tables, subsidiary food crops and industrial plants is almost over. For 
this reason, after basically completing the planting of winter-spring rice, 
they have set aside adequate manpower for and intensified guidance in 
speeding up the cultivation of those crops which could still be planted, 
striving to put all the remaining area under crops. 


Over the past 10 days, all localities throughout the country have planted 
nearly 90,000 more hectares, including 60,000 hectares of subsidiary food 
crops and 15,000 hectares of industrial plants. Because of their active 
preparation of seeds, early tilling and adequate allocation of manpower to 
the task even when they were busy growing rice, a number of localities have 
achieved a fast pace in planting some subsidiary food crops, thereby ful- 
filling their plan by a high percentage. Specifically, Quang Nam-Danang, 
Binh Tri Thien, Phu Khanh and Hai Hung Provinces have fulfilled 80-90 per- 
cent of their sweet potato area plan. Binh Tri Thien and Phu Khanh have 


also fulfilled 80-90 percent of their corn area plan. 


CSO: 4209/303 





AGRICULTURE 


HANOI RADIO REVIEWS AGRICULTURAL SITUATION 


OWO51417 Hanoi Domestic Seryice in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 30 Mar 83 


[Summary] Last week, peasants throughout the country continued to sow and 
transplant winter-spring rice and to fertilize their fields. The General 
Statistics Department reported that, by the end of March, the whole country had 
put more than 1.6 million hectares of winter-spring rice under sowing or trans- 
planting, attaining 94.1 percent of the plan. 


The northern provinces sowed or transplanted on 1.24 million hectares,that is 
96 percent of the plan. The southern provinces and cities sowed or trans- 
planted winter-spring rice on some 600,000 hectares, that is 91 percent of the 
plan. Rice in the central Vietnam coastal provinces is being hit by severe 
drought. The rice acreage affected by harmful insects also increased compared 
with last week. More than 100,000 hectares of rice are being affected by in- 


sects. 


Along with rapid sowing or transplanting of late rice, the provinces with ripe 
rice are urgently and rapidly harvesting. Long An overfulfilled its rice 
production plan by more than 4 quintals per hectare. Rice yield of Cai Lay 
District, Tien Giang Province, and Cho Moi and Phu Tan districts, An Giang 
Province, was more than 40 quintals per hectare. By the end of March, the 
souther provinces and cities harvested more than 160,000 hectares. 


In growing vegetables, subsidiary and industrial crops, by the end of March, 
the whole country put some 700,000 hectares under cultivation, some 50 percent 


of the plan. 


The season for growing spring vegetables and subsidiary crops has ended in the 
southern provinces, and so the planting tempo was slow. The northern provinces 
continued to grow plants that are still in season, such as corn, cassava and —~ 
beans of various types. Over the past 10 days, the various regions put some 
50,000 hectares more under cultivation. In general, the growing of vegetables, 
subsidiary and industrial crops for the spring season was slow this year. Most 
of the plants mnder cultivation did not reach the targets. 


In order to ensure food production during the winter-spring season this year, 
the various regions should concentrate efforts on fertilizing the areas of 
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transplanted rice. They should try all means to protect rice from drought 

and discover harmful insects in good time to eradicate them as soon as they 
appear. They must immediately grow vegetables and subsidiary crops which are 
still in season and care well for the planted acreage to achieve a high output. 
They should eradicate epidemics among domestic animals. 


cso: 4209/315 





AGRICULTURE 


BRIEFS 


LONG SON GRAIN TARGET--A conference was held recently by Lang Son Province 
to discuss measures to consolidate cooperatives and improve socialist pro- 
duction relations in the countryside. Apart from seriously reviewing short- 
comings in the implementation of the party's policies, directives and reso- 
lutions on improving new production relations, the conference set forth 
concrete measures for comprehensive agricultural development in an effort 

to achieve the target of 130,000 tons of grain in 1983. [BK290849 Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 28 Mar 83] 


HA SON BINH RICE--As of 5 March, the last day of the cultivation schedule, 
Ha Son Binh Province was able to plant winter-spring rice on only 83 per- 
cent of the planned acreage. The province has instructed all districts 
and cooperatives to intensively care for this rice in order to ensure a 
relatively high yield. [BK290849 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0400 GMT 25 Mar 83] 


DROUGHT IN NORTHERN PROVINCES--More than 120,000 hectares of rice in Hai Hung, 
Ha Bac, Ha Nam Ninh, Ha Son Binh and Thanh Hoa provinces are facing the cur- 
rent drought. Shortage of water for ricefields is noted in some localities 
while cultivated areas in other places are cracking due to the drought. In 
March the electric power sector provided a steady supply of 33 megawatts of 
electricity to serve agriculture. The sector has recently decided to cut 

the electric power supply to a number of loads in categories two and three, 
and to cut the power supply on a rotation basis to a number of municipalities 
and cities in order to provide a power output of 40 megawatts to serve agri- 
cultural production. In drought-stricken areas, the sector decided to supply 
electric power on a 24-hour basis to large water pumping stations and linking 
stations of various farmland irrigation projects, and on a 20-hour basis to 
small water pumping stations. [Text] [BK060656 Hanoi Domestic Service in 


Vietnamese 2300 GMT 5 Apr 83] 


cso: 4209/315 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


BRIEFS 


HAIPHONG COAL SUPPLY CONTROL--The Haiphong Coal Supply Corporation recently 
coordinated with the city public security and self-defense militia forces 
in conducting a search of nine illegal coal storing and marketing points. 
The search resulted in the recovery of more than 600 tons of coal for the 
state. [(BK290849 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 29 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4209/303 
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LIGHT INDUSTRY 


INTERVIEW WITH INDUSTRIAL SERVICE DIRECTOR 


Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 12 Jan 83 p 3 


{Interview with Nguyen Dinh Lac, director of the Industrial Service, on the 
occasion of the New Year] 


[Text] Question: The fact that the enterprises subordinate to the 
Municipal Industrial Service overfulfilled the 1982 plan and achieved an 
increase over both 1981 and 1979 is the result of efforts which we may be 
proud of. Will you please elaborate upon the diverse facets of these 
efforts and the effective measures conducive to this achievement. 


Answer: Since the newspaper HANOI MOI has already reported on the overful- 
fillment of the 1982 plan by the enterprises subordinate to the 

Industrial Service, we will not speak again about these norms. What must 
be said more clearly is the fact that we could fulfill only 65 percent of 
the yearly plan by the end of a 9-month period, which prompted many people 
to doubt whether we would be able to accomplish our mission [by the end of 
1982]. However, owing to our service's determination to exercise guidance 
and to the dynamic spirit displayed and the creative and urgent measures 
formulated by the enterprises, it was possible to conclude the yearly plan 
successfully through the material and electric supplies were not as 
sufficient as in the fourth quarters of the past years. Out of 56 enter- 
prises, 54 fulfilled the first part of the plan, 44 carried out the plan with 
higher norms than in 1981 and 29 attained higher norms than in 1979, 


Question: At the beginning of the fourth quarter of 1982, your service 
focused its guidance efforts on two types of export goods which were produced 
in large quantities and which were the knitted clothes made by the Thang Long 
Knitted Goods Combine and the bicycles manufactured by the Hanoi Bicycles 
Combine. Please teil us about the result of these efforts. 


Answer: By revamping production organization according to the conditions 

of handicrafts and products and by fullying using equipment, professional 
skills and workshops, the Thang Long Knitted Goods Combine reached the 

norm of 3 million knitted clothes for export. On its part, the Hanoi 
Bicycles Combine produced only a very small quantity of bicycles for export 
because it experienced many difficulties with material and energy supply and 
because technical guidance and organization were not yet concentrated. 
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Question: What new technical progress wa ~ 7¢ last year? 


Answer: Many enterprises drew up and carried out technical progress 
programs, implemented 182 themes and accomplished 130 valuable ones. There 
were 28 note-worthy projects including the quick installation of a dryer 

at the Towel Weaving Factory, the improved quality of the 1.4-meter long 
blade ceiling fans and the 400- and 225-mm long blade desk fans manufactured 
by the Thong Nhat Electric Motors Enterprise which won the Class 1 quality 
control stamp, the improved quality and stepped-up production of desk 

lamps and household-use scissors by the Thang Long Metal Goods Enterprise 
which was awarded the quality stamp for its 10-wick oil ovens, the water 
pressure presses and the 4-layer sandal heel presses independently 
manufactured by the self-equipped Thong Nhat and Ham Rong Rubber Enterprises, 
the perfected industrial method of making renovating dies by the To Chau 
Enterprise and the experimental industrial production of peco“ weaving 
threads by the 10-10 Weaving Enterprise and the Hanoi Knitted Goods 
Enterprise. At present, our service is completing the examination and 
formulation of product quality standards. 





Question: In pursuance of the 25-CP Supplementary Decision, what changes 
have the enterprises effected? 


Answer: The enterprises have expanded the product contract system in 

paying wages and have correctly applied various forms of reward. After 
drawing up plans, the enterprises have convened a conference of manual and 
office workers to discuss measures to implement the plans. Clearly aware of 
the association of their personal interests with those of their units, 

male and female employees have developed initiatives in exploiting materials, 
in seeking diverse categories of goods, in reorganizing production and in 
strengthening management. On completion of the plans, the interests of 

both the laborers and the collective have thus been assured. The average 
monthly income of each manual and office worker ranges between 400 and 500 
dong. The Leather Shoes Enterprise, X40 Enterprise, Hanoi Knitted Goods 
Enterprise, 10-10 and 19-5 Weaving Enterprises and Firecrackers Enterprise 
have increased the income of workers and cadres by finding additional jobs for 
them and by letting out work on contract with their families. 


Question: What problems remain to be solved by the enterprises subordinate 
to your service? 


Answer: We may consider the following shortcomings and remaining problems: 


--Despite some progress, scientific-technical activities are still at a low 
level compared with the set goals and requirements, many technical progress 
themes have been implemented slowly, the quality of products is still low 
and the product manufacturing cost has not yet been substantial [ly reduced]. 
Many scientific-technical standards have not yet been complemented and 
perfected and their application not yet organized. 


--Though relatively great, technical and labor potentials have not yet 
been exploited satisfactorily. Especially, there have been a failure to 
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coordinate production and business, a lingering habit of doing business in 
a passive fashion and without shrewdness, a failure to estimate economic 
effectiveness, to use business activities to promote production and to 
understand and take hold of material sources in the market and also a 

lack of experience and skill in transfer and circulation which has made it 
impossible to rotate [materials] many times. On the contrary, certain 
enterprises have not developed production strongly because they have 
concentrated too much on business activities... 


--In recent years, though we have known how to bring dynamism into play, 
the management of product quality, assets and economic norms... has been 
exercised loosely and the system of submitting reports and asking for 
instructions has not been applied strictly in an organizational and 
disciplinary spirit. The organs of our service have also failed to provide 
timely guidance for the enterprises to implement various systems. 


Since the various ministries have neither determined these systems nor 
issued timely and specific directives on them, this neglect has diminished 
the result of the implementation of new economic policies. 


Question: What conclusions have you drawn from the 1982 plan implementation 
which can be considered to be useful experiences for this year? 


Answer: Following are six major conclusions which we have drawn 
preliminarily and briefly from the actual situation in the enterprises: 


--Products of an aesthetic nature and good quality must be selected. Last 
year, many new and improved products occupied a position in the market 
because they met its requirements. 


--In the face of difficulties, the state positions and policies must be 
implemented most effectively and actively. This is a matter of principle 
and dynamism. 


--Only by coordinating the exploitation of unplanned materials with the 
application of technical regulations can one obtain products of a high 
use value. Technical waste leads to economic waste. 


--Economic stimuli must be used properly to promote the establishment and 
consolidation of a new management pattern. 


--It is necessary to associate [production] with business activities and to 
take advantage of these activities to step up production, 


--The aggregate strength of the above-mentioned factors must be brought 
into play to boldly increase the production rate. 


Question: What are the guidelines, targets and spearheading categories of 
goods of your service in 1983? 
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--Answer: This year our sector has set forth four major targets: 
Reorganizing production on the basis of fundamental staple commodities; 
concentrating efforts on staple consumer and export goods which are in 
great demand; developing the strong position of the mechanical engineering 
sector to meet consumption needs and promote agriculture; and stepping up 
the scientific-technical task. 


Our sector is trying to increase the gross output value by 14 percent over 
1982 and 16 percent over 1979 and is concentrating efforts on the production 
of five spearheading categories of goods in order to contribute to meeting 
the consumption and export requirements. These goods include textiles, 
bicycles, refrigerating equipment, electric fans and food products, mainly 


canned pineapple for export. 
Question: Will you please tell us what major measures will be taken. 


Answer: Let us confine ourselves to the 3 most important measures among the 
15 ones which have been suggested to our entire sector. They are the 
coordination of production reorganization with the technical task; the 
expansion of economic-technical cooperation under various forms between 
intra- and extramural units and between Hanoi and other localities; and 

the rearrangement of the contingent of cadres, the gradual improvement of 

the guidance apparatus from the high to low echelon, the creation of a strong 
impetus and new working manners within our sector and the initiation of an 
upward trend for the current and coming years. 


On the occasion of the New Year. we would like to express our thanks to the 
various agencies at the central level and in Hanoi, to the sister 

provinces, to the newspaper HANO MOI and to the news, press and radio 
broadcast agencies for their manifold assistance to our sector. We wish all 
of these comrades good health and hope that they will give a more substantial 
aid to enable our sector to fulfill its mission. 


9332 
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LIGHT INDUSTRY 


ACHIEVEMENTS, OBJECTIVES OF HANOI SMALL INDUSTRY, HANDICRAFTS REPORTED 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 16 Jan 83 pp 1, 4 


[Text] In 1982, a volume of products valued at 257,318,000 dong 
representing a 13-percent output increase over 1981 was delivered to the 
state [by the small industry and handicrafts sector in Hanoi]. Some 9,585 
tons of raw materials and discards were exploited and fully used in 
production. 


In 1983, efforts will be exerted to achieve 110 million dong in the gross 
output value of export goods representing a 2l-percent increase over 1982 and 
to produce unplanned goods for export consignment. In addition, 41,900 
laborers will be recruited, given professional training and employed in 
production. 


Recently, the municipal small industry and handicrafts sector organized 
a review of the 1982 plan implementation and launched an emulation movement 
to carry out the 1983 plan. 


In 1982, the Hanoi small industry and handicrafts sector experienced numerous 
difficulties but still moved forward to produce a volume of goods valued 

at 357,318,000 dong representing 101 percent of the plan norm and a 
l3-percent output increase over 1981. To meet consumption needs, the sector 
achieved a volume of products valued at 317,081,000 dong, surpassing the 
plan norm by 5.8 percent and showing an output increase of 17.4 percent over 
1981; this included 90,858,000 dong'’s worth of export goods the output of 
which fulfilled 91.5 percent of the yearly plan and showed a 16-percent 
increase over 1981. Except for the two districts of Tu Liem and Dan Phuong 
which underfulfilled the plan, all other precincts, districts and cities 
fulfilled between 100 and 112 percent of the yearly plan and either reached 
or surpassed the plan norms for 32 principal products the output of a 

number of which increased by 45 to 210 percent. The production of many 
principal goods destined for consumption and export failed to fulfill the 
plan norms but increased substantially in comparison with the previous 

year. The entire sector took 485 initiatives in improvement, produced 95 
more types of new and improved goods, exploited and used up 9,585 tons of 
raw and discarded materials in production and recruited and trained 16,618 
new workers. The yearly plan norms were overfulfilled by 234 cooperatives 
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many of which reached the set goals 2 or 3 months ahead of schedule such as 
the Kien Thiet Rattan and Bamboo Wickerworks Cooperative (Hai Ba Trung 
Precinct), the Minh Phuong Plastic Goods Cooperative (Hoan Kiem Precinct), 
the 19-5 Rubber Cooperative (Ba Dinh Precinct), the Phu Son Ceramic 
Cooperative (Son Tay City) and so on. 


In 1983, the entire sector is determined to exert every effort to produce 

a volume of products valued at 412 million dong including more than 
99,011,000 dong worth of products manufactured with the self-supplied 
materials under part 2 of the plan. Concerning export goods, the sector is 
determined to deliver to the state a volume of products worth 110 million 
dong surpassing the 1981 achievement norm by 21 percent and will actively 
try to obtain raw materials on its own to produce more consignment goods 
for export in order to earn foreign currency to import the materials neces- 
sary for the sector to develop production. 


With regard to goods for domestic consumption, the sector is resolved to 
deliver to the state an amount of products 15.5 percent larger than that 
delivered in 1982 in order to help meet satisfactorily the municipal 
people's needs for food, clothing, housing, travel, education, entertain- 
ments and recreation. These goods will include 1,100 tons of bicycle spare 
parts composed of 27,800 frames, 5,000 minibikes, 16,000 pairs of wheel 
rims and 12,000 chains and cogwheels. The sector will try to step up the 
production of certain goods which are in great demand such as insecticide 
spray guns, household utensils, electric appliances, etc. 


To achieve all the above-mentioned volumes of products in a satisfactory 
manner, the sector has set forth norms for its efforts to recruit 51,900 
laborers for professional training and to concentrate on the production of 
those categories of goods which are in great demand and for whose production 
raw materials are existing such as colored and white embroideries, carpets, 
thick wool items, [Venice] laceworks, rattan and bamboo wares, fine arts 


items, etc. 


An enlarged conference of the management board of the Municipal Handicrafts 
Cooperatives Federation was held for 2 days--14 and 15 January; it accurately 
assessed the achievements made, severely criticized shortcomings and the 
remaining problems and set forth additional specific and positive measures 
aimed at satisfactorily fulfilling the new struggle goals in 1983. With 

the determination to achieve effectiveness very soon, the entire sector has 
launched a new emulation movement to enhance the collective ownership 

concept and the self-sufficiency spirit, to strenuously step up the production 
of consumer and export goods, te strive to overfulfill the 1983 state plan 
and, for the time being, to implement the first quarter plan which must 
amount to between 24 and 25 percent of the yearly plan, thus contributing to 
meeting the people's consumption needs satisfactorily. The conference was 
attended and addressed by Nguyen Dinh Hiep, vice chairman of the Municipal 
People's Committee. 
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"NHAN DAN’ EDITORIAL ON TRADE UNION CONGRESSES 
BK311654 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 30 Mar 83 


[NHAN DAN 31 March editorial: “Advance Toward the Fifth National Trade 
Unions Congress") 


[Text] Implementing the directive of the party Central Committee Secre- 
tariat, the Vietnam Confederation of Trade Unions is holding congresses 
at various levels in preparation for the national congress toward the end 


of the year. 


This is a broad movement of political activities for all workers and civil 
servants to acquire a thorough understanding of the revolutionary line, 
objectives and tasks set forth by the fifth party congress. On this basis, 
the working class will bring into play its vanguard role and the trade 
unions will fulfill their function by participating in socioeconomic and 
state management, translating various resolutions of the party into vigor- 
ous revolutionary actions of the masses, and contributing to fulfilling and 
overfulfilling the state plans for 1983 and for the 1983-85 period. 


The resolution of the party Central Committee's third plenum has clearly 
pointed out that striving to successfully fulfill the state plan for 1983, 
the third year of the 1981-85 Five-Year Plan and the year in which we must 
effect real and comprehensive changes to achieve at all costs the socio- 
economic objectives set by the fifth national party congress in the condi- 
tions of an economy still suffering serious imbalances in many respects, is 
the primary task of the entire party and an obligation and responsibility 
of all party, administrative and mass organizations throughout the country. 


Holding fast to this guideline, the trade union congresses at various 
echelons are dutybound to review the implementation of the resolution of 

the fourth trade union congress and evaluate the trade unions’ role and 
effectiveness in developing the collective mastery of workers and civil 
servants, carrying out the three revolutions and building and defending 

the fatherland. They must also determine the tasks and operational measures 
of the trade unions, revise their statutes, strengthen their organizations 
and improve their operations in accordance with the new situation. 





The trade union congresses at various echelons are congresses of action. 
For this reason, they should avoid all formalistic, showy and wasteful 
activities. Instead, they should be geared to resolving the important and 
pressing problems of the country and of each locality and basic unit. 
Congress activities should be linked with the trade unions’ participation 
in determining guidelines, objectives and measures to fulfill the state 
plans, reorganize production and enhance the effectiveness of enterprise 
and agency management. True democracy should be ensured to provide a 
satisfactory answer to the questions posed by actual production work and 
life and by the sense of responsibility and conscience of the workers con- 
cerning the potentials which can still be uncovered and exploited more 
satisfactorily in various localities and enterprises. A satisfactory 
answer must also be found for the questions concerning the capability to 
improve the workers’ living standards and rationally associate the inter- 
ests of the laborer, the collective and society, and concerning the trade 
unions’ participation in the struggle against negative practices, the 
protection of socialist property, the building and consolidation of trade 
union organizations, the profound study of economic and technical matters, 
the improvement of trade unions’ operational capabilities, and the develop- 
ment of trade unions’ initiative and activeness in production and business. 


The trade union congresses at various echelons are the place to collect the 
views of the masses on the efforts to implement the policy of developing 
production, restore order on the distribution and circulation front, 
stabilize the economic situation and the people's life, and ensure the 
victory of socialism in the struggle between the two paths and against the 
enemy's multifaceted war of sabotage. 


The voices raised at the trade union congresses at various echelons are 
torceful statements which help elucidate the views and position of the 
working class, sternly criticize bad habits in productive labor and 
activities contrary to the principles of socialist enterprise management, 
and affirm the need to work in a disciplined manner and with technical 
know-how and high productivity, to promote positive factors and to build 
stable and strong contingents of workers and trade union organizations. 


Proceeding from these vital questions, the trade union congresses at vari- 
ous echelons should make suggestions for revamping organizations, improving 
management and changing trade union operational procedures to enable each 
person and each unit to progress. 


All party committee echelons, sectors and localities must practically sup- 
port and assist the trade unions at various echelons. They must pay 
special attention to the masses’ aspirations, help translate their sound 
suggestions into programs of action and create the most favorable condi- 
tions possible for the successful implementation of these programs. 


The process of holding trade union congresses is a process of heightening 
the socialist consciousness and collective mastery of workers and civil 
servants, effecting drastic changes in the revolutionary movement of the 
working class, promoting the emulation movement for productive labor and 
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economization, and making important contributions to successfully carrying 
out the socioeconomic tasks set forth by the party and the state. 


Let the trade unions at each echelon and let each trade union member 
advance to the national trade union congress with their most practical 
and outstanding achievements in the emulation movement for productive 


labor. 


CSO: 4209/303 
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HO CHI MINH CITY YOUNG LABOR FORCE PROGRESSES 
OWO060815 Hanoi VNA in English 0702 GMT 6 Apr 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 6 Apr, VNA--Set up in March 1976, one year after the total 
liberation of southern Vietnam, the young labour velunteer force of Ho Chi 
Minh City has largely contributed to national construction. The force's mem 
bership now stands at 50,000 compared with 10,0C0O on the founding day. 


They have built 46 new economic villages, three state farms and many houses, 
reclaimed 37,000 hectares of land, moved 4,500,000 cubic metres of earth for 
the building of irrigation works besides gathering 200,000 stacks of firewood 
and unloading 30,000 tonnes of goods at the Saigor port. 


Since March 1982 more than 1,000 volunteers have cleared 70 hectares of land 
to grow valuable forest trees and industrial plants at the Dac Nong construction 


site on the central highlands. 


In the past three vears, the force has built the Nhi Xuan state farm on Ho Chi 
Minh City's outskirts for sugarcane planting. 


So far they have reaped six sugarcane harvests on 561 hectares. A sugar mill 
with an annual capacity of 30 tonnes has just been commissioned at the farm. 


More than 1,300 labour volunteers have been working at the Do Hoa and Duyen 
Hai vouth state farms in the Duyen Hai coastal district of the city. 


Do Hoa farm has put 200 hectares under sugarcane anc coconut. 


As , 
») Gate, tne 


\nother major project undertaken by the labour volunteers force is the Tri An 
hydro-electric project at which some 1,000 youths have been clearing land for 


exploitation of forest products. 
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TRUONG CHINH LETTER HAILS PAPER ‘LAO DONG' 
BK311506 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 30 Mar 83 


("“Text" of Council of State Chairman Truong Chinh's 30 March letter to the 
paper LAO DONG] 


[Text] Dear Comrades, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the pub- 
lication of the first issue of the paper LAO DONG, I would like to convey 
to its cadres, correspondents and contributors, far and near, as well as 
to its editorial personnel and readers, my warmest greetings. 


Over the past 40 years, LAO DONG has always attached itself closely to the 
movement of workers and civil servants and upheld its militancy as a paper 
of the working class while helping to disseminate the lines and policies 
of the party and the state and direct the implementation of the work of 
the Vietnam Confederation of Trade Unions, thereby contributing signifi- 
cantly to the achievements of the Vietnamese revolution in various stages. 
Cadre. and correspondents of the paper have also overcome all difficulties 
to penetrate the grassroots level and closely observe production activities. 


we endlessly grieve for and are grateful to those comrades who have 
heroically sacrificed their lives while carrying out their assignments for 


the cause of the paper. 


fo meet the requirements of the Vietnamese revolution in the mew stage, it 
is necessary for LAO DONG to disseminate the general lines and the economic 
line of the party during the period of transition to socialism while moti- 
vating the working people to strive to emulate in fulfilling or overful- 
filling the state plan so that, together with their compatriots, they will 
be able to build socialism successfully and defend the socialist Vietnamese 
fatherland firmly. It is also necessary for the paper to heip accelerate 
the organization and work of trade unions. LAC DONG must promptly and 
fully reflect the new factors which have emerged in the movement of workers 
ind civil servants in order to help multiply the number of progressive 
models, struggle against all manifestations of negativism among various 
enterprises, worksites and organs and develop the contingent of workers in 


both stature and strength. 
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To carry out these tasks satisfactorily, it is necessary for the paper to 
constantly improve itself in terms of form and content. Meanwhile, cadres 
and correspondents of its editorial office must study hard in order to 
become talented writers who are capable of undertaking all assignments, and 
the distribution work must be conducted in such a way as to ensure that 
every issue of the paper reaches the working class and its readers through- 


out the country. 


May I wish you, friends, good health and many new successes in order to 
develop LAO DONG's fine tradition of the past 40 years, as well as to 
bring about a new impetus for this paper--the paper of the working class 
and trade union organizations. 


Affectionately yours, 


[Signed] Truong Chinh 


CSO: 4209/303 











LABOR 


BRIEFS 


LABORERS FROM HAI HUNG--Since 1978, Hai Sung Province has twice sent 
thousands of laborers and members of their families to build new economic 
zones in the central highlands. This year, the province is expected to 
provide the 7Olst Coffee Plantation, also in the central highlands, with 
500 laborers. Most of these laborers, who voluntarily leave their native 
villages with their dependents, are energetic young men. [BK290849 Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 29 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4209/303 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


"NHAN DAN’ CITED ON CONSERVATION OF ELECTRICITY 
BK290928 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 27 Mar 83 


{(NHAN DAN 28 March editorial: "Use Electricity Rationally and 
Economically" ] 


[Text] The electricity sector is expanding its supply capacity for produc- 
tion and social censumption by increasing managerial efficiency, promoting 
technical innovations, making good use of its equipment and transforming 
and expanding its distribution network. In 2 months or more of the first 
quarter, the thermopower plants of the Electricity Corporation No 1 in the 
north produced a power output over 5 percent larger than the plan norms, 
scoring an increase of almost 20 million kWh as compared with the same 
period last year. Nevertheless, the imbalance between demand and supply 
capability still remains great. By the end of 1985, even after the entire 
Pha Lai thermopower plant is put into operation, the annual power output 
will still fail short of the plan's requirements by some 15 percent. 
Therefore, using electricity rationally, effectively and economically 
becomes a pressing requirement and, at the same time, a practical possi- 
bility. It is not only a factor for increasing the wealth of society and 
an important goal of economic management, but also an integral part of the 


campaign to practice thrift in general. 


fo use electricity rationally and economically it is necessary to reorganize 
production and construction along with renovating management in the various 
economic sectors. The electricity sector must carry out distribution along 
the line of focusing on the most important socioeconomic objectives and 
major projects and areas in accordance with a priority sequence and control 
the use of electricity by monitoring the rate of power consumption per 
product unit. Control over distribution has long been too lax. Many work- 
sites, enterprises, schools, army units, state organs and collective hous- 
ing quarters have used electricity in excess of the allowed limit by 50 to 
300 percent, and in some cases by as much as 500 percent. By reducing power 
consumption in those places by 1 percent, we can save thousands of kWh. 


A recent check on the use of electricity in a number of precincts and 
districts in Hanoi has revealed that the waste of electricity still remains 
rampant and the theft of electricity is serious. Of the 334 points sub- 
jected to the check, 199 were found to steal electricity by shunting the 











power meters and even to steal from the priority power grid for around-the- 
clock consumption. Bad elements, including a number of degenerate workers 
and cadres of the electricity sector, have stolen electricity for use in 
making ice and icecream, producing firecracker powder, sealing plastic bags 
and fixing bicycle tire punctures. While our people are painstakingly 
saving every gram of coal and gasoline and our power plants are striving to 
increase their output by every kWh as they can, these elements freely use 
hundreds of kilowatts of electricity at a time in their illegal business 
activities for gainful purposes; and in many cases, this has caused 
adverse effects on the people's health and social security and undermined 
production. For every time electricity is stolen or used excessively, the 
power voltage will drop, thus affecting the rate of production and con- 
struction and damaging both products and equipment. 


Such cases of theft and waste must be punished promptly and severely. Not 
to mention an increase in the power supply, only by eliminating the afore- 
mentioned negative phenomena, many areas will be relieved from a severe 
power shortage. 


To use electricity rationally, effectively and economically it is neces- 
sary to ensure strict management. We must establish set norms for elec- 
tricity demands on the basis of tasks, plans for production and business 
and norms of power consumption for each type of equipment, machinery and 
means, and for each product unit or type of work. Using electricity 
according to set norms and supplying it to the right consumers in a selec- 
tive manner is the most effective measure for saving on electricity; and it 
also provides a scientific basis for carrying out planning, implementing 
the economic accounting system and for renovating management. 


While our power supply is limited, the excessive use of electricity above 
the allowed limits by only a few sectors, localities, basic units and city 
blocks will surely lead to a general imbalance and upset the plan. 


All these problems must be raised and specifically dealt with in each sec- 
tor, each iecality and each basic unit by combining political and ideologi- 
cal education measures with economic and administrative measures, devising 
specific rules to materially bind the suppliers with the consumers, intensi- 
fying control and organizing frequent checks. 


Electricity has a direct impact on national development. All sectors and 
echelons as well as everyone must be responsible for using electricity 
rationally and economically. The goal we must struggle for is to ensure 
that every kilowatt-hour of electricity generated will be used for the 
right purpose and in a way most beneficial to the state plan. 
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